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Appendix A: Examples of press releases
Here we present examples of three press releases (by the BZÖ, the Greens and the SPÖ) on the topic of taxing international financial transactions. The press releases were translated by the authors, with links to the original German text provided.
1) BZÖ press release, 16 September 2008

BZÖ-Haider demands European tax on speculative gains and fund for small and medium-sized businesses
Tobin tax would create 30 billion Euro in revenue

Graz (OTS) – During his press conference today in Graz BZÖ leading candidate and Governor Jörg Haider demanded the introduction of a Europe-wide tax on speculative gains. ‘We have to find a way to reduce the speed of transactions at least in Europe so that very small transactions are no longer worth it because they are not controlled or taxed. At the moment the situation is like in the Wild West and that is dangerous,’ Haider warned. A refined model of the Tobin Tax should be implemented throughout Europe. This could lead to 25 to 30 billion Euro in revenues.
Haider pointed out that due to the financial crisis credit for small and medium businesses was becoming more costly. This was making it more difficult to finance the economy. Already today 90 percent of SMEs suffer from the consequences of Basel II.
The leading candidate of the BZÖ said he supported the creation of a fund for small and medium-sized businesses that could provide capital to small and medium enterprises. Haider said that the fund could be financed by individual Austrians, who would be able to acquire a stake in the fund. In the first year, these stakes would reduce the tax base of the investor by 10 per cent and by 5 per cent in the following years. ‘This would be a massive incentive for investors to participate in such a fund, as they would pay less tax. From this fund SMEs could receive up to one million Euro in capital. The investors should not have to pay capital gains tax on their investment.
‘We need such a policy as the world economy is cooling down and we have to do a lot to keep economic activity in Austria going. Creating such a fund is therefore necessary,’ Haider said.

German text: http://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20080916_OTS0244/bzoe-haider-verlangt-europaeische-spekulationssteuer-und-mittelstandsfonds
2) Greens press release, 24 September 2008

Lunacek: Faymann’s SPÖ rejects a tax on financial transactions

SPÖ against limiting financial speculation
Vienna (OTS) – ‘The SPÖ today rejected a motion for a resolution by the Greens for the introduction of a financial transactions tax at the EU level. Until now the SPÖ had demanded precisely such a tax. The SPÖ is therefore against limiting financial speculation such as that which just led to the worldwide financial crisis. It thus supports the “locusts”’, Ulrike Lunacek, foreign policy spokeswoman for the Greens criticized. She had brought forward the motion together with budget spokesman Bruno Rossman.
In Faymann’s era the SPÖ is therefore breaking with its internationalist traditions. This is less than understandable, since even the ÖVP managed to speak out in favor of the tax.

German text: http://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20080924_OTS0265/lunacek-faymann-spoe-lehnt-finanztransaktionssteuer-ab 
3) SPÖ press release, 24 September 2008

Bayr to Glaser: Will not support a motion misused for campaign purposes
SPÖ will bring forward own motion for the introduction of a tax on financial transactions

Vienna (SK) – ‘For the SPÖ it is not possible to support a motion when it is meant to serve the purposes of an election campaign. This was the case with today’s motion by the Greens supporting the introduction of a financial transactions tax. In this motion, the work of Chancellor Alfred Gusenbauer was denigrated in an unqualified manner and in a way unrelated to the actual content of the motion,’ the development spokeswoman of the SPÖ, Petra Bayr, underlined, commenting on the statement by ÖVP MP Glaser during the parliamentary session.

The SPÖ had brought forward a motion supporting a financial transactions tax in July. ‘Today we will bring forward our own motion on this topic. The difference will be that in our motion there will be no defamation of members of the government and that our motion will not be a campaign pamphlet, as was the case with the Greens’ motion. The main concern of our motion will be the actual content and implications of the policy. Then my colleague Glaser and his parliamentary group can show how important the financial transaction tax is for him. I assume that the entire ÖVP will support the motion,’ Bayr said.


German text: http://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20080924_OTS0338/bayr-zu-glaser-geben-antrag-zu-wahlkampfzwecken-keine-zustimmung 
Appendix B: Policy issues and issue areas
Below is the issue and issue area coding scheme for the press releases.

