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ONLINE APPENDIX B: WOMEN’S ISSUE CODING SCHEME 
Women’s Issue Identification
1= Feminist Bill: bills Bills were coded as a “1” if they addressed needs arising from women’s unique physiologies or sought to improve the position of women in society by pursuing role equity or role change for women, particularly by eliminating discrimination on the basis of sex or by compensating women who have suffered discrimination on the basis of sex. Role change issues are those that are intended to produce a change in the dependent female role of wife, mother, and homemaker. Examples of feminist legislation include bills protecting reproductive rights, or those advocating for pay equity. 
2 = Anti-feminist Bill: Bbills were coded as a “2” if they sought to inhibit role change as a threat to the traditional family. Examples of antifeminist bills include legislation restricting abortion, eliminating affirmative action programs for women, and prohibiting same-sex marriage.
3 = Children/Family Bill: Bbills were coded as a “3” if they confronted issues with which women have traditionally been concerned in their role as caregivers, such as education, the protection of children, care of the elderly, and other private or domestic sphere concerns. This category is intended to include “adult” or college-aged children. 
4 = Not Applicable: Bbills were coded as a “4” if they were not particularly concerned with women, children, or the family. Bills concerning traditional social welfare policies that are not intended to have a particular effect on women/children were included in this category. 




ONLINE APPENDIX C: GENDER BREAKDOWN OF 
A total of 82 individual congresswomen were responsible for introducing the 563 female-sponsored bills included in this study. The remaining 1647 bills were introduced by 340 congressmen. Thus, on average, female representatives sponsored approximately 7 bills each across the 111th and 112th Congresses, while male representatives sponsored approximately 5 bills each. 
Figure C1 Gender & Winnowing 


Of the 1238 bills included in this study that were introduced during the 111th Congress, 63 congresswomen sponsored 331 of them, an average of approximately 5 each, while 258 congressmen sponsored the remaining 907, an average of approximately 3.5 each. Of the 972 bills included that were introduced during the 112th Congress, 59 congresswomen sponsored 232 of them, an average of approximately 4 each, while 244 congressmen sponsored the remaining 740, an average of approximately 3 each.

Figure C2 Gender & Winnowing 

Average Number of Bills Introduced by Gender







Figure C3 Gender & Winnowing 
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Figure C4 Gender & Winnowing 






Figure C5 Gender & Winnowing 











Figure C6 Gender & Winnowing 







Figure C7 Gender & Winnowing







Figure C8 Gender & Winnowing
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Figure C9 Gender & Winnowing 







Figure C10 Gender & Winnowing 
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ONLINE APPENDIX D: LOGISTIC REGRESSION WITH INTERACTION EFFECTS
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Bills Successfully Winnowed by Party & Gender
Female	Democrat	Republican	9.6000000000000002E-2	0.29299999999999998	Male	Democrat	Republican	0.11899999999999999	0.23200000000000001	Sponsor Party

Percent of Total Bills Sponsored



Bills Successfully Winnowed by Party & Gender 112th Congress
Female	Democrat	Republican	2.9000000000000001E-2	0.49099999999999999	Male	Democrat	Republican	0.05	0.32800000000000001	Sponsor Party

Percent of Total Bills Sponsored



Bills Successfully Winnowed by Party & Gender 111th Congress
Female	Democrat	Republican	0.14000000000000001	0.10199999999999999	Male	Democrat	Republican	0.16	9.8000000000000004E-2	Sponsor Party

Percent of Total Bills Sponsored



Bills Successfully Winnowed: 111th Congress
Female Chair	Male Chair	0.33300000000000002	0.127	Gender of Committee Chair

Percent of Bills Referred to Committee


Bills Successfully Winnowed: 112th Congress
Female Chair	Male Chair	0.183	0.17199999999999999	Gender of Committee Chair

Percent of Bills Referred to Committee


Minority Party Bills Successfully Winnowed
Female Chair	Male Chair	0.13700000000000001	5.8000000000000003E-2	Gender of Committee Chair

Percent of Bills Referred to Committee


Female Sponsored Bills Successfully Winnowed
Female Chair	Male Chair	0.379	0.105	Gender of Committee Chair

Percent of Bills Referred to Committee


Gender of Bill Sponsors

Men	Women	1647	563	111th Congress

Women	Men	5	3.5	112th Congress

Women	Men	4	3	Bills Successfully Winnowed
Female Sponsored	Male Sponsored	0.13700000000000001	0.161	Gender of Sponsor

Percent of Total Bills Sponsored
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Congress Party

