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Below is what participants read, presented in the same order as participants saw it. Page 1 and 2 includes information that was identical to all participants regardless of condition. They were identical in Study 2 and 3 as well. From page 3, participants read different information depending on which condition they were randomly assigned to. Here, we show the stimuli presented for participants in 1) Control one project, 2) UA 1 child unit, 3) UA 3 adults unit, and 4) UA 1 adult unit. 
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Page 3 - For participants in Control one project 
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Page 3 – For participants in UA 1 child unit 
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Page 3 – For participants in UA 3 adults unit 
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Page 3 – For participants in UA 1 adult unit 
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Pages 4-5 – For participants in UA-conditions and in Control two projects
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[bookmark: _Toc140055023]Willingness to pay (WTP) 
For WTP, we pre-registered to employ winsorizing for participants that would indicate extreme values, defined as a value above three standard deviations from the mean. However, when we later examined the data, the distribution of the residuals still pointed to it being skewed. Therefore, we also tested to winsorize values under and over the 5th and 95th percentile, which then improved the distribution of the residuals. Therefore, we employed and pre-registered this winsorizing technique for Study 2 and 3. To be consistent with which winsorizing technique we use, we will therefore also for Study 1 present the results for WTP based on winsorizing of 5th and 95th percentile. The results based on our pre-registered method for Study 1, three standard deviations from the mean, did not differ from the presented main results and can be found below, also in the Supplementary materials. The overall results for WTP across conditions can be found in Table 1 below.
Table 1
WTP across conditions for all three studies, both for the unit project and the main project (Bongolo)
	
	Conditions
	Unit project: WTP (SD) 
	Bongolo: WTP (SD)

	Study 1
	Control one project
	
	863.7 (277.0)

	
	Control two projects
	799.0 (187.9)
	809.2 (236.9)

	
	UA 1 child unit 
	672.8 (264.6)
	848.7 (275.8)

	
	UA 3 adults unit
	748.2 (233.1)
	856.3 (277.3)

	
	UA 1 adult unit
	593.8 (287.0)
	797.8 (273.4)

	Study 2 
	Control children
	
	426 447.6 (1 231 575.7)

	
	UA children
	113 043.1 (281 039.7)
	204 917.9 (514 692.0)

	
	Control adults 
	
	523 578.9 (1 333 208.7)

	
	UA adults
	91 320.0 (265 298.1)
	256 994.5 (801 068.8)

	
	Control mix
	
	171 728.7 (408 450.1)

	
	UA mix, child unit
	136 874.1 (359 649.3)
	266 429.9 (615 849.2)

	
	UA mix, adult unit
	100 097.0 (266 031.5)
	190 793.3 (484 178.7)

	Study 3
	Control condition 
	
	353 945.0 (939 930.3)

	
	UA two projects 
	193 187.0 (568 434.6)
	884 797.8 (2 605 058.3)

	
	UA one project 
	8 732.0 (23 471.2)
	249 936.5 (700 757.4)


[bookmark: _Toc89948693]
Similar to helping motivation, we conducted planned contrast for WTP to investigate a possible unit asking effect. The contrast between the two control conditions and the three UA conditions for project Bongolo was not significant, t(958) = 0.123, p = .902. Next, we conducted planned contrasts among the three UA conditions. Of these, only the contrast between the UA condition 1 adult unit and UA 3 adults was significant, t(958) = 2.14, p = .033, d = .22, in favor of UA 3 adults unit (i.e., indicating scope-sensitivity).[footnoteRef:1] Overall, these results contrasts to our hypotheses.     [1:  The comparison between UA 1 child unit and UA 1 adult was not significant (p = .063), and neither was the comparison between UA 1 child unit and UA 3 adults (p = .782). ] 

Last, to test for a potential age effect, we conducted a planned contrast between UA 1 child unit and UA 1 adult unit with WTP to project Mukunda as the dependent variable (i.e., 1 child vs. 1 adult). This was significant, t(763) = 3.15, p = .002, d = .32, meaning the child unit received higher WTP than the adult unit, in line with an age effect.
[bookmark: _Toc140055024]Results of WTP when winsorizing based on 3SD
Below are the descriptives and statistical analyses of WTP when the variable was winsorized according to values above three standard deviations from the mean (in line with our pre-registration). Below, Table 2 shows the means (SD) for the two projects across the conditions. 
Table 2
Mean WTP (SD) for the two projects across the conditions 
	Conditions
	Unit project (Mukunda): 
WTP (SD) 
	Bongolo: 
WTP (SD)

	Control one project
	
	3507.3 (25 171.1)

