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Micronesia—the “little islands”—consists of some 2,500 islands, with a total land area of only 1,000 square miles, tossed across a swath of ocean larger than the continental United States.  By the time Magellan landed in Guam in 1521, all the major islands in the region’s four archipelagos—the Marianas, Carolines, Marshalls, and Kiribati—had been settled or were known and periodically exploited by one or more neighboring communities.  Also, by that time, the peoples had diverged into at least twelve different languages and dozens of distinct cultures.

The peoples of Micronesia are noted for their careful cultural adaptations to their physical environments, some of which are described as “marginal.”  They are renowned as navigators; indeed, they are some of the best the world has ever known.  The region also boasts some of the most highly developed chiefdoms and most extensive empires in the Pacific.  Within these (largely) matrilineal societies, women have played very significant roles.

In the nearly 500 years that have passed since first European contact in the region, Micronesians have had firsthand experiences with whalers, traders, missionaries, colonists, and the military.  Micronesia was a major arena during World War II and an important site of postwar nuclear weapons testing.  Life on many of the islands changed as a result of this contact, yet traditions remain strong.  In recent decades, the region has undergone a process of decolonization.  However, the region’s strategic location continues to be of global interest, particularly to the United States and its military forces.  Recently, some of the people of Micronesia have embarked upon a new journey of emigration—particularly to the U.S. mainland and to its former Pacific territories of Guam and Hawai’i.

This course will explore the cultures, histories, and variety of changes to the islands and peoples of Micronesia.  Micronesia shares its origins, settlements, adaptations, cultures, histories, and contemporary issues with many others--particularly Native Hawaiians, other Pacific Islanderss, and Asians.  As such, this course will continually explore these regional and wider global connections.

Learning Outcomes
*Apply anthropology knowledge to the analysis of cultural and global issues and perspectives.  (ILO4, DLO4, CLO4)
*Demonstrate critical thinking by applying anthropology theories and/or methods to analyze problems in responsible and ethical ways.  (ILO5, DLO5, CLO5)

Required Readings

Barker, Holly 
2004     Bravo for the Marshallese:  Regaining Control in a Post-Nuclear,


 Post-Colonial World.  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth/Thompson Learning.

Falgout, Suzanne, Lin Poyer, and Laurence M. Carucci (listed as FPC on the course schedule)
2008
Memories of War:  Micronesians and the Pacific War.  Honolulu:  University of Hawai’i 
Press.

Plus, a small number of additional required articles. (These articles are noted on the course schedule below by two stars “**”.  A few of the articles posted there are “highly recommended,” but they are not required.  This is noted on the course schedule and in the bibliography.  Full bibliographic references for all of these articles follow the course schedule.) 

Course Structure and Assignments
Where possible, lessons, readings, and films contain indigenous Micronesian, Native Hawaiian, and other Pacific Islander voices. 
1.  Required Weekly Lessons.  
PowerPoint Lessons.  These narrated PowerPoint lessons provide valuable background information on topics presented in the course.  This background information will be important for you to know about the Micronesia region itself and help you to relate them to Hawai’i, the wider Pacific, Asia, and globally.  

Course Films and YouTube Videos.  These will both slightly overlap with and supplement the lessons.  They will provide you with a more audio-visual, and more in-depth, understanding of Micronesia, its cultures, histories, and several of the major issues faced. In addition, a few YouTube video listings will be assigned (they are listed on the course schedule and in the bibliography/filmography).
Course Readings.  Two required books are required.  In addition, several required articles, written poems, and oral histories are included in this course.
2. Required Weekly Chats.  Required weekly Chat sessions will cover course content and will help us to learn--along with and from other students in this course.  They will help you to better understand the course materials, to critically reflect upon and react to them, and to relate Micronesian issues to Hawai’i, the wider Pacific, and Asia.     

Please come to weekly Chat prepared by completing the assigned lessons, films, and readings in advance.  Weekly Chat question lists will be posted in advance.   You are asked to prepare your preliminary answers and to bring them to Chat.   You are very welcome to add your own questions to the list.  
3.  Two tests. You will complete two tests—one at the mid-term, one for the final.  Each test will consist of objective questions (multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank).  They will also consist of two essay questions; this portion of the test will be take-home, due one week after they are assigned. These essays will allow you to display your knowledge and demonstrate your critical thinking, your reactions, and your own opinions about a course topic.  
Course Schedule

Please take note of whose voices and perspectives you are hearing!!!  