Male Female

111th Democrat Winnowed No 547 234

84% 86%

Yes 104 38

16% 14%

Republican Winnowed  No 231 53

90.2% 89.8%

Yes 25 6

9.8% 10.2%

112th Democrat Winnowed No 364 170

95% 97.1%

Yes 19 5

5.0% 2.9%

Republican Winnowed No 240 29

67.2% 50.9%

Yes 117 28

32.8% 49.1%

Total Democrat Winnowed No 911 404

88.1% 90.4%

Yes 123 43

11.9% 9.6%

Republican Winnowed  No 471 82

76.8% 70.7%

Yes 142 34

23.2% 29.3%

Table C1 Gender & Winnowing

Success of Bills by Congress, Party & Sponsor Gender

Sponsor Gender
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Congress

111th Education & Workforce Foreign Affairs Small Business Financial Services

Chair Gender Male Male Female Male

% Women 23% 15% 16% 18%

Winnowed No 416 180 52 417

91% 92% 67% 82%

Yes 40 16 26 91

9% 8% 33% 18%

112th Education & Workforce Foreign Affairs Small Business Financial Services

Chair Male Female Male Male

% Women 23% 16% 23% 13%

Winnowed No 356 156 35 256

96% 82% 69% 71%

Yes 14 35 16 104

4% 18% 31% 29%

Success of Bills by Committee

Committee of First Referral 

Table C2 Gender & Winnowing
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Mean SD Mean SD

Male 16.87 37.11 4.43 9

Female 16.63 35.92 5.7 9.75

Female Cosponsors

Table C3 Gender & Winnowing

Gender Breakdown of Bill Cosponsors

Sponsor Gender

Male Cosponsors
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Table C4 Gender & Winnowing

Multivariate General Linear Model: Between-Subject Effects for Gender of Cosponsors

Source Dependent Variable Type III Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Wilks' λ

Corrected Model Female Cosponsors 775.08

a

1 775.085 9.157**

Male Cosponsors 23.957

b

1 23.957 0.019

Intercept Female Cosponsors 42327.882 1 42327.882 500.073*** 0.815***

Male Cosponsors 470969.601 1 470969.601 364.952***

Sponsor Gender Female Cosponsors 775.085 1 775.085 9.157** 0.981***

Male Cosponsors 23.957 1 23.957 0.019

Error Female Cosponsors 186892.732 2208 84.643

Male Cosponsors 2849421.603 2208 1290.499

Total Female Cosponsors 236252 2210

Male Cosponsors 3473969 2210

a 

R

2

 = .004 (Adjusted R

2

 = 0.004)

b

 R

2

 = .000 (Adjusted R

2

 = .000)

*** p < .001, ** p < .01, * p < .05 
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Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD

Male 19.70 37.24 4.07 15.72 18.35 39.97 5.43 10.12

Female 18.17 29.75 1.03 2.79 13.48 22.41 5.73 8.88

Male 4.22 16.74 11.71 22.83 13.86 30.07 2.07 5.10

Female 9.92 35.67 19.00 29.79 24.51 48.33 4.41 11.51

Male 15.37 28.50 3.07 15.19 13.62 31.01 4.82 9.19

Female 19.30 32.93 1.59 9.93 14.48 28.26 6.42 10.53

Male 7.69 21.94 15.64 31.32 19.83 41.72 3.49 8.49

Female 8.86 22.34 25.89 44.43 30.14 52.50 4.72 9.30

Republican

111th

112th

Partisan and Gender Breakdown of Bill Cosponsors by Congress

Table C5 Gender & Winnowing

Democrat Cosponsors Republican Cosponsors Male Cosponsors Female Copsonsors

Congress Sponsor Party Sponsor Gender

Democrat

Democrat

Republican
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Table C6 Gender & Winnowing

Multivariate General Linear Model: Between-Subject Effects for Party of Cosponsors

Source Dependent Variable Type III Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Wilks' λ

Corrected Model Democrat Cosponsors 72243.05

a

7 10320.435 11.451***

Republican Cosponsors 87466.82

b

7 12495.26 30.166***

Intercept Democrat Cosponsors 194661.21 1 194661.208 215.98*** 0.865***

Republican Cosponsors 122875.86 1 122875.857 296.65***

Congress Democrat Cosponsors 11.43 1 11.435 0.013 0.997*

Republican Cosponsors 1970.07 1 1970.07 4.756*

Sponsor Party Democrat Cosponsors 32007.59 1 32007.589 35.513*** 0.849***

Republican Cosponsors 71303.58 1 71303.578 172.143***

Sponsor Gender Democrat Cosponsors 157.952 1 1571.952 1.744 0.997*

Republican Cosponsors 3102.644 1 3102.644 7.490*

Congress*Sponsor Party Democrat Cosponsors 574.38 1 574.381 0.637 0.997*

Republican Cosponsors 2321.94 1 2321.94 5.606*

Congress*Sponsor Gender Democrat Cosponsors 16.14 1 16.145 0.018 1.000

Republican Cosponsors 374.454 1 374.454 0.904

Sponsor Party*Sponsor Gender Democrat Cosponsors 362.72 1 362.72 0.402 0.988***

Republican Cosponsors 8890.78 1 8890.78 21.464***

Congress*Sponsor Party*Sponsor Gender Democrat Cosponsors 1819.04 1 1819.041 2.018 0.998

