ANT 323
Final Paper Ideas:

Final papers are to be a minimum of 8-10 pages, typed, double-spaced, with Times New Roman, 12-point font.  Choose a final paper project from the following list:

1) Explore a topic related to the course and produce a resource that will aid you in your educational and career aspirations.  Consider the following:

a. If you are considering a career in education, create a set of 4 lesson plans (with background information) on a topic related to the course.  Include background information on the topic, as well as lesson plan learning objectives, learning resources, lecture and activity notes, and learning outcomes.
b. If you are interested in conducting travel or impacting the tourism industry, create an excursion that visits a series of at least 4 sites in an American or Caribbean location of interest to you.  These sites can be archaeological sites (on land as well as under water), historical landmarks and centers, as well as museums.  Create a map including the whereabouts of the sites.  In your paper, provide background information on the sites (Why are the sites significant?  What is interesting to do at the sites?  How do the sites relate to one another?).  Also, create a recommended order in which to visit the sites.
c. If you are interested in communications and/or public or governmental policies, explore these areas regarding heritage and historical sites and tourism in an American or Caribbean region.  What laws are in place to protect historical sites?  How is history communicated to the public at particular sites?  What recommendations can you provide regarding preservation law and public engagement with the past? 
d. Using examples of American or Caribbean archaeological research, explain how goals, principles, and methods of archaeology may benefit your own educational and career aspirations. 

2) Referring to course material, explore facts and myths about pirates and pirate lives.  You should choose some sort of fictional literature, film, artwork, toy, theme ride, or other piece of pop-culture and discuss which aspects of your subject are factual and which are fictional.  Think broadly and consider social status, family life, clothing, historical settings, etc.  How has your subject influenced present-day notions of past pirates and piracy?  How might modern pirates fit into these personae and how might they differ from them?

3) Investigate the development, use, and trade of a Caribbean good.  Examples of goods include food and drink items such as alcohol, sugar, bananas, or coffee, as well as Caribbean architecture, music, religion, and art.  How were these goods and practices created and used by Caribbean societies in the past?  How do these goods and practices influence people today within and beyond the Caribbean?  Has anything changed about their use today compared to their existence in the past?  If so, what? 
4) Explore what is known and what is still being investigated about an available set of sites and artifacts from the Digital Archaeological Archive of Comparative Slavery (DAACS; www.daacs.org).  This website provides an important collection of sites and artifacts that can be compared and contrasted through the site’s database system.  Determine which sites and artifacts you want to cross-analyze and why.  Tie your investigations to topics related to the course. Explain your analysis, comparisons, and the information you learned from the start to finish of this project.  
5) Explore what is known and what is still being investigated about one or more artifacts from UC’s Edith Langley Barrett Art Gallery (http://www.utica.edu/academic/as/fine_arts/gallery/index.cfm). The Gallery has a limited collection of examples of objects from the Maya culture area. From this collection, determine an artifact or set of artifacts you want to study and why.  Tie your investigations to topics related to the course. Explain your analysis, comparisons, and the information you learned from the start to finish of this project.  

Present your Work!  You can present on any of these project ideas for UC’s Student Research Day.  I highly encourage you all to present on your research, even if you haven’t completed the final paper by this Student Research Day.  Presenting at Student Research Day will prepare you for your final research presentations that you give on our exam day (the day the final paper is due).  Student Research Day presentations also give you great professional and educational experience to include on your resume!
Remember the following while writing:
 

Complexity and Originality: The paper demonstrates complex analytical thinking and shows that the writer is thinking about issues from a variety of perspectives. The paper provides a unique and fresh perspective on the subject matter.

 

Thesis: The thesis of the paper is clear and intellectually challenging.

 

Organization: The overall structure of the paper is well-thought out and flows logically to support the main argument. All parts of the question are answered in the paper.

 

Style: The language of the paper is well-chosen for its purpose. It reads smoothly. There are no spelling or grammatical errors. Citations are accurate.

