Online Appendix A: Sample Descriptive Features

Table A1 shows the demographics of our sample after reweighting to approximate the 2018 American Community Survey proportions for gender, age, race/ethnicity, educational attainment, urbanicity, and region. We find, in general, that our weights suffice for the other variables in the weighted sample to likewise reflect demographic patterns in the US adult population. PureSpectrum draws upon a variety of commercial panels including MFour, some of which recruit volunteers and others which incentivize their respondents through loyalty points, rewards in computer games, or cash.

Table A1: Sample demographics.
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Online Appendix B: Question Wording for Key Variables

Gun Ownership
Gun owner Do you or a member of your household own a gun?
▢    	Yes  
▢    	No 

Gun purchase Did you or a member of your household buy a gun during the COVID-19 pandemic (in the past 12 months)?
▢    	Yes 
▢    	No 

Pre-existing owner Did you or a member of your household own a gun before the COVID-19 pandemic (over 12 months ago)?
▢    	Yes  
▢    	 No 

Reasons for Gun Buying

What were the reasons you or a member of your household decided to get a gun? (Please select all that apply)
▢    	Hunting 
▢    	Target shooting 
▢    	Protection against crime 
▢    	Protection against the government  
▢    	Because of COVID-19  
▢    	Because of the lockdown and restrictions 
▢    	Because of the election  
▢    	Protection against someone I know personally 
▢    	Other 

Conspiracy Beliefs
Respondents received a “1” for saying accurate and a “0” for saying inaccurate or not sure, except for the clinical trials item which was reverse coded (1 for inaccurate, 0 for accurate or not sure). The vaccine conspiracy index is the average of these scores.

Below are some statements about the COVID-19 vaccines that are currently being distributed. To the best of your knowledge, are those statements accurate or inaccurate?
	 
	Accurate 
	Inaccurate 
	Not sure 

	The COVID-19 vaccines will alter people’s DNA.
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  

	The COVID-19 vaccines contain microchips that could track people.
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  

	The COVID-19 vaccines contain the lung tissue of aborted fetuses.
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  

	The COVID-19 vaccines can cause infertility, making it more difficult to get pregnant.
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  

	The COVID-19 vaccines were tested on thousands of people in clinical trials.
	▢  
	▢ 
	▢  



Institutional Trust

The trust health officials variable is an average of the following three items. These items were originally embedded in a longer list.

How much do you trust the following people and organizations to do the right thing to best handle the current coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak?
	 
	A lot 
	Some 
	Not too much 
	Not at all 

	The FDA (Food and Drug Administration) 
	▢ 
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  

	The CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention)
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  

	Dr. Anthony Fauci of the National Institutes of Health
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  




The trust scientists and trust news media variables appeared in the following matrix, which originally contained more items.

How much do you trust the following people and organizations to do the right thing to best handle the current coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak?

	 
	A lot
	Some
	Not too much
	Not at all

	Scientists and researchers
	▢  
	▢  
	▢ 
	▢  

	The news media
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  
	▢  


 
COVID-19 Variables
The following two questions were used to construct the COVID-19 House variable. Respondents who answered “Yes” to the first question or any answer aside from “None” on the second question were coded as 1. All others were coded as 0. 

Have you ever been diagnosed with coronavirus (COVID-19)?
▢    	Yes, I was diagnosed by a medical professional	
▢    	No, I was not diagnosed but I think I may have it now 
▢    	No, I was not diagnosed but I think I had it previously and recovered 
▢    	No, I was not diagnosed and I do not think I ever had it 
▢    	 I am not sure

How many members of your household (other than yourself) have been diagnosed with coronavirus (COVID-19)?
▢    	None 
▢    	One 
▢    	Two 
▢    	Three
▢    	Four 
▢    	Five or more

The economic hardship index was constructed from the number of items a respondent checked in the following list.

Are you or someone in your household currently experiencing any of the following as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak? (Please select all that apply)
▢    	Had to start working from home
▢    	Had their school or university closed
▢    	Had to stop or scale back work to take care of their children
▢    	Had to stop or scale back work to take care of someone who had COVID-19
▢    	Had to take a cut in pay due to reduced hours or demand for their work
▢    	Was unable to make rent or mortgage payments
▢    	Was evicted from their home
▢    	Was laid off or lost a job
▢    	Was unable to make rent or mortgage payments
▢    	None of the above


Online Appendix C: Logit and Full Models
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Table C4: Conspiracy Beliefs by Gun Ownership (New Gun Owners vs. Pre-Existing Gun Owners)
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Table C5: Conspiracy Beliefs by Gun Ownership (New Gun Owners vs. Pre-Existing Gun Owners)
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Table C6: Conspiracy Beliefs by Gun Ownership (New Gun Owners vs. Pre-Existing Gun Owners With No Pandemic
Purchases)
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Table C7: Conspiracy Beliefs by Gun Ownership (New Gun Owners vs. Pre-Existing Gun Owners With No Pandemic
Purchases)

