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Consortia of funders Frequency Percentage 

Academia, NGO and public funding 3 8.6% 

Academia, Private and public funding 1 2.9% 

Commercial and NGO 1 2.9% 

Commercial and public funding 2 5.7% 

Commercial, Academic 1 2.9% 

Commercial, Academic, Public funding 1 2.9% 

NGO and academia 7 20% 

NGO and Private 1 2.9% 

NGO, Public funding 1 2.9% 

NGO, Public funding and Commercial 1 2.9% 

Private and NGO 1 2.9% 

Private and NGO and Academic 1 2.9% 

Private, NGO, and Public funding 1 2.9% 

Public and private funding 3 8.6% 

Public funding and academia 1 2.9% 

Public funding and commercial 3 8.6% 

Public funding and NGO 4 11.4% 

Public, Private and NGO 1 2.9% 

Public, Private, NGO and Academia 1 2.9% 

Total 35 100% 

 



Supplementary file 4: Analysis of geographical distribution single and multi-country RCTs 

Single country RCTs 

Country name Frequency Percentage 

Argentia 1 1% 

Australia 2 1% 

Bangladesh 1 1% 

Belgium 3 2% 

Brazil 17 11% 

Canada 3 2% 

Chile 1 1% 

China 27 18% 

Colombia 2 1% 

Denmark 1 1% 

Egypt 8 5% 

France 4 3% 

India 6 4% 

Indonesia 1 1% 

Iran 22 14% 

Iraq 1 1% 

Italy 3 2% 

Japan 1 1% 

Lebanon 1 1% 

Mexico 4 3% 

Netherlands 2 1% 

Norway 2 1% 

Unknown 1 1% 

Portugal 1 1% 

Russia 2 1% 



Saudi Arabia 1 1% 

South Africa 2 1% 

Spain 2 1% 

Turkey 3 2% 

United Kingdom 8 5% 

United States 19 12% 

Unknown 1 1% 

Total 153 100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Multi-country RCTs 

 
Country name 

 
Frequency 

Percentage 

Argentina 4 3% 

Austrialia 3 2% 

Austria 2 1% 

Bahrain 1 1% 

Begium 4 3% 

Brazil 8 5% 

Canada 6 4% 

Chile 1 1% 

China 4 3% 
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Denmark 6 4% 

Egypt 1 1% 

France 5 3% 

Germany 7 5% 

Greece 1 1% 
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Monaco 1 1% 

Netherlands 4 3% 
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Poland 1 1% 
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Republic of Korea 3 2% 

Republic of 

Romania 
 
1 

 
1% 

Russia 1 1% 

Singapore 4 3% 

South Africa 3 2% 

Spain 9 6% 

Sweden 3 2% 

Switzerland 4 3% 

Turkey 1 1% 

United Arab 

Emirates 
 
1 

 
1% 

United Kingdom 10 7% 

United States 18 12% 

Total 152 100% 

For multi-country trials, we listed individual 

countries and summed-up frequency 

distribution of RCTs for each country. This 

yielded multi-country trials conducted 

across 44 individual countries with an 

overestimation of frequency of RCTs to 

152. 

 
 



Supplementary file 4: WHO-region wise distribution of RCTs 
 
 

 
WHO regions 

Single country 

(N) 

 
Multi country (N) 

 
Total (N) 

 
Percentage 

Unknown 1 0 1 0.3% 

Region of the Americas 47 47 94 30.8% 

Western pacific 30 18 48 15.7% 

European Region 31 74 105 34.4% 

Eastern Mediterranean 34 4 38 12.5% 

African Region 2 4 6 2% 

South-East Asia 8 5 13 4.3% 

   305 100% 

 
Single and multi-country trials were added to arrive at total frequency for each WHO 

regions 
 