	Issue
	Issue area

	Special pension rules, e.g. for persons with physically demanding jobs
	pensions

	Increasing pensions
	pensions

	Funding of pensions
	pensions

	Postal delivery of pensions
	pensions

	Subsidized rail travel for pensioners
	pensions

	Pensioners: support in dealing with local bureaucracy
	pensions

	Pensioners: support for victims of crime
	pensions

	Minimum pension
	pensions

	Funding of the Austrian Chamber of Labour
	economy

	Privatization/liberalization: Austrian Airlines
	economy

	Privatization/liberalization: postal service/telecommunications
	economy

	State supervision of financial markets and of semi-nationalized companies
	economy

	Unemployment
	economy

	State support for private companies
	economy

	Measures to support economic growth
	economy

	Privatization/liberalization: water
	economy

	Cartels: reversing burden of proof
	economy

	Privatization/liberalization: forests, lakes
	economy

	Privatization/liberalization: National railway
	economy

	Liberalization of international trade
	economy

	Maternity allowance
	families

	Children's rights
	families

	Equality of men and women
	families

	Quotas (women)
	families

	Divorce/taking care of children
	families

	Support for families (child benefits)
	families

	Extending child care/kindergarten
	families

	Support for children during legal proceedings
	families

	Foreigners: tuition fees, restricted access to university
	multiculturalism

	Protection of South Tyrol
	multiculturalism

	Compensation: national socialism
	multiculturalism

	Minority protection: Roma
	multiculturalism

	Multi-lingual signs at entry to city
	multiculturalism

	Rights of asylum seeks/deportation
	multiculturalism

	Acquiring citizenship
	multiculturalism

	Construction of mosques and minarets
	multiculturalism

	Foreigners: crime
	multiculturalism

	Preference for Austrian job candidates
	multiculturalism

	Genital mutilation
	multiculturalism

	Headscarves (banning)
	multiculturalism

	Freedom of religion, religion in schools
	multiculturalism

	Support for language learning/German classes
	multiculturalism

	Formation of ghettos
	multiculturalism

	EU: centralism/subsidiarity
	EU

	National referendum (in Austria) on EU treaties and expansion
	EU

	EU social policy
	EU

	Protecting EU borders (Schengen)
	EU

	EU immigration and refugee policy
	EU

	EU accession of Turkey
	EU

	EU accession of Serbia
	EU

	EU accession of Ukraine
	EU

	EU expansion (especially 2007)
	EU

	EU subsidies (e.g. funding for SMEs)
	EU

	Unique EU rate of corporate tax
	EU

	Reverse charge system / international trade
	EU

	Taxing international finance
	taxes & budget

	Public budget deficit
	taxes & budget

	Income taxes and tax reform
	taxes & budget

	Taxes on special income (vacation/Christmas/evening work)
	taxes & budget

	Wealth taxes
	taxes & budget

	Tax rebates for donations to charity
	taxes & budget

	Avoidance of tax evasion
	taxes & budget

	Tax rebates for services used in the household
	taxes & budget

	Guidelines for tax refunds
	taxes & budget

	Financial aid for petrol for agricultural vehicles
	environment

	Motorway fees
	environment

	Public support of public transport
	environment

	National efforts against climate change
	environment

	Nuclear energy
	environment

	Waste collection/incineration/"rubbish tourism"
	environment

	Limiting transit traffic/limiting lorry traffic
	environment

	Extending airports/airplane traffic noise
	environment

	International efforts against climate change / Kyoto Protocol
	environment

	Animal rights/arresting animal rights protesters
	environment

	Support for commuters
	environment

	City traffic: congestion charge, parking fees
	environment

	Car-free day
	environment

	Noise protection (Water bikes)
	environment

	Water quality in the Danube canal
	environment

	FPÖ activities (e.g. protests) and left-wing/Green opposition
	security & crime

	White-collar crime
	security & crime

	Police: equipment/funding
	security & crime

	Border protection (Burgenland)
	security & crime

	Video surveillance
	security & crime

	Duty of disclosure to the state/freedom of information 
	security & crime

	Punishment of sexual offenders
	security & crime

	Victim protection (e.g. in domestic crime)
	security & crime

	Punishing traffic violations
	security & crime

	Youth crime
	security & crime

	Fight against international terrorism
	security & crime

	Quality of food (organic food, pesticides)
	health care

	Prescription fees
	health care

