Table S1. Pearson coefficients of correlation between chemical and digestibility parameters
	Items
	Starch
	Ash
	EE
	CP
	Sol. CP
	NDF
	ADF
	ADL
	NDIN
	ADIN
	12h dNDF
	24h dNDF
	48h dNDF
	iNDF
	KdL

	NFC
	0.74*
	-0.65*
	0.28*
	-0.11
	0.08
	-0.92*
	-0.88*
	-0.24*
	-0.11
	-0.25*
	-0.63*
	-0.54*
	-0.54*
	-0.57*
	0.12

	Starch
	
	-0.82*
	0.6*
	-0.47*
	0.48*
	-0.54*
	-0.82*
	-0.63*
	-0.57*
	-0.57*
	-0.48*
	-0.25*
	-0.08
	-0.69*
	-0.23*

	Ash
	
	
	-0.57*
	0.53*
	-0.34*
	0.37*
	0.62*
	0.46*
	0.46*
	0.48*
	0.37*
	0.18*
	0.03
	0.57*
	0.22*

	EE
	
	
	
	-0.66*
	0.5*
	-0.09
	-0.47*
	-0.72*
	-0.58*
	-0.6*
	-0.08
	0.08
	0.32*
	-0.62*
	-0.36*

	CP
	
	
	
	
	-0.6*
	-0.25*
	0.18*
	0.66*
	0.65*
	0.57*
	-0.02
	-0.18*
	-0.46*
	0.48*
	0.55*

	Sol. CP
	
	
	
	
	
	0.11
	-0.24*
	-0.67*
	-0.73*
	-0.52*
	-0.12
	0.07
	0.32*
	-0.49*
	-0.5*

	NDF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.82*
	0.06
	-0.08
	0.08
	0.61*
	0.59*
	0.67*
	0.42*
	-0.3*

	ADF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.49*
	0.28*
	0.41*
	0.46*
	0.31*
	0.27*
	0.73*
	-0.10

	ADL
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.7*
	0.62*
	0.04
	-0.17
	-0.40*
	0.73*
	0.44*

	NDIN
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.75*
	0.14*
	-0.06
	-0.35*
	0.6*
	0.48*

	ADIN
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.15*
	-0.05
	-0.25*
	0.56*
	0.38*

	12h dNDF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.75*
	0.66*
	0.26*
	0.34*

	24h dNDF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.84*
	0.05
	0.25*

	48h dNDF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	-0.17*
	-0.07

	iNDF
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.14*


 *P<0.05.

cAcid detergent insoluble CP (ADIN); digestible NDF (dNDF) evaluated after 12, 24 and 48h of in situ rumen incubations (12h, 24h or 48h dNDF; respectively); ether extract (EE); indigestible NDF (iNDF); neutral detergent insoluble CP (NDIN); non-fibre carbohydrate (NFC), rate of NDF degradability (kd); soluble CP (sol. CP) . All variables were expressed on a DM basis, with the exclusion of soluble CP (sol. CP) expressed on a CP basis and kd expressed as h-1.

