
SM4: Protocol for the collection of triatomines from colonies kept in containers (flasks), which are considered as independent samples


The sampling size s determined the number of triatomines to be collected, and they were to be selected by a rigorously random process. For example, if s=35, and the insectary had K=30 flasks, then the following protocol was suggested: 

(i) Label each of the K flasks 1, 2, 3, …, K 

(ii) Obtain, by any random number-generating system (calculator, computer or spreadsheet), a list of s=35 numbers with values between 1 and 30 with a uniform probability. The numbers are selected with replacements, and they correspond to the flasks to be sampled. The same flask may be sampled zero, one or more times. 

(iii) Draw from every flask a random sample of triatomines equal to the number that was drawn in the previous step. 

(iv) Continue sampling until the whole sample of size s has been collected.
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