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Table DS1 Characteristics of excluded studies

Study Description Results Reason for exclusion

Chambers et al27 225 pregnant women taking fluoxetine
were compared with unexposed
pregnant women

Incidence of three or more minor
anomalies was significantly higher in
infants exposed to fluoxetine, although
there was no increased risk of major
fetal anomalies

Data for paroxetine from this
data-set included in Einarson et al16

Cole et al28 Data used from United Healthcare,
originally collected for bupropion

Significantly increased occurrence of
congenital malformation following
first-trimester exposure to paroxetine
as compared with other
antidepressants

No unexposed control group
available

Diav-Citrin et al29 Data from Teratogen Information
Services in Israel and Italy

Cardiac malformations are more
frequent with paroxetine

Data for paroxetine from this
data-set included in Diav-Citrin
et al15

Einarson et al30 1243 women from prospectively
collected data exposed to
antidepressant were compared with
matched controls (1243)

As a group or individual, no
antidepressants are associated with an
increased risk for major malformations

No separate data available for
paroxetine
Possibility of repletion of data from
Einarson et al16

Einarson et al31 Outcome of pregnancy of 150 women
exposed to venlafaxine was compared
with that of pregnant women who
received SSRIs (150) and who
received non-teratogenic drugs (150)

Use of venlafaxine during pregnancy
does not increase the rate of major
malformations above the baseline rate
of 1-3%

Data for paroxetine from this
data-set included in Einarson et al16

Ericson et al32 969 women from Swedish Medical
Birth Register with reported use of
antidepressants in early pregnancy

No increase in congenital
abnormalities observable in perinatal
period

Data for paroxetine and other SSRIs
from this data-set included in Kallen
& Ollauson7

Goldstein et al33 Outcome of 796 pregnancies with
first-trimester exposure to fluoxetine,
registered in Eli Lilly database was
compared with historic reports

Maternal fluoxetine use in first
trimester is unlikely to increase the
risk of fetal malformations

No data for paroxetine and other
antidepressants available
No controls

Hendrick et al34 Birth outcomes of 138 women who
were treated with SSRIs during
pregnancy

Incidence of congenital anomalies was
1.4%, comparable to general
population rates

No control group
No data for first trimester use of
SSRIs
No separate data for paroxetine

Kallen &
Olausson7

6555 infants exposed to SSRIs were
compared with general population

Paroxetine was found to be
significantly associated with
cardiovascular defects

Data for paroxetine from this
data-set included in Reis & Kallen17

Kulin et al35 Outcome of 267 women exposed to
SSRIs during first trimester was
compared with that of unexposed
controls

Exposure to SSRI is not associated
with increased risk for major
malformations, miscarriage, stillbirth
or prematurity

Data for paroxetine form this
data-set has been included in
Einarson et al16

GlaxoSmithKline36 Women who were dispensed
bupropion during their first trimester
were compared with women who
were dispensed other antidepressants

Prevalence of cardiovascular
malformations following paroxetine
exposure is 2%
No risks with other antidepressants

No unexposed control group
available

Lennestal &
Kallen37

Data from Swedish Medical Birth
Register. Outcome of 732 women on
recently introduced antidepressants
(SNRI/NRI) in early pregnancy,
compared with that of all deliveries in
the population

No increased risk for stillbirths or
congenital malformations

Data for paroxetine from this
data-set included in Kallen &
Ollauson7

Merlob et al38 All newborns with cardiac murmurs
screened by echocardiography

Newborns exposed in utero to SSRIs
have a twofold higher risk of mild
non-syndromal heart defects than
unexposed controls

All cardiac defects were mild and
not of clear clinical significance
Different methodology

Ramos et al39 A case-control study including
women who used antidepressants
during pregnancy
Cases defined as major congenital
malformations in offspring

No association between duration of
antidepressant use in first trimester
and increased risk of major congenital
malformations

Data from this data-set included in
Berard et al8

Simon et al40 Infants exposed to tricyclic
antidepressants and SSRIs prenatally
were compared with unexposed
matched controls (USA)

Neither tricyclic antidepressant nor
SSRI exposure was significantly
associated with congenital
malformations

No separate data available for
paroxetine and other SSRIs
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Table DS1 Characteristics of excluded studies (continued)

Study Description Results Reason for exclusion

Sivojelezova
et al41

Outcome of 132 pregnant women
from Teratology Information Centre
(Canada) with citalopram use was
compared with that of a matched
disease-control group

Citalopram use in first trimester is not
associated with major teratogenic risk

Data for paroxetine from this
data-set included in Einarson et al16

Schleomp et al42 Data from Teratology Information
Services (Germany) for 119 women on
paroxetine during pregnancy were
compared with that of 645 women
who did not use antidepressants
during pregnancy

Three congenital anomalies among
infants born to women with
paroxetine; none of them were
cardiovascular anomalies

Data for paroxetine from the same
data-set included in Einarson et al16

Wilton et al43 In GP setting (UK) outcome of 2511
pregnancies was reported, where
newly marketed drug had been taken
during the pregnancy

The proportion of infants with
congenital abnormality born to
mothers exposed to newly marketed
drugs in the first trimester is similar
to the national statistic

No cardiovascular malformation in
women exposed to antidepressants

GP, general practice; NRI, noradrenaline reuptake inhibitor; SNRI, serotonin and noradrenaline reuptake inhibitors; SSRI, selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor.
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