Appendix:  Experimental treatments
Originally in Swedish. Edited to resemble newspaper notes and articles when presented to subjects.

1. Low degree of transparency in decision-making: 

The County Council's new priorities are now set 
County A has decided to stop the use of some new and very expensive cancer drugs, including X and Y, mainly in order to release resources to enable increased funding of mental health services, including several new beds for treatment.
In open condition: 

The decision was preceded by a transparent decision-making process within the county organization, into which it has been relatively easy for outsiders to gain insight. 



In closed condition: 

The decision was preceded by a closed decision-making process within the county organization, into which it has been relatively difficult for outsiders to gain insight.

2. Transparency in rationale:

The County Council's new priorities are now set 
County A has decided to stop the use of some new and very expensive cancer drugs, including X and Y, mainly in order to release resources to enable increased funding of mental health services, including several new beds for treatment.
In open condition: 

The decision was preceded by a transparent decision-making process within the county organization, into which it has been relatively easy for outsiders to gain insight. 


In closed condition: 

The decision was preceded by a closed decision-making process within the county organization, into which it has been relatively difficult for outsiders to gain insight.

The decision was justified with reference to the fact that psychiatric services have been neglected for a long time. One of the recent investigations by The National Board of Health and Welfare has shown that mental illness causes great suffering for many people, which, in addition, will eventually lead to increased medical costs for society. In particular, The National Board of Health and Welfare sees a troublesome development in the mental health of young people, notably young women. In addition, the report states that people with mental illness are more likely to die of purely physical diseases that could be treated or prevented. Mentally ill people are therefore an especially vulnerable group that should be given extra attention, the authors of the report conclude.

As many of the advanced cancer drugs that have become available in recent times can cost as much as one million SEK a year for a single patient, large amounts of resources are released if they are replaced with older and cheaper treatments. Cancer patients will thus not be treated with the latest and most effective drugs. On the other hand, the resources saved can finance an investment in psychiatry, including several new beds for treatment.

3. Transparency in Process:


The County Council is investing in new beds for treatment in psychiatric care, thus cancer patients will not be treated with the latest and most effective drugs. That is the result of a new decision made at the County Council's annual conference on priority setting in healthcare.
In open condition: 

The decision was preceded by a transparent decision-making process within the county organization, into which it has been relatively easy for outsiders to gain insight. 


In closed condition: 

The decision was preceded by a closed decision-making process within the county organization, into which it has been relatively difficult for outsiders to gain insight.

Healthcare politicians have gathered for two days to discuss and make decisions about how the county’s healthcare resources should be allocated in the future. The conference was preceded by intense work in the field where practitioners ranked all treatments given in each area of healthcare. The premise is that resources should be allocated according to need so that there is a reasonable relationship between the cost of each treatment and the effect it may have for the health and quality of life of patients.

A major topic of discussion during the conference was a recent study by The National Board of Health and Welfare which highlighted mentally ill people as an especially vulnerable group. In particular, The National Board of Health and Welfare sees a troublesome development in the mental health of young people, notably young women. In addition, the report states that people with mental illness, more often than others, die from purely physical diseases that could be treated or prevented. 
Mental disorders cause very great suffering to many people, which eventually may lead to increased medical costs to society. “Psychiatry has been neglected in Sweden for a long time, and to improve the mental health services should therefore be a top priority,” said AA from A-Party, in his speech.

An investment in new beds for treatment in psychiatry requires cuts in other areas. Therefore, a number of very expensive drugs, including X and Y, will be replaced with older and less expensive treatments.

These high-end drugs cost up to a million SEK each year for just one patient. “It is not reasonable that so many resources are used on one patient when the county is low on resources,” said BB from B-party. “Especially as the number of patients with cancer diagnoses is constantly increasing while patients stay alive and are in need of treatment for a longer time,” she added.

CC from the C-party was also pleased with the decision.

“At the same time, I, quite naturally, feel great sympathy for those cancer patients who are affected by this decision,” she added. In a perfect world, we could afford to give every patient the best possible care, but when research continuously provides us with new and more expensive drugs, we must prioritize. It's about reallocating the resources we have in a fair manner.”


DD, from D-Party, stated, however, that “It is not feasible to stop the use of approved and effective drugs to save money.”


These drugs are the fruit of many years of intensive research and have been shown to provide prolonged survival for large groups of cancer patients. Cancer is one of our major national diseases which causes much suffering. “Even a short extension of life can mean a lot for the patients who suffer, and their families,” she continued.

A number of politicians also chose not to endorse the decisions made by the priority setting conference in a majority resolution.


“It is certainly important to focus on psychiatry, but for my part, I believe it is unethical not to give cancer patients the best possible and most modern healthcare,” said EE, from the E-Party, when asked how she justified her position.


Minutes from the priority setting conference, along with all priority setting decisions, are available on the County Council's website together with the stated justifications.

Facts: The priority setting process

* Healthcare politicians first commission the physicians in each area of healthcare to set priorities within their respective areas. Physicians rank all treatments carried out in each area and identify the 10 percent of treatments that should be given the lowest priority.

* After this initial ranking, healthcare politicians gather in a priority conference to compare the effects and needs for treatment among different groups of patients. The ambition is to make restrictions and reallocate resources to the equivalent of about 4 percent of the total budget.
* A follow-up of impacts and effects of the decisions will be carried out at the next conference.
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