Appendix: Coding and Codes
Coding 

In 2002 and 2007 the unit of measurement is text segments within articles, measured in the amount of space it takes up. An individual text segment, of varying length, is defined by having a unique value on each of these variables. As soon as a different issue or party is introduced, a new text segment begins. In 2011 text segments were again used, but because many of the articles now came from electronic formats they are measured in terms of ‘quasi-sentences’ (see Budge et al. 2001 for a detailed description.). The quasi-sentence is defined as an argument. A single sentence can be broken down to the number of arguments, each coded as a single unit. Because coders will not necessarily agree on the number of units in an article this might affect our results. We tested to see if the two coders differed in the number of codes used, but there was no significant difference. In any case, as we analyse the proportion of coverage, not the raw number of units, we do not consider that this would bias our results. Because the unit of observation in 2002 and 2007 is of variable length, whereas in 2011 it is of a (reasonably) standardised length, we weight the 2002 and 2007 data by the size of the text.

We measured inter-coder reliability in a number of ways. For the 2007 data we randomly selected five articles from each newspaper for re-coding. This provided us with 919 units (text segments) for reliability testing. Using Krippendorff’s alpha, regarded as a conservative measure for inter-coder reliability (Lombard, Snyder-Duch, and Bracken 2002: 600) we find that for game-oriented codes levels of agreement are highest at .95 and .94 respectively, while for issue codes agreements are somewhat lower at .78 and .82 respectively. This is not surprising because of the larger range of values on those variables, but these findings compare well with other studies and fall into what would be considered by Krippendorff (1980) and Riffe, Lacy, and Fico (1998) as good quality data. In 2011 because the unit of analysis for our two coders was the quasi-sentence rather than the whole article, we sampled 26 articles to give us up to 501 units (quasi-sentences). For the 2011 sample the Krippendorf’’s alpha was .93 (treating the data as ratio) when we tested it at the 10 level for each code. When we treat the whole article as the unit of analysis and just test for the coders’ ability to distinguish between game-framed and policy-framed articles, there was perfect agreement, though with a much smaller n (26).
Codes

10 – Political System 

	Political System (general) – References to the democratic system and its workings/implication (e.g. placing power in the hands of people/citizens). Also refers to indirect references to democracy such as “This is not a dictatorship”. DOES NOT refer to direct references to Dail, Seanad or the Electoral System

	Clientelism/Localism (as a subject) – only code for references to clientelism or localism as an abstract concept/institutional problem. Do not code mere incidences of clientelism (which belong under “locality-specific issue”) which do not make reference to the broader concept of clientelism.

	Gender/Women in politics

	Political Institutions – Factual description of the workings of the Dáil or Seanad or to the reform of Dáil or Seanad, including references to the power of independents to influence Dáil decisions

	Government Control

	Participation – code references to public participation in politics outside mere voting (public fora, protests, etc.). Also refers to exhortations to public to use their vote (rather than vote for a particular party.)

	Constitutional Rights – code references to calls to changes for referenda (e.g. on rights of children)

	Public Administration – Working of and reform of civil/public service and other state bodies.

	Croke Park Agreement – explicit references only



	Electoral System – Description of the workings of the electoral systems and discussion of alternatives to PR-STV (list system, first-past-the-post etc.)/reform of that system.


20 – Justice 

	Crime/Law Enforcement – references to the gardai (police) as institutions or their activities

	Penal System – e.g. state of prisons or broader system

	Courts – Judiciary – appointment of judges, judge pay cuts etc.

	


30 – Defence – incl. military spending, terrorism and intelligence

40 – Economy 

	Economic Crisis

	Banking Crisis – Regulation of banks/ Capitalisation of Banks

	Debt Crisis (/Bailout/IMF/ECB)

	Euro currency crisis

	Public Finances (includes references to spending cuts other than pay cuts/ cuts in public services)

	Tax – generic reference to tax where personal/corporate distinction unclear (e.g. DIRT, VAT, Excise Duties)

	Labour/ Unemployment

	Emigration

	Personal Tax – income tax, PRSI, universal social 

	Pay Cuts

	Industry and Commerce – Ease of doing business in Ireland; trade policy –goods and services e.g. education 

	Corporation Tax

	Economic Development 

Housing Market – collapse of, measures to revive (inc. stamp duty changes, 1st time buyers grant, Section 23 Mortgage Interest Relief, 2nd home property tax, non-primary residence).


50 – Agriculture

	Agriculture (general)

	Consumer Affairs – Rip-off Ireland


60 – Social Welfare 

	Social Welfare (general)

	Health

	Pensions

	Social Justice – Reference to impact of cuts on the weakest in society

	Housing – Specifically references to Social Housing as opposed to the broader housing market 

	Immigration

	Social Services/ Others


70 – Education 

	Education (general)

	Equal Opportunities

	Education Spending – state funding of private schools

	Religious control of patronage


80 – Arts/Culture – incl. arts spending

	Arts/Culture (general)

	Arts/Culture Spending

	Sport


90 – Infrastructure/Technology – incl. transport, regional development, science, broadband availability

	Infrastructure/Technology (general) – references to Information Society, Information Economy, Smart Economy, Knowledge economy, broadband development.

	Transport – roads, rail infrastructures, airports, public transport. 

	Regional Development - decentralisation

	Housing

	Science and Ethics – genetically modified organisms, stem cell research, cloning.


	100 – Environment 

Environment (general)

	Waste

	Energy


110 – Foreign Affairs 

	Foreign Affairs (general)

	EU

	International Involvement 

	Iraq war, war on terror, other conflicts


120 – Country specific: Ireland

	Northern Ireland

	Traditional Values – gay marriage, abortion, divorce


130 – Campaigning 
	Campaigning (general)

	Campaign Activities – On the trail colour pieces/campaign diary/following the candidates at particular events.

	Stunts/Gaffes - 

	Campaign Strategy - references to party strategy at national and constituency level

	Nonpartisan

	Campaigning on policy – i.e. references to importance of policy in elections without actually explaining what that policy is e.g. “our jobs strategy”. 

	Media coverage – reference to media coverage of the campaign

	Party Structure - references to party organisation/structures during and after the election.

	Campaign finance – includes corporate donations, party spending


140 – Polls/Horserace 

	Horserace (general) – references to party/candidate being ahead/behind/in trouble/characterised as losing/winning a battle, race, contest, game, competition.

	Opinion Polls –including speculation on who gets elected (but not on the likely composition of the next Dáil.)

	Candidate selection

	Leaders Debates (specifically TV debates, including debating tactics/strategy)

	Likely composition/organisation/working of next government – often in context of poll results – refers to party composition rather than individual ministers.

	Vote Maximisation – references to at national and constituency level


150 – Leadership – references to competence and performance of leaders

Leadership/ Competence/ Performance including questions of leadership abilities. This includes candidates offering  their assessments (presumably generally negative) of each other. Examples where candidates criticise an opponent’s policy position should be coded in two units: as 151 and according to the policy area.

160 – Political Ethics 

	Political Ethics (general)

	Corruption/ Sleaze (references or allusions to corruption/scandal/affairs/relationships) 

	Negative Campaigning - represented as opposition to a policy position of another without offering policy ideas of their own.


170 – Non-political – references that are not political but contained in articles on the election
180 – Election – incl. turnout, exhortations to vote, descriptions of how voting system works, objective information, such as lists of candidates

190 – Locality-specific issue 
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