[bookmark: _GoBack]Scholars have been interested in the impact of gender on the legal system for decades, focusing primarily on whether female judges decide cases differently than their male counterparts. The findings have been mixed, with little systemic evidence that gender consistently influences judicial behavior. While important, these works overlook the role that litigants play in the legal process and the effect that litigants’ gender might have on the law. In this study, I compare the approaches to litigation of males and females across different stages of the legal process. Using an original web-based survey, I find that women are generally less litigious than men and are more likely to favor non-competitive means of dispute resolution. If a “women’s issue” is involved, however, women behave in a more adversarial manner. These findings show that gender can shape both who is using the legal system and what types of cases courts resolve.   