Republican Cosponsors 35.463 1 35.463 0.086

Error Democrat Cosponsors 1984650.93 2202 901.295

Republican Cosponsors 912094.09 2202 414.212

Total Democrat Cosponsors 2518651.00 2210

Republican Cosponsors 1109185.00 2210

a 

R

2

 = .035 (Adjusted R

2

 = 0.32)

b

 R

2

 = .088 (Adjusted R

2

 = .085)

*** p < .001, ** p < .01, * p < .05 
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Table C7 Gender & Winnowing

Multivariate General Linear Model: Between-Subject Effects for Gender of Cosponsors

Source Dependent Variable Type III Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Wilks' λ

Corrected Model Female Cosponsors 3454.22

a

7 493.461 5.899***

Male Cosponsors 28519.96

b

7 4074.28 3.180**

Intercept Female Cosponsors 25150.35 1 25105.348 300.09*** 0.871***

Male Cosponsors 401579.10 1 401579.998 313.471***

Congress Female Cosponsors 60.33 1 60.33 0.721 1.000

Male Cosponsors 1134.29 1 1134.294 0.885

Sponsor Party Female Cosponsors 1084.60 1 1084.601 12.965*** 0.91***

Male Cosponsors 14753.31 1 14753.31 11.516**

Sponsor Gender Female Cosponsors 546.98 1 546.984 6.538* 0.997*

Male Cosponsors 5249.31 1 5249.308 4.098*

Congress*Sponsor Party Female Cosponsors 50.06 1 50.061 0.598 0.997*

Male Cosponsors 4292.88 1 4292.876 3.351

Congress*Sponsor Gender Female Cosponsors 0.633 1 0.633 0.008 0.999

Male Cosponsors 530.39 1 530.392 0.414

Sponsor Party*Sponsor Gender Female Cosponsors 50.77 1 50.774 0.607 0.989***

Male Cosponsors 11385.12 1 11385.123 8.887**

Congress*Sponsor Party*Sponsor Gender Female Cosponsors 105.99 1 105.996 1.267 0.999

Male Cosponsors 673.01 1 673.014 0.525

Error Female Cosponsors 184213.59 2202 83.657

Male Cosponsors 2820925.60 2202 1281.074

Total Female Cosponsors 236252.00 2210

Male Cosponsors 3473969.00 2210

a 

R

2

 = .018 (Adjusted R

2

 = 0.15)

b

 R

2

 = .010 (Adjusted R

2

 = .007)

*** p < .001, ** p < .01, * p < .05 
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Committee Congress Chair Gender % Women

Edu. & Workforce 111th  Male 23%

Feminist Bill Antifeminist BillChildren/Family Bill

WinnowedNo 36 1 216

90% 100% 91%

Yes 4 0 22

10% 0% 9%

112th Male 23% WinnowedNo 23 2 216

100% 67% 97%

Yes 0 1 6

0% 33% 3%

Foreign Affairs 111th  Male 15%

Feminist Bill Antifeminist BillChildren/Family Bill

WinnowedNo 13 1 14

100% 100% 93%

Yes 0 0 1

0% 0% 7%

112th Female 16% WinnowedNo 14 1 5

78% 50% 71%

Yes 4 1 2

22% 50% 29%

Small Business 111th  Female 16%

Feminist Bill Antifeminist BillChildren/Family Bill

WinnowedNo 3 0 0

33% 0% 0%

Yes 6 0 0

67% 0% 0%

112th Male 23% WinnowedNo 5 0 1

63% 0% 100%

Yes 3 0 0

38% 0% 0%

Financial Services 111th  Male 18%

Feminist Bill Antifeminist BillChildren/Family Bill

WinnowedNo 3 0 12

50% 0% 75%

Yes 3 0 4

50% 0% 25%

112th Male 13% WinnowedNo 8 0 15

100% 0% 100%

Yes 0 0 0

0% 0% 0%

Type of Bill

Table C8 Gender & Winnowing

Success of Women's Issue Bills by Committee

Type of Bill

Type of Bill

Type of Bill
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Logistic Regression Results

