
Appendix 5:   
Twenty Common Definitions of “Anarchy”  

Anarchy is regularly defined in contemporary IR as the absence of  

government (Waltz 1979: 88, 114), (Axelrod and Keohane 1985: 226), (Ferguson and Mansbach 
1999: 82), (Art 2003, 4), (Linklater 2010, 2). 

a government (Kim 1993, 58), (Kay 2004, 255), (Eckert 2006, 852; Kim 1993), (Cutler 2011, 47), 
(Staton and Moore 2011, 559) 

a sovereign (Posen 1993: 27), (Schweller 1998: 51), (Jervis 1999: 43), (Taliaferro 2000/2001, 128), 
(Bignami 2004, 101 n12).   

a common authority (Jonsson and Tallberg 1998, 379), (Lake 2003c, 308), (Goddard and Nexon 2005, 12), 
(Paris 2006, 435), (Jackson and Nexon 2009, 923). 

a higher authority (Raymond 1997, 208), (Dombrowski 1998, 21), (Rosenau and Durfee 2000, 17), 
(Philpott 2001, 18), (Johnson 2004: 187). 

a central authority (Jervis 1992: 717), (Mearsheimer 2001: 3), (Snyder 2002: 35), (Kegley and Raymond 
2011, 26), (Zhang 2012, 91). 

an overarching 
authority 

(Elman and Elman 1997, 924), (Schmidt 2004, 430), (Goh 2008, 356), (Trachtenberg 
2012, 44), (Mandel 2013, 62).   

an enforcer (Booth 1991, 529), (Philpott 2001, 22), (Crawford 2002, 418), (Lake 2003a, 85), (Miller 
2004: 240). 

enforcement (Keohane 1990, 193), (Cederman 1994, 504 n. 2), (Koremenos, Lipson, and Snidal 2001: 
766), (Snyder 2002, 14), (Mitzen 2013, 46). 

common authority (Keohane 1986, 1), (Christov 2005, 564), (Goodhart 2005, 56), (Guzzini 2012, 33), 
(Amstutz 2013, 13).  

higher authority (Krasner 1992: 39), (Powell 1994, 330), (Rosenau 1997, 151), (Angstrom 2000, 33), 
(Mansbach 2004, 20). 

overarching authority (Buzan 1984: 112, 116), (Grieco 1988, 497),(Snyder 2002, 7 n2), (Bromley 2004, 108), 
(Bickerton, Cunliffe, and Gourevitch 2007a, 2). 

central authority (Lynn-Jones and Miller 1995, ix), (Cronin 1999: 136), (Mearsheimer 2001, 414 n. 5), 
(Snyder 2002: 34), (Harknett and Yalcin 2012, 508). 

superior authority (Powell 1991, 1306), (Bartelson 1995, 257), (Stivachtis 2000, 102), (Snyder 2002, 7 n2), 
(van Ham and Medvedev 2002, 129). 

superordinate 
authority 

(Haas 1991, 225), (Weinert 2007, 6), (Nardin 2008, 387), (Davenport 2013, 33), 
(Scheider and Spindler 2014, 6) 

any higher authority (Rosenau 1997, 64), (Lake 2003a, 84), (Friedberg 2005, 17), (Vinci 2008, 295), 
(Copeland 2012, 59). 

any supranational 
authority 

(Mansfield 1993, 107), (Gowa 1994, 6), (Glenn 2009, 532), (Geldenhuys 2014, 354), 
(Wagner 2014, 107). 

any central authority (Bull 1977, 58), (Jakobsen 1999, 208), (Hartzell 1999, 5), (Duffield 2001, 96 n. 2), 
(Bickerton, Cunliffe, and Gourevitch 2007b, 25). 

any overarching 
authority 

(Mandelbaum 1998-1999, 26), (Kahler and Lake 2004, 409), (Haubrich 2006, 84), 
(Kitchen 2010, 121), (Druzin 2014, 452). 



authority [simpliciter] (Krasner 1992, 48), (Katzenstein, Keohane, and Krasner 1999, 658), (Inoguchi and 
Bacon 2001, 5), (Lake 2009, ix), (Polat 2012, 1).    

hierarchy (Waltz 1979, 93, 97, 100, 101), (Berejekian 1997, 789 n3), (Deudney and Ikenberry 1999, 
187), (Stivachtis 2000, 101), (Mearsheimer 2002, 25) 
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