	Control two projects
	1408.3 (5037.0)
	884.3 (659.8)

	UA 1 child unit
	1754.6 (10 146.3)
	1451.9 (5065.8)

	UA 3 adults unit
	967.2 (1373.3)
	1181.4 (2095.5)

	UA 1 adult unit
	739.9 (1206.8)
	966.7 (1350.5)



A one-way ANOVA with winsorized WTP for project Bongolo as the dependent variable and conditions as the independent variable showed that there was no significant difference between conditions in how much participants indicated WTP, F(4, 958) = 1.71, p = .145. A non-parametric Kruskal-Wallis test also revealed a similar non-significant result between conditions, χ2(4, N = 963) = 7.868, p = .097
The planned contrast between control vs. unit asking conditions for WTP was not significant, t(958) = 1.306, p = .192. The one-way ANOVA between the three unit asking conditions was not significant either, F(2, 572) = 1.077, p = .341. 
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In Study 1, we gave participants a range for the indicated WTP, describing what a normal cost for a project is. In Study 2, we removed this range for the WTP measure. We did this to more closely replicate the methodology of previous studies, since previous UA studies have not had such a range but have let people indicate their WTP without prescribed boundaries. As WTP has been the main dependent variable in all previous studies, this range can be a potential explanation for the lack of a UA effect in Study 1, especially as the means for WTP in Study 1 were within the indicated range (see Table 1). However, this prescribed range should not explain why we did not find a UA effect in Study 1 for helping motivation or explain the reversed UA effect we found. Therefore, this difference should be of less importance compared to the other changes made from Study 1 to Study 2.  
[bookmark: _Toc140055027]Stimuli material
Below, the stimuli shown to participants for the first (project Mukunda) and second project (project Bongolo) are presented for the following conditions: 1) UA Only children, 2) UA Only adults, 3) UA mix, child unit, and 4) UA mix, adult unit. Prior to seeing this, all participants saw the first two pages that were described for Study 1.

1) For participants in UA only children 
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2) For participants in UA only adults
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3) For participants in UA mix, child unit 
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4) For participants in UA mix, adult unit 
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Table 1 shows the winsorized means of WTP for each condition, divided for project Mukunda and Bongolo. First, comparing the control and UA condition that helps only children, we conducted an independent t-test with winsorized WTP. The result was significant, t(385) = 2.30, p = .022, d = 0.23, showing that WTP to project Bongolo helping 20 children was significantly higher in the control condition than in the UA condition. Thus, there is no support for a UA effect and instead, we find a weak effect in the opposite direction. We also conducted a non-parametric Mann-Whitney test for this comparison, revealing a non-significant result test, U = 18,252.00, p = .671.
Second, comparing the control and UA condition that helps only adults, the result of an independent t-test was once again significant, t(383) = 2.36, p = .019, d = 0.24. Contrary to our hypothesis, the WTP to project Bongolo helping 20 adults was significantly higher in the control condition than in the UA condition. Again, this does not support a UA effect but rather weak support for an effect in the opposite direction. A Mann-Whitney test for this same comparison also revealed a significant result, U = 14 779.00, p = .001. 
Third, comparing the control and UA conditions that helped a mix of children and adults, we conducted two independent t-tests. First, comparing the control condition and the UA condition with a child as the unit, the result did not reach significance, t(377) = -1.78, p = .076. A Mann-Whitney test for this same comparison also revealed a non-significant result, U = 17 775.00, p = .886. Second, to further compare the control and UA condition that helped a mix of children and adults, we compared the control condition with the second UA condition that instead had an adult as the unit. The result was not significant either, t(382) = -0.42, p = .676. A Mann-Whitney test for this same comparison also revealed a non-significant result, U = 17 451.00, p = .372. These results indicate that the WTP to project Bongolo helping 5 children and 15 adults did not differ between the unit asking conditions and the control condition.
Last, to test for a possible age effect for WTP, we conducted the same four comparisons as we did for helping motivation. First, for project Mukunda, the planned contrast between UA children and UA adults (i.e., 1 child vs. 1 adult) was not significant (p = .474) and neither was the contrast between UA mix child unit and UA mix adult unit (p = .232). For project Bongolo, the planned contrast between control adults and control children (i.e., 20 adults vs. 20 children) was not significant (p = .257), and neither was the contrast between UA children and UA adults (p = .551). Thus, there were no indications of an age effect for WTP.
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Below, the stimuli shown to participants for pages 3 and 5 in the following conditions are presented: 1) Control condition, 2) UA two projects, 3) UA one project. Again, pages 1-2 were identical to those presented for Study 1. Page 4 was different only in UA one project and therefore shown below. For UA two projects, page 4 was identical to that presented in Study 1.

