Supplementary material 1: Overview of the initial vaccine rollout across Europe 

The first COVID-19 vaccine to arrive and be approved in Europe was Comirnaty® (Pfizer BioNTech) (1). The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) granted emergency authorization for the United Kingdom (UK) to start inoculating the population in early December 2020 (2). In fact, the first individual to receive the first dose in the UK did so on the 8th of December 2020(3). The Swissmedic agency approved Comirnaty® on the 19th of December 2020 and Switzerland started vaccination dissemination on the 23rd of December 2020 (4,5). The European Medical Agency (EMA) approved Comirnaty® on the 21st of December 2020 (1). Through the advanced purchase agreement that was set up between EU countries, all countries had access to the first vaccination batches on 27-28th December 2020 (6). Later, in 2021, the EMA approved another three COVID-19 vaccines in a staggered fashion, Spikevax® (Moderna) on 6th January, Vaxzevria® (AstraZeneca) on 29th January and Jannsen® (Johnson & Johnson) on 11th March (1). EU countries started to receive these in batches across the weeks (6). The UK approved the AstraZeneca vaccine on 30th December and the Moderna Vaccine on 8th January (7,8). The Swissmedic agency approved Moderna vaccine on the 12th of January 2021 (4). 
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