	Nutrition/sport/healthy living (especially among children)
	health care

	Extension of elderly care
	health care

	Integration/support of people with disabilities
	health care

	Patients' rights
	health care

	Support for long-term carers
	health care

	Debts of health care providers (health care reform)
	health care

	Emergency rescue services
	health care

	Hospitals: equipment, funding
	health care

	Investigative commission: psychiatry in Vienna
	health care

	Health care for Austrians when abroad
	health care

	Public funding for group GP practices
	health care

	Protection from epidemics (flu)
	health care

	Impact of mobile phone masts on health
	health care

	Equality of opportunity in education
	education

	Supporting elites in education (elite universities)
	education

	School autonomy
	education

	Introducing comprehensive schools
	education

	Allowing and regulating private schools
	education

	Tuition fees, restricting entry to university
	education

	Supporting education of apprentices (A-levels, university)
	education

	Size of classes (maintaining village schools)
	education

	Apprenticeships/guarantee of apprenticeship places
	education

	Support for drivers' education for apprentices
	education

	Safety of children on the way to school
	education

	Increasing the number of technical colleges
	education

	Introducing school psychologists
	education

	Reform of teacher training
	education

	Students: cheaper public transport
	education

	Support for young scientists at universities
	education

	Investments in education
	education

	Creation of the BIFIE (teaching training support)
	education

	Schools in Vienna: availability/status of classroom space
	education

	Teaching EU matters in school
	education

	Upgrading/extending roads and motorways
	infrastructure

	Upgrading/extending train network
	infrastructure

	Energy provision
	infrastructure

	Telecommunications infrastructure
	infrastructure

	Fire-fighters: equipment/funding
	infrastructure

	Rebuilding the Pratervorplatz
	infrastructure

	Building bicycle paths
	infrastructure

	Investments in water network and pipes
	infrastructure

	Kärntnerstraße: restoration
	infrastructure

	Infrastructure: motorcycles
	infrastructure

	Stadium in Carinthia
	infrastructure

	Reform of the police (administrative structure)
	reform

	Privileges of civil servants
	reform

	License fees (public broadcaster)
	reform

	Reform of parliament (investigative committees, rules of procedure)
	reform

	Introducing/enhancing means of direct democracy
	reform

	Party financing/corruption
	reform

	Postal voting
	reform

	Reform of judiciary (administrative structure)
	reform

	Party influence on public broadcaster
	reform

	Investigative committee: Ministry of the Interior (scandal)
	reform

	Investigative committee: Eurofighter jets (scandal)
	reform

	Improving access to citizen services
	reform

	Use of citizen data by ministries for campaign purposes
	reform

	Kabeg Scandal (Carinthia)
	reform

	Administrative reform (reform of the federal system)
	reform

	Party patronage: hospitals/health care
	reform

	Party patronage: FFG (research funding)
	reform

	Public funding of church buildings
	reform

	Public funding of the media
	reform

	Public budgets of local authorities
	reform

	Cost of renting, protecting people renting
	services & social security

	Basic income
	services & social security

	Abuse of social services/support
	services & social security

	Making begging illegal
	services & social security

	Supporting the newly unemployed
	services & social security

	Price of petrol
	services & social security

	Protection from private bankruptcy
	services & social security

	Protecting wage agreements
	services & social security

	Consumer protection: flights
	services & social security

	Corporate profits
	services & social security

	Consumer protection: technology/internet/telephones
	services & social security

	Fighting inflation: lowering VAT
	services & social security

	Fighting inflation: support with heating costs
	services & social security

	Fighting inflation: monitoring prices
	services & social security

	Fighting inflation: general
	services & social security

	Legalization/regulation of drugs
	values & traditionalism

	Public funding for arts and culture
	values & traditionalism

	Gay rights
	values & traditionalism

	Abortion
	values & traditionalism

	Euthanasia
	values & traditionalism

	Prostitution
	values & traditionalism

	Human rights in China