Page 3 - For participants control condition
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Pages 3 and 5 - For participants in UA two projects
[image: En bild som visar text

Automatiskt genererad beskrivning]

[image: En bild som visar text

Automatiskt genererad beskrivning]



Pages 3-5 - For participants in UA one project
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For WTP, we pre-registered to winsorize values under and over the 5th and 95th percentile. Table 1 shows the winsorized WTP for the three conditions, both for the unit project (Mukunda/one child) and project Bongolo. We conducted an ANOVA with conditions as the independent variable and WTP for project Bongolo as the dependent variable. It revealed a significant difference between the three conditions, F(2, 1138) = 16.29, p < .001, ηp2 = .03. Contrary to our hypothesis, Bonferroni post-hoc tests revealed that project Bongolo in the UA condition with two projects received significantly higher WTP compared to both the control condition (p < .001) and the UA condition with one project (p < .001), but no significant difference between the control condition and UA one project condition was found (p = 1.00). However, this result was not confirmed with a non-parametric Kruskal-Wallis test, which did not reveal a significant difference between conditions, H(2, N = 1141) = 4.19, p = .123. 
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BONGOLO

Emergency micro project Bongolo wil treat sick children and adults suffering from
Schistosomiasis.

This project is called Bongolo, named after the village that wil receive the help. Bongolo is
located in the west part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, one child and three adults suffering
from Schistosomiasis will be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Bongolo.
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How important is project Bongolo to implement?
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How prioritized is project Bongolo to you?
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How worthy of financing is project Bongolo?
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To show that you are paying attention, please put the siider on number 0.
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What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Bongolo?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD ($).

An average cost for a normal emergency micro project is $600-1000.
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MUKUNDA
Emergency micro project Mukunda will treat sick children suffering from Schistosomiasis.

“This project i called Mukunda, named after the village that wil receive the help. Mukunda
s located in the southeast part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Mukunda is implemented, one child suflering from
‘Schistosomiasis il be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Mukunda.

Very it Very much
o 1 2 % 4 s & 70 @ w0 10

How important s project Mukunda to implement?

@
How prioritized s project Mukunda to you?

&
How worthy of financing is project Mukunda?

&

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Mukunda?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (5).

An average cost for a normal emergency micro project is $600-1000.
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MUKUNDA
Emergency micro project Mukunda will treat sick adults sufering from Schistosomiass.

“This project i called Mukunda, named after the village that wil receive the help. Mukunda
s located in the southeast part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Mukunda is implemented, three adults suffering from
‘Schistosomiasis il be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Mukunda.

Very it Very much
o 1 2 % 4 s & 70 @ w0 10

How important s project Mukunda to implement?

L 4
How prioritized is project Mukunda to you?

@
How worthy of financing is project Mukunda?

@

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Mukunda?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (5).

An average cost for a normal emergency micro project is $600-1000.
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MUKUNDA
Emergency micro project Mukunda will treat sick adults sufering from Schistosomiass.

“This project i called Mukunda, named after the village that wil receive the help. Mukunda
s located in the southeast part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Mukunda is implemented, one adult suffering from
‘Schistosomiasis il be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Mukunda.

Very it Very much
o 1 2 % 4 s & 70 @ w0 10

How important s project Mukunda to implement?

L 4
How prioritized is project Mukunda to you?

@
How worthy of financing is project Mukunda?

@

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Mukunda?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (5).

An average cost for a normal emergency micro project is $600-1000.
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Now you will read about another emergency micro project, called Bongolo. Emergency
micro project Bongolo is similar to the previous project.

Remember to evaluate this project independent of your evaluation in the previous project.
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BONGOLO

Emergency micro project Bongolo wil treat sick children and adults suffering from
Schistosomiasis.

This project is called Bongolo, named after the village that wil receive the help. Bongolo is
located in the west part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, one child and three adults suffering
from Schistosomiasis will be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Bongolo.

Very litte Very much
0 10 2 £ 40 50 60 70 0 % 100

How important is project Bongolo to implement?
How prioritized is project Bongolo to you?
How worthy of financing is project Bongolo?

To show that you are paying attention, please put the siider on number 0.
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What i the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Bongolo?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD ($).

An average cost for a normal emergency micro project is $600-1000.
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MUKUNDA
Emergency micro project Mukunda will treat sick children suffering from Schistosomiasis.