*Readings, Films and YouTube Videos by or in formal association with Indigenous Peoples of the Pacific are in BOLD.  

*Readings and films that feature Indigenous Peoples’ voices are in Italics.  

Which Indigenous Pacific Peoples’ voices are specified as follows:  Pacific Islanders Voice (in general) (PV), Micronesian Voice (MV), Hawaiian Voice (HV).  (You will see that sometimes these voices are in agreement; at other times they are different.  These comparisons may be useful in our Chats and in your Tests.)
*Those in regular font are by Western scholars.  
Weekly Topics
Required Readings, Films, YouTube Videos
1.  Introduction





Rainbird – Chapter 1
*What is Micronesia?





Falgout, Poyer, Carucci - Chapter 1
2.  The Physical Landscape
*The Physical Landscape -1




**Thomas     

*The Physical Landscape – 2




**Film:  Rising Waters:  Global 

Warming and the Fate of the Pacific Islands (PV)
3.  Settlement of Micronesia




Rainbird – Chapter 2
*Origins and Settlement





*Austronesian Settlements of Micronesia 



4.  Canoes and Navigation




**Gladwin
*Micronesian Canoes and Navigation
**Film:  Sacred Vessels:  Navigating Tradition and Identity in Micronesia (MV)
*Micronesian Canoes





**YouTube:  Thompson (HV) 
*Navigation in Micronesia

5.  Adaptations to Micronesian Environments



*Settlement and Adaptation – 1
**Film:  Lamotrek:  Heritage of an Island (MV)
*Settlement and Adaptation - 2

6.  Micronesian Chiefdoms





*Micronesian Chiefdoms




**Bernart (MV)
*Pohnpeian Ethnohistory




**Film:  Voices of Pohnpei (MV)
7.  Social Organization, Kinship, and Adoption




*Kinship and Social Organization 



**Kihleng 2008a (MV)
*Traditional Adoption in the Pacific Islands



 
*American Adoption in the Republic of the Marshall 

Islands Today
8.  The Significance of Gender




 
*Women’s Traditional Roles




**Hezel
*Traditional Courtship and Sexuality
**Film: Women’s Changing Roles (MV)
**Film:  A Women’s Work is Never Done (MV)
9.  Foreign Contact (Explorers, Whalers, Traders, Missionaries) and Colonists
*Early Foreign Contacts





*Later Beachcombers, Traders, and Missionaries

Falgout, Poyer, Carucci – Chapter 2
*The Colonists





**Trask 1999a, 1999b (HV)









**McDougall (HV)



   

10.  World War II in Micronesia

*World War II in Micronesia
Falgout, Poyer, Carucci  – rest of book (MV)
*Micronesian Perspectives in World War II


**Perez (MV)








**Takehiro (HV)
Plus, 2 articles that are “highly recommended” (but they are not required):
**Falgout, Nishigaya, and Palermo (HV)
**Basham (HV)
11.  Nuclear Weapons Testing
*American Postwar Nuclear Weapons Testing

Barker – Chapters 2-4 
*Impacts of American Nuclear Weapons Testing
12.  Postwar Micronesia




Barker- Chapters 5-7 (MV)
*Nation Building






13.  Micronesian Education

*Education






**Kihleng 2008b (MV)
*Micronesians in Hawai’i Schools
**Heine (MV)
14.  Micronesian Migration and Settlement Abroad
*Diaspora & Identity





**Film:  Lieweila:  Listen to My 
*Maintaining Identity



  

Story (MV)
**Teaiwa (MV)
**Kihleng 2008c (MV)
**Video:  Jitnel-Kijin (MV)
Bibliography and Filmography of Additional Assigned Materials
Basham, Leilani

2014    Ka I’a Hamau Leo:  Silences that Speak Volumes for Honouliuli.   In Breaking the Silence:  Lessons of Democracy and Social Justice from the WWII Honouliuli Internment and POW Camp in Hawai’i.  (Highly recommended, but not required.)
Bernart, Luelen