	values & traditionalism

	NATO accession/neutrality
	foreign affairs

	Level/aims of development aid
	foreign affairs

	Recognition of former Yugoslav Republics
	foreign affairs

	Budget of the army
	foreign affairs

	Army bases
	foreign affairs

	Disarmament / Illegal arms (US-India nuclear weapons accord)
	foreign affairs

	Opposition to child soldiers
	foreign affairs

	War between Russia and Georgia
	foreign affairs

	Hörsching Affair (mistreatment of officers)
	foreign affairs

	Agricultural subsidies
	urban/rural

	Seasonal workers: regulation
	urban/rural

	Residual
	residual


Appendix C: Descriptive assessment of issue engagement

To provide more detail on patterns of issue engagement in the press releases we study, we present descriptive analyses in this Appendix.

First, Table C.1 shows the number of press releases each party sent out (Column 2), how many distinct issues each party addressed (Column 3), and how many press releases addressed policy issues (Column 4). The total number of party press releases varies systematically across parties (Column 2), as does the total number of different issues that each party addresses (Column 3). In particular, large parties with many resources – the SPÖ and the ÖVP – publish more press releases and address more issues than smaller parties with fewer resources. Finally, Austrian parties indeed addressed policy issues in the 2008 election campaign: about 80 per cent of the 2,453 press releases deal with policy issues (Column 4). The remaining 20 per cent deal with non-policy topics such as evaluations of the party leaders’ performance in televised debates or reports on campaign events.

Table C.1: Policy-related party press releases

	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	Party
	# of press releases
	# of issues
	% of press releases dealing
with policy issues

	SPÖ
	836
	123
	82.9%

	ÖVP
	694
	114
	74.9%

	FPÖ
	397
	108
	82.9%

	BZÖ
	303
	71
	66.3%

	Greens
	223
	68
	82.0%

	Total
	2,453
	189
	78.5%


Figure 1 presents the frequency with which the different issues were covered in press releases in the 2008 election campaign. Two issues, ‘fighting inflation’ (N = 156) and ‘the reduction of the value-added tax’ (N = 126), dominated the campaign agenda. This corresponds closely to other descriptions of the campaigns (e.g. Hofer and Tóth 2008). 40 issues, or a little over 20 per cent, were only raised once in the election campaign. 

Figure C.1: Number of party press releases on each issue in the 2008 Austrian election 
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Note: This histogram shows the frequency with which each of the 189 issues identified is mentioned in party press releases. The y-axis presents the number of issues, the x-axis the number of press releases. The two most frequently occurring issues are labelled.
Figure C.2 presents information on issue engagement by parties. First, the total number of issues raised varies by party, with the SPÖ and the ÖVP talking about the largest number of distinct  issues (123 and 114, respectively). The Figure also shows that most issue engagement is partial, involving only a subset of the five parties. Only very few issues are addressed by a single party. Overall, issue engagement is something that generally takes place among some, but rarely all parties.

Figure C.2: Number of issues shared with competitors
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Note: This graph shows how many issues parties share with no, one, two, three or all four competitors (N = 189 policy issues).

Appendix D: Results of robustness checks

As a robustness check, we estimated a regression model using the product of issue emphasis of two parties as the dependent variable. This variable measures the degree of issue engagement as it increases with the number of press releases each party sends out on a given issue. The results of negative binomial regression models (Table D.1) lead to identical conclusions as those reported in Table 1 in the main paper, although for one of these models (Model 3) the effect for policy differences is no longer statistically significant using randomization test p-values.  

We also test the robustness of our results with an analysis at the level of policy areas, not individual issues. For each party dyad-policy area observation, we use the share of issue engagement in that area as our dependent variable (see also Figure 1 in the main paper). The results are robust to this model specification (Table D.2). 