“This project i called Mukunda, named after the village that wil receive the help. Mukunda
s located in the southeast part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Mukunda is implemented, one child suflering from
‘Schistosomiasis il be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Mukunda.

Very it Very much
o 1 2 % 4 s & 70 @ w0 10

How important s project Mukunda to implement?

@
How prioritized s project Mukunda to you?

&
How worthy of financing is project Mukunda?

&

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Mukunda?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (5).
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BONGOLO
Emergency micro project Bongolo willtreat sick children suffering from Schistosomiasis.

This project s called Bongolo, named after the vilage that willreceive the help. Bongolo is
located n the west part of the Democratic Repubiic of the Congo

it emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, 20 children suffering from
Schistosomiasis wil be treated.
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Based o the information you have, please evaluate project Bongolo.
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How important is project Bongolo to implement?

How prioritized is project Bongolo to you?

@

How worthy of financing is project Bongolo?

@

To show that you are paying attention, please put the sider on number 0.

What s the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Bongolo?
Ansiwer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD ().
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MUKUNDA
Emergency micro project Mukunda will treat sick adults sufering from Schistosomiass.

This project is called Mukunda, named after the vilage that vilreceive the help. Mukunda
is located in the southeast part of the Democratic Repubic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Mukunda is implemented, one adult suffering from
Schistosomiasis wil be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Mukunda.

very e Very much
o " 2 3« s & 70 s % 10

How important s project Mukunda to implement?
@
How prioritized s project Mukunda to you?
&

How worthy of financing is project Mukunda?

What s the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Mukunda?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD ().
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BONGOLO
Emergency micro project Bongolo willtreat sick adults suffering from Schistosomiasis.

This project is called Bongolo, named after the village that will receive the help. Bongolo is
located in the west part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, 20 adults sufering from
Schistosomiasis will be treated.
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Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Bongolo

Very e Very much
o 1 2w 4w s e 7 & 80 10

How important is project Bongolo to implement?

How prioritized is project Bongolo to you?

How worthy of financing is project Bongolo?

To show that you are paying attention, please put the siider on number 0

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Bongolo?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (S).
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MUKUNDA
Emergency micro project Mukunda will et sick children suffering from Schistosomiasis.

This project is called Mukunda, named afte the village that willreceive the help. Mukunda
is located in the southeast part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Mukunda is implemented, 1 child suffering from
Schistosomiasis will be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Mukunda.

Very e Very much
o 1 2w 4w s e 7 & 80 10

How important is project Mukunda to implement?

@
How prioritized is project Mukunda to you?

&
How worthy of financing is project Mukunda?

&

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Mukunda?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (S).
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BONGOLO

Emergency micro project Bongolo will reat sick children and adults suffering from
Schistosomiasis.

This project is called Bongolo, named after the village that wil receive the help. Bongolo is
located in the west part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo

If emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, 5 children and 15 aduits suffering
ffom Schistosomiasis il be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Bongolo.

Very e Very much
o 1 2 ® & s & 70 8 % 10

How important is project Bongolo to implement?

@
How prioritized is project Bongolo to you?

L 4
How worthy of financing is project Bongolo?

@

To show that you are paying attention, please put the slider on number 0.

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Bongolo?
Answier this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (5}
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MUKUNDA
Emergency micro project Mukunda will treat sick adults sufering from Schistosomiass.

This project is called Mukunda, named after the vilage that vilreceive the help. Mukunda
is located in the southeast part of the Democratic Repubic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Mukunda is implemented, 1 adult sufiering from
Schistosomiasis wil be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Mukunda.
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How important s project Mukunda to implement?

How prioitized s project Mukunda to you?

How worthy of financing is project Mukunda?

What s the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Mukunda?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD ().
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BONGOLO

Emergency micro project Bongolo will reat sick children and adults suffering from
Schistosomiasis.

This project is called Bongolo, named after the village that wil receive the help. Bongolo is
located in the west part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo

If emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, 5 children and 15 aduits suffering
ffom Schistosomiasis il be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Bongolo.

Very e Very much
o 1 2 ® & s & 70 8 % 10

How important is project Bongolo to implement?

@
How prioritized is project Bongolo to you?

L 4
How worthy of financing is project Bongolo?

@

To show that you are paying attention, please put the slider on number 0.

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Bongolo?
Answier this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (5}
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BONGOLO

Emergency micro project Bongolo wil treat sick children suffering from Schistosomiasis.

This project is called Bongolo, named after the vilage that will receive the help. Bongolo is

located in the west part of the Democratic Republic ofthe Congo

If emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, 20 children suffering from
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Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Bongolo.

very e
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How important s project Bongolo to implement?

