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CALLING ALL 
TEACHERS! 

WaNt  t o Br ing  
ar c haeol og y INt o you r  

c l ass r oom ?

Al l ow US TO INTRODUCE:

PROJECT 
ARCHAEOLOGY 

IN 
OKLAHOM A 
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Oklahoma Project Archaeology state coordinator, 
Meghan Dudley, in the classroom.

At  twenty- eight years old, Project 
Ar chaeology is one of the oldest 
continuous K- 12 ar chaeology out-
r each education programs in the 
nation. Ini tial ly developed by the 
Bureau of Land Management in 
Utah in an effor t to combat looting 
and vandalism of Utah?s past 
through classroom education, PA is 
now  taught in classrooms across 
the countr y. 
Project Ar chaeology's goal is sim-
ple: to teach the next gener ation of 
ci tizens about scienti f ic and histor -
ical inquir y and the   impor tance of 

protecting our  nation's r ich cul-
tural r esources. To accomplish this, 
a network of national staff  and 
state volunteers create cur r icular  
mater ials and educational pro-
grams for  K-12 educator s and their  
students. 
Using   high- quali ty     mater ials to 
br ing ar chaeology into the class-
room allows us  to accomplish sev-
eral goals. Fir st, for  our  Oklahoma 
program, i t al lows us to teach 
about our  state's her i tage and why 
i t is impor tant to preser ve ar chae-
ological si tes. For  example,  we are 
cur rently  adapting Project Ar -
chaeology's Investigating Shelter  
module   speci f ical ly for  Oklahoma 
classrooms. This w i l l  provide 
teachers and students w ith a Na-
tive Amer ican nar rator  who shares 
why their  community  values each 
si te and how  they work to  car r y on 
cer tain tr adi tions, such as how  
they used to bui ld their  houses. In 
doing so, students are introduced 
to an ar chaeology consisting of 
multiple voices and perspectives, 
each ar ticulating why i t is impor -
tant to learn about and protect our  
state's past. 
Second,  archaeological investiga-

Based on an interview with, 

Meghan Dudley, OKPAN 
Director of  Education

&

Sarah Luthman, OKPAN 
Public Archaeology Education 

Coordinator

"Project Archaeology 
uses archaeological 
inquiry to foster 

understanding of past 
and present cultures; 
improve social studies 
and science education, 

and enhance citizenship 
education to help 

preserve our 
archaeological legacy."  
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Project Archaeology in the classroom.

tions teach cr i tical thinking ski l ls  
and the scienti f ic method, helping 
students  become better  at inter -
preting evidence. For  example, 
many of Project Ar chaeology's 
lessons teach about the ethics of 
si te preservation, w ith students 
asked to weigh the claims of var i -
ous stakeholders. Because such is-
sues are central to cultural her -
i tage preservation, i t is impor tant 
that students learn to cr i tical ly as-
sess the avai lable evidence and de-
velop informed opinions on this 
topic. Final ly, the w r i tten compo-
nents give students the oppor tuni ty 
to practice r eading and w r i ting. 
The ski l ls and understandings in 
these cur r icula help teachers cover  
the state standards they alr eady 
teach, making PA mater ials a sup-
plement for  teachers to use, r ather  
than a hindrance in the classroom.
There are many ways to get in-
volved w ith Project Ar chaeology 
and to br ing archaeology into the 
classroom. Through OKPAN's web-
si te  teachers can place a r equest 
for  an ar chaeologist to  visi t their  
classroom. Project Ar chaeology  
also offer s professional develop-
ment workshops  for  teachers. At 

these workshops teachers w i l l  get 
hands- on exper ience w ith Project 
Archaeology's most popular  cur -
r iculum guide for  3rd - 5th graders, 
Investigating Shelter.
Project Ar chaeology, both nation-
al ly and in Oklahoma, is only pos-
sible  because of the network of 
teachers and ar chaeologists who 
work together  to br ing the past into 
the classroom. If  you are passion-
ate about br inging ar chaeology 
into your  classroom, don't hesi tate 
to r each out and get involved to-
day! 

Follow us on Facebook at            
@ProjectArchOK and be sure to join 

our email list!

For more information please con-
tact Oklahoma Project Archaeology 
state coordinator, Meghan Dudley 

at  meghan.dudley@ou.edu
OR 

Sarah Luthman, OKPAN Public Ar-
chaeology Education Coordinator at 

Sarah.E.Luthman-1@ou.edu 
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