ANT 267
Excavation Project Back Story and Description:
On the campus of Utica College in Utica, New York, we have identified an archaeological site that was possibly in the continued use of a community from the last century (c. 1900-2000). Historic documents and test excavations suggest that this site contains the remains of a playground or play area that was an important site for community socialization, particularly for children and their families. The community is believed to have been a capitalist society residing in Central New York. From the earliest to the latest period of the community’s existence, this group underwent economic, political, technological, and social transformations that seem to have impacted the ways in which persons of male and female genders created, distributed, and used children’s toys in the play area.  
The objectives of this archaeological excavation and analysis include: 
Carefully uncovering and analyzing all remaining layers, features, and artifacts at the site. 
Establishing a site chronology to determine the age of the site and its contents.
Identifying and interpreting site elements useful to understanding how, over the last century, children played with toys at the site and what kinds of toys they played with.  How might the remains of such behaviors and objects inform our understanding of the transformations in ‘playtime’ and toys at this former play area in the capitalist American community of Utica, New York? 
In addition to participating in excavation, processing, and analysis, each student will complete the following: 
Excavation Journal, Essay, and Presentation Assignments
Journal: (worth 10% of final grade): 
Each day we excavate, each student will write in their journals (informally) about what s/he accomplished that day.  Plan to write about: 
1) the techniques you learned and used (and their significance)
2) the artifacts and remains that you found (and their significance)
3) your reflections on the techniques, artifacts, etc.
4) Reflections on any pictures you took or maps and field drawings you created
5) your expectations for the next excavation period
6) connections between the excavation project and course readings
7) connections between the excavation project and Arcadia, a play presented on the UC campus on 2/21, 2/22, and 2/23 (see the syllabus for times, location, and ticket prices); please make every effort to attend this play as we will be examining in class relationships between it and our excavation project)
8) any questions you might have
You will often have time to write in class, but you should also plan on writing outside of class.  
Be detailed and descriptive!



Essay: (worth 20% of final grade): 
The essay will be your formal description and analysis of the project from start to finish.  You will present what you and your classmates did from beginning to end. You will want to draw from your journal entries, but you want to make sure your essay follows the format of a formal report. For instance, you are expected to provide an introduction with a thesis statement, body or discussion paragraphs, and a conclusion. You will also need to write in complete sentences and use Standard English spelling and grammar. In addition to reporting on what was accomplished, discovered, and interpreted during the excavation, you are also expected in this essay to connect the excavation project to assigned readings we previously discussed in class (see the syllabus and online course page for readings and reading schedule). Finally, think about how what you learned from the excavation process benefits your overall educational and professional development: What skills and principles learned in this course might be applied to your career interests? The minimum length for this paper is 6-7 pages, typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 point font, and 1 inch margins on all sides.  In-text parenthetical citations on each page and a bibliography are required (refer to the syllabus for guidelines).
Be detailed, descriptive, and have fun!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Excavation Presentation: (worth 10% of final grade): 
Students will present in front of the class and/or at Student Research Day their excavation project with their team member. The goal of this presentation is to report on the archaeology/anthropology methods and theories that you learned about and applied in the excavation project, as well as your team’s interpretations of the artifacts and remains.  The presentation will be 10 minutes long. Each team will prepare a PowerPoint presentation to illustrate what you did and what you learned during the project.  More details to follow.


ANT 267

 

Excavation Project Back Story and Description:

 

O

n the campus of Utica College in Utica, New York, we have identified an archaeological site that was possibly in the 

continued use of a community from the last century (c. 1900

-

2000). 

Historic documents and test excavations

 

suggest 

that this site contains the remains of a playground or play area that was an important site for community socialization, 

particularly for children and their families. 

The community is believed to have been a capitalist society residing in Central

 

New York. 

From the earliest to the latest period of the community’s existence, this group underwent economic, political, 

technological, and social transformations that seem to have impacted the ways in which persons of male and female 

genders created, di

stributed, and used children’s toys in the play area.  

 

The objectives of this archaeological excavation and analysis include: 

 

Carefully uncovering 

and analyzing 

all remaining layers, feat

ures, and artifacts at the site

.

 

 

Establishing a site chronology to

 

determine the ag

e of the site and its contents

.

 

Identifying and interpreting site elements useful to understanding how, over the last century, children played with toys 

at the site and what kinds of toys they played with.  How might the remains of such b

ehaviors and objects inform our 

understanding of the transformations in ‘playtime’ and toys at this former play area in the capitalist American 

community of Utica, New York? 

 

In addition to participating in excavation, processing, and analysis, each studen

t will complete the following: 

 

Excavation Journal, Essay, and 

Presentation Assignments

 

Journal:

 

(worth 10% of final grade)

: 

 

Each day we excavate, each student will write in their journals (informally) about what s

/

he accomplished that day.  Plan

 

to write about: 

 

1)

 

the techniques you learned and used (and their significance)

 

2)

 

the artifacts and remains that you found (and their significance)

 

3)

 

your reflections on the techniques, artifacts, etc.

 

4)

 

Reflections on any pictures you 

took or maps and field drawings you created

 

5)

 

your expectations for the next excavation period

 

6)

 

connections between the excavation project and 

course

 

readings

 

7)

 

connections between the excavation project and 

Arcadia

, a play presented on the UC campus on 2/21, 2

/22, 

and 2/23 (see the syllabus for times, location, and ticket prices); please make every effort to attend this play as 

we will be examining in class relationships between it and our excavation project)

 

8)

 

any questions you might have

 

You will often have tim

e to write in class, but you should also plan on writing outside of class.  

 

Be detailed and descriptive!

 

 

 

 