1977
The Book of Luelen.  Introduction and Ch. 1.  Trans. and ed:  John L. Fischer,

Saul Riesenberg and Marjorie Whiting.  Canberra:  Australian National University Press.
Diaz, Vicente
1997 
Sacred Vessels:  Navigating Tradition and Identity in Micronesia’s Past.  Moving Island Productions.
Falgout, Suzanne, Linda Nishigaya, and Toni Palermo
2014
In Breaking the Silence:  Lessons of Democracy and Social Justice from the WWII Honouliuli Internment and POW Camp in Hawai’i.  (Highly recommended, but not required.)
Gladwin, Thomas

1968
Chapter 5.  Navigation under the Big Bird.  In East is a Big Bird.  Cambridge:


Harvard University Press.
Heine, Hilda

2008
Micronesians’ Contributions and Challenges in Hawai’i.   Keynote address. Honolulu, Center for Pacific Islands Studies, Micronesian Voices in Hawai’i.  
Hezel, Francis X., S.J.

2001
Chapter 3.  Gender Roles.  The New Shape of Old Island Cultures.  Honolulu:


University of Hawai’i Press.
Jitnel-Kijiner, Kathy
2013
Lessons from Hawaii.  YouTube Video.
Kihleng, Emelihter

2008a
To Swim with Eels.  In My Uhrohs. Honolulu:  Kahuaomanoa Press (University of Hawaiʻi Press).
2008b
No Post in Colonialism at COM. In My Uhrohs. Honolulu:  Kahuaomanoa Press (University of Hawaiʻi Press).
2008c
Nahnep Loves Carpet.  In My Uhrohs. Honolulu:  Kahuaomanoa Press (University of Hawaiʻi Press).
McDougall, Brandy Nalani 

2014
The Second Gift. The Value of Hawaiʻi 2: Ancestral Roots, Oceanic Visions. Ed. Aiko Yamashiro and Noelani Goodyear-Ka`opua. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i


Press.

Metzgar, Eric.

1988
Lamotrek.  Triton Films.  Eric Metzgar in association with the people of Lamotrek Atoll, Yap State, Federated States of Micronesia.
Micronesian Seminar

1995
A Woman’s Work Never Ends.  Island Topics Series, #44.
1995   Voices of Pohnpei, Parts I and II.   Island Topics Series, #3-4.  (Legends and     
archaeology presented by indigenous Pohnpeian historic preservation officers—Miguel Marquez, Emensio Eperiam, and Rufino Mauricio.) 

1995  Women’s Changing Roles.  Island Topics Series, #2.
Perez, Craig Santos

2014  
ginen ta(la)ya, from Unincorporated Territory [guma']. Richmond: Omnidawn.
Rainbird, Paul

2004
Settling the Seascape:  Fusing Islands and People.  In Archaeology of Micronesia.  Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press. (Selections)
Strong, Beret and Cinta Matagolai Kaipat
1998
Lieweila:  Listen to My Story.  First Run/Icarus Films.
Takehiro, Sage U`ilani 
2007  
Progress at Pohakuloa.  Honua: a Collection of Poetry. Honolulu: Kahuaomanoa Press in collaboration with Kuleana `Oiwi Press.
Teaiwa, Teresia

2000
Mixed Blood.  In Robert Borofsky, ed.  Remembrance of Pacific Pasts.  Honolulu:

University of Hawai’i Press.
Thomas, William L.

1968
The Pacific Basin:  An Introduction.  In Peoples and Cultures of the Pacific.  Edited by 
Andrew P. Vayda.  New York:  Natural History Press.
Thompson, Nainoa

2009
Nainoa Thompson Speaks of All Mau Piailug Has Done for Hawaii.  YouTube September 21, 2009.
Torrice, Andrew

2012
Rising Waters:  Global Warming and the Fate of the Pacific Islands.  Torrice Productions in association with the Independent Television Service and Pacific Islanders in Communications
Trask, Haunani-Kay

1999
Colonization.  Light in the Crevice Never Seen.  Revised edition.  St. Paul:  Calyx 


Books.

1999
Chant of Lamentation.  Light in the Crevice Never Seen. Revised edition. St. Paul: Calyx Books.