Dependent Variables: _ Alters DNA  Contains Fetal Thsue  Contains Microchips  Causes Infertility Not Tested
Model Logit Logit i

Logit Logit Logit
Variables
(Imtercepr) g e s g g
(033) (0:36) (0:40) (0:39) (0:26)
Now Owner bress 051 fres o500+ o3
©.7) (0.15) (0.19) 1) (0:15)
Black 031 =S 035 021 03
©15) (©019) (021) (015 (0:16)
Asin 037 00 028 021 031
033) (032 (0:39) (029 (©025)
Hispanic ot 002 o0 o1t 007
0 (025 (21 (02) ©17)
Other Raco 050 016 L1 005 012
(0.46) (044) ©73) (031 (026
Fomalo o2t o Eyry 006 000
(©.10) (0.0 (0.12) (0.0 (0.05)
Childron in 1 bres o517 fres o550 Peres
©.11) (011 (0:13) (.10 (005
Age (Decads) e a7 Erey o3 003
o) (009 009 [} (0.02)
Collogo 015 -0 0t 017 00006
©i1) (011) (012) ©11) (0.05)
HH Income (10K) oo 0003 o0 s ey
) (001 (001 (001) (0.009)
Raral 015 023 010 013 011
©16) (016 (0:15) (013 (11
Suburban 017 032 045 o1 008
(0.13) (0.13) (0.15) (0.3 (0.10)
Whito Bvangelieal 048 057 Ires o500+ PEs
©12) (012 (014) ©12) (005
Domocrat 010 oo o1 o100
©14) (015 (0:16) (014 (011)
Republican 008 011 000 oo
©13) (013 (©017) (©014) (0:10)
Other Party 008 I 013 031 00
(0) (026) (031) (021) (0.15)
Heologeal Wentity 0,157 pre=s 007 P xees
004) (005 (005) [0} 003
Region: Rockics o6 051 e e 037
©039) (0.2 (052 (039 (021)
Rogion: Southwest 026 0006 046 017 035
0:3) (020 (029) (021 (015
Rogion: Groat Plains 0.73°™ e o 030 016
©1) (020 (032 (026 (019)
Rogion: Midwest 010 006 015 ey 001
(©0:0) (023 (021) (021) (0:16)
Region: South 030 001 -0z 008 013
©19) (022 (023) (020 (015)
Rogion: Mid-Adntie 027 oot o0 005, 018
) (025 (021) (029 (015)
Rogion: New England 021 021 L 040
©31) (030 062 (034 (026
Hardship Tndex 0z 057 025 “02i
(0.36) (039) (0:40) (035) (0:30)
COVID in it bress e 050 s fES
©.10) ©11) (012 (.10 (005
—
Obserations 5600 sest 5606 se se68
Squared Comeation 0014160 ogarss 0i930 0G0 ogr
Pseudo R? 0.06738 0.06734 0.09746 0.09031 0.03591
BIC 33310 30815 2,103 3381 sa195

‘Heteroskedasticity robust standari-crrors in parenthescs
Siif Codes: *7% 0.01, 7% 005, * 0.1




image9.png
Table C8: Trust by Gun Ownership (Pre-Existing Owners vs. Non-Owners)
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Table CO: Trust by Gun Ownership (New Owners vs. Pre-Existing Owners)

Dependent Variables:  Trust: News Media Trust: Health Officials Trust: Scientists
Model: oLs oLS oLS

Variables
(Intercept) 230
(0.07)

New Owner
Black

Asian

Hispanic.

Other Race

Female

Children in HH

Age (Decades)
College

HH Income (10k)
Rural

Suburban

White Evangelical
Democrat.
Republican

Other Party
Ideological Identity
Region: Rockies
Region: Southwest
Region: Great Plains
Region: Midwest
Region: South
Region: Mid-Atlantic
Region: New England
Hardship Index

COVID in HH

Fit statistics
Observations 7,551 7,537 7558

Squared Correlation 021718 024874 014273
Pseudo R? 0.08802 0.10906 0.06393
BIC 19,397.7 178508 17,2823

Heteroskedasticity-robust standard-crrors in parcntheses
Signif. Codes: **%: 0.01, **: 0.05, * 0.1





image11.png
Table C10: Trust by Gun Ownership (New Owners vs. Pre-Existing Owners With No Pandemic Purchases)
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Table C11: Reasons for Pandemic Gun Purchases (New Owners vs. Pre-Existing Owners)
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Table C12: Reasons for Pandemic Gun Purchases (New Owners vs. Pre-Existing Owners)
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Table C13: Aggregated Reasons for Pandemic Gun Purchases (New Owners vs. Pre-Existing Owners)
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Table C14: Aggregated Reasons for Pandemic Gun Purchases (New Owners vs. Pre-Existing Owners)
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‘Sample Demographics
All Respondents Pre-Existing Gun Owners Pandemic Purchasers New Owners