1

Independent Variable B SE B e

B

B SE B e

B

B SE B e

B

B SE B e

B

Leader Factors

      Majority Party Sponsor 1.502***0.213 4.489 1.397***0.213 4.045 1.721***0.233 5.589 1.513***0.211 4.539

      Majority Party Leader Sponsor 1.104***0.299 3.016 .995** 0.29 2.706 1.003** 0.29 2.726 .964** 0.303 2.622

Sponsor Factors

      Sponsor on Committee

1.754***0.191 5.778 1.749***0.189 5.752 1.748***0.189 5.742 1.746***0.190 5.732

      Sponsor Gender  0.294 0.253 1.342 -0.460 0.445 0.631 0.024 0.203 1.024 -0.065 0.223 0.938

      Seniority  0.003 0.010 1.003 0.006 0.010 1.006 0.006 0.010 1.006 0.005 0.010 1.005

      % of Cosponsors From One Party -0.619* 0.294 0.539 -0.628* 0.288 0.534 -0.583* 0.288 0.558 -0.623* 0.287 0.536

      Number of Cosponsors 0.011* 0.005 1.011 0.010* 0.005 1.010 0.010* 0.005 1.010 0.010* 0.005 1.01

      Women Cosponsors -0.001 0.024 0.999 0.004 0.023 1.004 0.002 0.024 1.002 0.005 0.023 1.005

Committee Factors

      Chair Gender  0.211 0.398 1.235 0.21 0.394 1.234 1.244* 0.548 3.469 0.178 0.42 1.195

      # of Women on Committee -0.267* 0.135 0.776 -0.278* 0.134 0.757 -0.260 0.135 0.771 -0.270* 0.134 0.763

Bill Factors

      Multiply Referred

2.129***0.185 8.406 2.086***0.183 8.055 2.084***0.184 8.036 2.092***0.184 8.104

      Subcommittee Referral  -0.786** 0.229 0.456 -0.773** 0.229 0.462 -0.770** 0.229 0.463 -0.776** 0.229 0.46

Women's Issue 

      Feminist Bill 0.472 0.370 1.603 0.507 0.370 1.66 0.486 0.369 1.626 0.494 0.371 1.639

      Antifeminist Bill 1.912 1.008 6.769 1.908 1.038 6.739 2.058* 1.022 7.827 1.934 1.044 6.918

      Children/Family Bill 0.210 0.289 1.233 0.186 0.287 1.205 0.220 0.288 1.246 0.194 0.287 1.214

Interactions

     Party 0.529 0.581 1.698

      Party*Sponsor Gender -0.942* 0.438 0.39

      Majority Party Sponsor*Sponsor Gender 0.559 0.497 1.749

      Majority Party Sponsor*Chair Gender -1.366* 0.537 0.255

      Sponsor Gender*Chair Gender  0.249 0.577 1.283

Controls

      DW-NOMINATE1 0.05 0.509 1.052 0.342 0.225 1.408 0.406 0.228 1.500 0.337 0.225 1.401

      Month of Introduction -0.014 0.027 0.986 -0.010 0.027 0.990 -0.008 0.027 0.992 -0.011 0.027 0.989

      Congress 0.220 0.385 1.247 0.225 0.382 1.253 0.266 0.384 1.305 0.238 0.381 1.269

Constant -25.524 44.137 0.000 -25.662 43.786 0.000 -30.725 44.08 0.000 -27.23 43.776 0.000

Baseline Odds Ratio 0.346 0.528 0.306 0.447

Model Summary

% of cases correctly predicted  88.2% 88.1% 88.4% 88.0%

-2 Log likelihood 1004.34 1008.15 1003.36 1009.29

χ2   584.51 580.698 585.492 579.563

df  23 22 22 22

Significance p 

<

 .001 p 

<

 .001 p 

<

 .001 p 

<

 .001

Cox & Snell R

2

0.282 0.281 0.283 0.28

Nagelkerke R

2

0.475 0.473 0.476 0.472

N=2210

*** p 

<

 .001, ** p 

< .

01, * p < .05 

Note: Omitted from the table is the control variable for committee of first referral. Financial Services served as the reference category in all models.

