Supplementary Table S1
Milk yield characteristics of Lacaune lactation curves for lactation numbers 1-5 (L1-L5) and for the global lactation (LG).

	Lactation

order
	n
	Milk Yield (l) C
	Peak yield (l) ¶
	Week of peak yieldC
	PersistenceA (ml/d) ¶
	Length (weeks) B
	Percentiles of lactations with the indicated length (weeks)
	Percentage of lactations in each lactation numberB

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20
	50
	60
	70
	75
	80
	85
	90
	95
	S
	M
	L
	XL

	LG
	7873
	424.4
	2.69
	5
	14.64
	32
	23
	32
	34
	36
	37
	39
	41
	43
	46
	6.2
	34.1
	41.0
	18.7

	L1
	2718
	446.8
	2.60
	7
	14.08
	34ª
	26
	34
	36
	38
	39
	41
	43
	45
	50
	2.4
	27.2
	45.6
	24.8

	L2
	2343
	443.6
	2.82
	4
	13.53
	32b
	23
	32
	35
	38
	39
	41
	42
	44
	47
	6.3
	33.4
	35.8
	24.6

	L3
	1623
	414.1
	2.83
	6
	14.61
	30c
	23
	30
	31
	33
	34
	36
	37
	39
	43
	6.8
	38.7
	44.8
	9.7

	L4
	843
	362.0
	2.59
	5
	17.14
	28d
	21
	27
	30
	32
	33
	35
	36
	38
	41
	13.2
	44.0
	35.9
	6.9

	L5
	346
	330.3
	2.49
	5
	17.49
	26e
	21
	26
	29
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	38
	15.0
	47.4
	35.5
	2.0


Lactation length categories were: short (S), ≤19 weeks; medium (M), ≥20 and ≤29 weeks; long (L), ≥30 and ≤39 weeks; extra long (XL), ≥40 weeks.
A Persistence (loss of milk yield per day) is calculated for day 150 of lactation.

B Values in the same column with different superscripts are significantly different (P < 0.01). Percentages in italics are significantly larger than non-italic values in the same column (P < 0.01).

CValues in these columns are unique values, taken from the unique curve, which is obtained from the average data of all lactations. Statistical comparisons cannot be performed
Supplementary Table S2

Milk yield characteristics of Lacaune lactations grouped by lactation length.
	Lactation length
	n
	Milk Yield (l) C
	Peak yield (l) C
	Week of peak yieldC
	PersistenceA (ml/d) C
	Lactation length (weeks) C
	Percentage of first to fifth lactations in each length categoryB

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	L1
	L2
	L3
	L4
	L5

	LG
	7873
	424.41
	2.69
	5
	14.64
	32
	34.4
	29.8
	20.6
	10.7
	4.4

	S
	486
	142.50
	1.72
	4
	
	15
	13.4
	30.2
	22.8
	22.8
	10.7

	M
	2685
	318.52
	2.47
	5
	27.30
	24
	27.6
	29.1
	23.4
	13.8
	6.1

	L
	3231
	482.43
	2.88
	6
	10.84
	34
	38.4
	25.9
	22.5
	9.4
	3.8

	XL
	1471
	597.64
	3.03
	7
	6.30
	45
	45.8
	39.2
	10.7
	3.9
	0.5


Lactation length categories were: short (S), ≤19 weeks; medium (M), ≥20 and ≤29 weeks; long (L), ≥30 and ≤39 weeks; extra long (XL), ≥40 weeks. LG, global lactation. L1-L5 are the curves for lactation numbers 1-5
A Persistence (loss of milk yield per day) is calculated for day 150 of lactation. The persistence of the S group could not be calculated because the lactations were shorter than 150 days of length

B Percentages in italics are significantly larger than non-italic values in the same column (P < 0.01).

C Values in these columns are unique values, taken from the unique curve, which is obtained from the average data of all lactations. Statistical comparisons cannot be performed.