Variable N =24,448' N=7,027 N =1,692' N =318"
Gender
Female 52% 49% 46% 54%
Male 48% 51% 54% 46%
Race
White 65% 75% 1% 63%
Hispanic 15% 9.9% 1% 1%
Black 12% 9.4% 1% 17%
Asian American 5.8% 3.6% 3.8% 4.6%
Other 25% 23% 32% 4.3%
Community
rural 14% 20% 19% 15%
suburban 55% 56% 54% 55%
urban 30% 24% 28% 29%
Age 47 48 41 40
Education
High School or Less 37% 36% 34% 32%
Some College 32% 33% 31% 35%
Bachelor's Degree 19% 19% 18% 19%
Graduate Degree 12% 1% 17% 14%

Income Bracket

Less than $25,000 25% 17% 16% 19%
$25,000 to $74,999 44% 46% 40% 49%
$75,000 to $149,999 24% 29% 33% 24%
$150,000 or more 6.8% 7.9% 1% 82%
Party
Republican 25% 37% 37% 26%
Democrat 1% 30% 32% 39%
Independent 29% 27% 24% 27%
Other 59% 5.9% 6.5% 7.9%
Ideology
Liberal 33% 25% 29% 32%
Moderate 38% 34% 32% 38%
Conservative 29% 41% 38% 31%
Trump won 28% 1% 53% 39%
Pre-Existing Owner 29% 100% 81% 0%
New Owner 13% 0% 19% 100%

" Reweighted
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Table C1: Pandemic Gun Buying by Pre-Existing Gun Ownership and Controls
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Signif. Codes: ***: 0.01, **: 0.05, *: 0.1
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Table C2: Conspiracy Beliefs by Gun Ownership (Pre-Existing Owners vs. Non-Owners)
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Table C3: Conspiracy Beliefs by Gun Ownership (Pre-Existing Owners vs. Non-Owners)

Dependent Variables: _ Alters DNA  Contains Fetal Thsue  Contains Microchips  Causes Infertility Not Tested
Model Logit Logit i

Logit Logit Logit
Variables
st g o g - -
(©.15) (016 (017) (0.15) (0.12)
Profxisting Owner 0237+ 007 o3 0250 xS
(0.05) (005) (0.06) (0.05) 009
Black 0360 pre=s fres s 007
() (009 (009 (008 (007
Asin [ 010 o1 018 o100
(©.12) (0.13) (0.14) (013 (0.10)
Hispanic 030 0357 P 016" o002
©.10) 010 ©11) (0.0 (005)
Other Raco 03 007 030 022 021
©.16) (019 (021) (0.1 (012)
Fomalo e a0 R e “oor
(0.05) (005) (0.06) (0.05) (004
Childron in 1 bress 0300 o7i 052 o0
(0.05) (005) (0.06) (0.05) (004
Age (Decads) e Ere o2 a0
002) (009 (002 00 (001
Collogo o0 ot by 008 005
(0.5) (005) (0.05) (005 (004
HH Income (10K) oo 02 o010 o007 oo
(0005) (0009 (0005 (0.005) (0004
Raral 00 0002 011 00 o3
(0.05) (008) (009 (008) (005
Suburban b byl 030 e 0002
(0.05) (006) (0.06) (0.06) (005)
Whito Bwangelieal 062 06 fres s Pres
©05) (0.06) (0.07) (006 (0.05)
Domocrat 00z 0air o1 002 Ry
0.06) (0.07) (0.07) (0.06) (0.05)
Republican o3 s e press s
©.7) (008 (0.09) o) (005
Other Party 0o 016 o0 000 007
(©.12) (0.13) (0.15) (0.2) (0.00)
Hoologeal Wentity 007+ fre=s oot =S pxees
) (009 (002) (00 01
Region: Rockics 028 021 030 03t 017
) (020 (023) (019 (015)
Rogion: Southwest 00 008 016 012 010
©11) (11 (©012) (©11) (0.09)
Region: Groat Plains .19 020 005 Ty 005
©13) (013) (015) (013 (0:10)
Rogion: Midwest ot 006 o1 011 002
©i0) (010 (©011) (010 (005)
Region: South o2 002 001 0w 001
(0m) (010 (011) (010 (001
Rogion: Mid-Athntie 020 010 0003 012 005
©.10) (010 (012 (.10 (005
Rogion: New England .15 013 s ey oo
©13) (014) (0.15) (0.14) (011
Hardship Tndex s ey fress e 013
(0.16) (0:16) (017) (0.15) (0.14)
COVID in it osi 053 osi 053 PE=s
05) (009 (005) (005 009
—
Obserations 2112 219m 2190 21,900 2192
Squared Comeation 005166 006232 08016 ooG0s  o0emss
Pseudo R? 007358 0.08693 011948 0.09085 0.03226
BIC 12085 12,7158 10,4116 13300 w0684

‘Heteroskedasticity robust standari-crrors in parenthescs
Signif. Codea: *+%: 0.01, *% 0.05, * 0.1