Interaction Interaction 

Table D1 Gender & Winnowing

Model 5A Model 5B Model 5C

Interaction

Model 5D

Interaction

1 

The dependent variable is coded 1 if the bill received formal committee attention and 0 if not.
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Marginal Effects of Party & Sponsor Gender

Variables Incidence-Rate Ratio SE

Democratic Male 0.6489232* 0.291342 0.0779034 1.219943

Democratic Female 0.1826697*** 0.0396661 0.1049256 0.2604139

Republican Male 1.945249** 0.5634996 0.8408105 3.049688

Republican Female 1.526886* 0.6552669 0.2425863 2.811185

Table D2 Gender & Winnowing

95% Confidence Interval

*** p < .001, ** p < .01, * p < .05 
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Marginal Effects of Majority Party & Sponsor Gender

Variables Incidence-Rate Ratio SE

Minority Male 0.1751315** 0.053499 0.0702754 0.2799875

Minority Female 0.106803* 0.0500945 0.0086196 0.2049865

Majority Male 1.484758*** 0.4166915 0.6680574 2.301458

Majority Female 0.9653611** 0.3323788 0.3139106 1.616812

Table D3 Gender & Winnowing

*** p < .001, ** p < .01, * p < .05

95% Confidence Interval
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Marginal Effects of Majority Party & Chair Gender

Variables Incidence-Rate Ratio SE

Minority Sponsor Male Chair 0.1428317** 0.0442259 0.0561505 0.2295129

Minority Sponsor Female Chair 0.2552586* 0.1166911 0.0265482 0.4839689

Majority Sponsor Male Chair 1.420062*** 0.4020736 0.6320124 2.208112

Majority Sponsor Female Chair  1.325106* 0.5450213 0.2568839 2.393328

Table D4 Gender & Winnowing

95% Confidence Interval

*** p < .001, ** p < .01, * p < .05 
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Marginal Effects of Sponsor Gender & Chair Gender

Variables Incidence-Rate Ratio SE

Male Sponsor Male Chair 1.035614*** 0.2903712 0.4664971 1.604731

Male Sponsor Female Chair 0.4742278** 0.1392015 0.201398 0.7470577

Female Sponsor Male Chair 0.3195673*** 0.0775935 0.1674869 0.4716478

Female Sponsor Female Chair 2.759201 1.60585 -0.3882078 5.90661

Table D5 Gender & Winnowing

95% Confidence Interval

*** p < .001, ** p < .01, * p < .05 
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Independent Variable Description Source

Leader Factors

      Majority Party Sponsor Equals "1" if sponsor is in the majority party Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

1

      Majority Party Leader Sponsor Equals "1" if sponsor is a majority party leader History, Art & Archives U.S. House of Representatives

2

Sponsor Factors

      Sponsor on Committee Equals "1" if sponsor sits on committee of first referral List of Standing Committees & Members

3

      Sponsor Gender  Equals "1" if sponsor is a woman Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

      % of Cosponsors From One Party Ranges from .5 to 1 Library of Congress Legislative Information

4

      Number of Cosponsors Total number of a bill's cosponsors Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

      Women Cosponsors Total number of women cosponsors Women in Congress

5

      Seniority  Cumulative number of years in House Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

Committee Factors

      Chair Gender  Equals "1" if the committee chair is a woman List of Standing Committees & Members

      # of Women on Committee Total number of women serving on committee List of Standing Committees & Members

Bill Factors

      Multiply Referred Equals "1" if bill was referred to more than 1 

committee Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

      Subcommittee Referral  Equals "1" if bill was referred to a subcommittee Library of Congress Legislative Information

Women's Issue 

      Feminist Bill Yes (1) or No (0) Bill summary authored by Congressional Research Service

6

      Antifeminist Bill Yes (1) or No (0) Bill summary authored by Congressional Research Service

      Children/Family Bill Yes (1) or No (0) Bill summary authored by Congressional Research Service

      Not Applicable Yes (1) or No (0) Bill summary authored by Congressional Research Service

Committee of First Referral 

      Education & Workforce Yes (1) or No (0) Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

      Financial Services Yes (1) or No (0) Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

      Foreign Affairs Yes (1) or No (0) Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

      Small Business Yes (1) or No (0) Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

Controls

      DW-NOMINATE1 Scale Ranges from -1 (Lib.) to 1 (Cons.) Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

      Month of Introduction Ranges from 1 (Jan.) to 12 (Dec.) Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

      Congress Equals "1" if bill was introduced in 112th Congress Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

Interactions

      Party Equals "1" if sponsor is a Republican Adler & Wilkerson's Congressional Bills Project

1

 See www.congressionalbills.org

3 

See http://clerk.house.gov

4

 See www.congress.gov

5

 See http://womenincongress.house.gov

6

 See www.congress.gov

           http://history.house.gov/Congressional-Overview/Profiles/112th/

2

 See http://history.house.gov/Congressional-Overview/Profiles/111th/                                                                           

Table A1 Gender & Winnowing

Variable Description & Source


