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CONSENT FOR BLOOD SAMPLING AND QUESTIONNAIRE FOR CRIB-BITING STUDY
We are studying the genetic susceptibility to crib-biting behaviour in horses. A peripheral blood sample (5 ml) will be drawn by a veterinarian from horses that perform crib-biting behaviour. A crib-biting horse grasps a fixed object with its incisor teeth and contracts the lower neck muscles to retract the larynx caudally. This movement coincides with an in-rush of air into the oesophagus, producing the characteristic cribbing sound. A criterion for a case is that the horse has displayed excessive crib-biting for at least one year.

For control horses in the study, we will include horses that are over 10 years old and without a history of crib-biting. If possible, the control horses will be from the same stables as the affected horses to better control for environmental variables.
Date of sample:
 
To be completed by the owner of the horse: 
Is your horse a crib-biter: YES/NO
Official name of the horse:      
Breed:      



Register number:      
Year of birth:      


Sex:      


Contact information for horse owner: Name:      
Street:      
Postal code:      



City:      
Telephone no.:      


Email:      
I consent to a blood sample being taken from my horse. All results will be treated confidentially and no horse will be identifiable from the results. 
Signature 
   Date /Place




Turn the page.
Please also provide the details requested below: 
The horse is (circle one) a riding horse/trotter/pony/other, specify: ____________________
If your horse DOES NOT CRIB-BITE
If you have not owned your horse for more than one year, 
Do you know its earlier owner/stable?   

Are you sure that it has not crib-bitten before? 

In the case of a crib-biting horse:  Detailed information on crib-biting behaviour

How long has crib-biting behaviour continued?   ___ years
Do you know at what age your horse started to crib-bite?
In what situations does your horse perform crib-biting behaviour?
Does your horse crib-bite when out a pasture? YES/ NO
Is there anything else you can tell us about our horse (behaviour, temperament, weaning, illness)?

For further information, contact: Department of Equine and Small Animal Medicine, Division of Toxicology, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Helsinki;
Veterinarian, ELT Marja Raekallio 09 191 57315, marja.raekallio@helsinki.fi
Biologist, Karin Hemmann 050 3482639, karin.hemmann@helsinki.fi
Thank you for your help!