How prioritized s project Bongolo to you?

@

How worthy of inancing is project Bongolo?

@

To show that you are paying attention, pleas put the siider on number 0.

What s the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Bongolo?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD ().
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Very much
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MUKUNDA
Emergency micro project Mukunda willtreat sick children suffering from Schistosomiasks.

This project is called Mukunda, named afte the village that willreceive the help. Mukunda
is located in the southeast part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

If emergency micro project Mukunda is implemented, one child suffering from
Schistosomiasis will be treated.

Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Mukunda.

Very e Very much
o 1 2w 4w s e 7 & 80 10

How important is project Mukunda to implement?

@
How prioritized is project Mukunda to you?

&
How worthy of financing is project Mukunda?

&

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Mukunda?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (S).
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BONGOLO

Emergency micro project Bongolo wil treat sick children suffering from Schistosomiasis.

“This project i called Bongolo, named after the village that wil receive the help. Bongolo is

located in the west part of the Democratic Republic ofthe Congo

If emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, 20 children suffering from
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Based on the information you have, please evaluate project Bongolo.

Very it
o "1 2 % 4 s & 7 @

How important s project Bongolo to implement?

How prioritized s project Bongolo to you?

@

How worthy of inancing is project Bongolo?

@

To show that you are paying attention, pleas put the siider on number 0.

What is the maximum acceptable cost of implementing project Bongolo?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (5).
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BONGOLO
Emergency micro project Bongolo wil treat sick children suffering from Schistosomiasis.

This project is called Bongolo, named after the vilage that will receive the help. Bongolo is
located in the west part of the Democratic Republic ofthe Congo

If emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, 20 children suffering from
Schistosomiasis wil be treated.

W
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Before you evaluate project Bongolo, please first think about one of thess 20 children and
answer the following questions.
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o " 2 3« s & 70 s % 10

How important would it be to help this one child?

How priortized would it be to you to help this one child?

@

How worthy of financing would it be to help this one child?

@

Before you decide how much you think the acceptable maximum cost s to implement
project Bongolo, please first think about one of these 20 children and answier a hypothetical
question: How much would you think an acceptable maximum cost s to help

this one child?

Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD ().
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Now please think about all 20 of the children that can be helped in project Bongolo.
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BONGOLO
Emergency micro project Bongolo wil treat sick children sufering from Schistosomiasis.

This project s called Bongolo, named after the village that wil receive the help. Bongolo is
located in the west part of the Democratic Repubiic of the Congo

If emergency micro project Bongolo is implemented, 20 children suffering from
‘Schistosomiasis wil be treated.
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Now please think about all 20 of these children. Based on the information you have, please
evaluate project Bongolo

Very e Very much
o 2 » 4 s & 70 s 0 10

How important is project Bongolo to implement?

@
How prioritized i project Bongolo to you?

L 4
How worthy of financing is project Bongolo?

@

To show that you ar paying attention, please put the siider on number 0.

@

Now please think about all 20 of these children. What is the maximum acceptable cost of
implementing project Bongolo?
Answer this question by indicating your preferred value in USD (5
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Imagine the following: You have work at an international non-governmental organization
(NGO). You work at a division that aims to create policies about how the organization
should allocate resources between different international emergency micro projects aimed
to help people in need. Every week you are presented with different kinds of micro

projects that you should evaluate. The projects describe how many people in need they aim
to help, who the people in need are, and what they need.

Your job is to evaluate the micro projects by rating them based on some features, as well as
to indicate the maximum acceptable cost to implement them.

Note that each micro projects should be evaluated independently and not to be compared
with other projects that you evaluate.
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In this situation, you will be presented with an emergency micro project that focuses on
treating sick people suffering from an infectious disease, called Schistosomiasis. These
people live in remote areas of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The infectious disease, Schistosomiasis, comes from being in contact with contaminated
water. Those who have been infected often experience blood in the urine, diarrhea, bloody
stool, and abdominal pain. To prevent severe symptoms such as liver damage, kidney
failure, and bladder cancer (in adults), or poor growth and learning difficulties (in children),
they need medical treatment. The cure rates of the recommended medicine are high, about
65-90% are cured after a single treatment. However, at the moment, this medicine is not
accessible in this part of the country. Therefore, this emergency micro project intends to use
advanced drones to transport rations of medicine and basic equipment to remote areas.
This has the potential of preventing suffering and saving the lives of those who have been
in contact with the contaminated water and got this disease.

‘You will rate how good the emergency micro project seems to be, and what you think is the
acceptable maximum cost to implement the project.