Table D.1: Explaining issue engagement using count data 
(neg. binomial regression models)
	
	
	
	

	
	Model 1
	Model 2
	Model 3

	Policy difference (manifesto data)
	-0.641
	
	-0.361

	
	(0.015)
	
	(0.083)

	
	[0.052]
	
	[0.202]

	Resources: large vs. large
	
	1.577
	1.639

	
	
	(<0.001)
	(<0.001)

	
	
	[0.170]
	[0.147]

	Resources: large vs. medium-sized
	
	0.761
	0.903

	
	
	(0.013)
	(0.006)

	
	
	[0.509]
	[0.444]

	Resources: large vs. small
	
	Reference
	Reference

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Resources: medium-sized vs. small
	
	-0.686
	-0.573

	
	
	(0.126)
	(0.186)

	
	
	[0.498]
	[0.633]

	Resources: small vs. small
	
	-1.684
	-1.501

	
	
	(<0.001)
	(<0.001)

	
	
	[0.033]
	[0.063]

	Salience in party manifestos 
	5.495
	8.440
	5.974

	
	(0.451)
	(0.046)
	(0.222)

	
	[0.523]
	[0.081]
	[0.245]

	Systemic salience
	1.620
	1.682
	1.762

	
	(<0.001)
	(<0.001)
	(<0.001)

	
	[0.789]
	[0.713]
	[0.649]

	Ministerial responsibility
	0.581
	-0.230
	-0.258

	
	(0.078)
	(0.399)
	(0.365)

	
	[0.419]
	[0.550]
	[0.620]

	Media salience 
	3.590
	0.823
	0.570

	
	(0.208)
	(0.651)
	(0.788)

	
	[0.179]
	[0.496]
	[0.759]

	Constant
	-1.377
	-1.551
	-1.495

	
	(0.003)
	(<0.001)
	(<0.001)

	
	[0.983]
	[0.986]
	[0.992]

	Alpha (log-transformed)
	2.268
	2.193
	2.120

	
	(<0.001)
	(<0.001)
	(<0.001)

	Log Likelihood
	-3029.3
	-3174.6
	-2974.9

	BIC
	6110.5
	6424.6
	6031.4

	Observations
	1670
	1890
	1670


p-values based on clustered standard errors in parentheses; randomization test p-values in brackets.
Table D.2: Explaining issue engagement for policy areas (linear regression models)
	
	
	
	

	
	Model 1
	Model 2
	Model 3

	
	
	
	

	Policy difference (manifesto data)
	-6.547
	
	-5.731

	
	(0.002)
	
	(0.034)

	
	[<0.001]
	
	[0.083]

	Resources: large vs. large
	
	14.38
	13.69

	
	
	(<0.001)
	(0.001)

	
	
	[0.117]
	[0.097]

	Resources: large vs. medium-sized
	
	7.859
	11.27

	
	
	(0.011)
	(0.005)

	
	
	[0.147]
	[0.112]

	Resources: large vs. small
	
	Reference
	Reference

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Resources: medium-sized vs. small
	
	-3.674
	-1.971

	
	
	(0.166)
	(0.370)

	
	
	[0.648]
	[0.810]

	Resources: small vs. small
	
	-6.990
	-3.626

	
	
	(0.081)
	(0.269)

	
	
	[0.253]
	[0.420]

	Salience in party manifestos
	213.7
	281.7
	178.3

	
	(0.004)
	(<0.001)
	(0.014)

	
	[0.166]
	[0.099]
	[0.160]

	Systemic salience
	-1.103
	7.679
	7.647

	
	(0.721)
	(0.030)
	(0.039)

	
	[>0.999]
	[>0.999]
	[0.992]

	Ministerial responsibility
	9.907
	4.579
	4.728

	
	(0.007)
	(0.072)
	(0.087)

	
	[0.059]
	[0.388]
	[0.192]

	Media salience
	-6.207
	40.61
	-10.52

	
	(0.701)
	(0.014)
	(0.539)

	
	[0.591]
	[0.008]
	[0.433]

	Constant
	30.16
	7.343
	15.98

	
	(0.003)
	(0.281)
	(0.073)

	
	[0.061]
	[0.803]
	[0.369]

	Adjusted R2
	0.227
	0.326
	0.310

	Observations
	130
	160
	130


p-values based on clustered standard errors in parentheses; randomization test p-values in brackets.
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