Appendix
Sample questions and excerpted responses from interviews with members of the real estate tax collectors’ movement[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The interviews conducted for this article are part of a larger project on the emergence of independent union organizations in Egypt in the context of a long history of state control over interest representation. As such, most questions were designed to reveal the process that led to the emergence of independent union organizations. Dynamics related to the concept of ignoring were revealed in the context of these conversations as protest participants recalled their experiences of collective mobilization.] 

What was the experience of the real estate tax collectors’ movement with Hussein Megawer, the president of the Egyptian Trade Union Federation?
“Our experience with Megawer was really bad. He closed the door when we held our sit in front of the ETUF. He closed the door. Everyone who slept on the sidewalk of the ETUF headquarters on Nov 13, 14, and 15 [2007] remembers this experience” (Interviewee a, October 2011).
 “Our experience with Megawer made us want to become independent” (Interviewee b, October 2011).
“The Egyptian Trade Union Federation did not offer us anything at all” (Interviewee c, October 2011)
What is behind the idea of establishing an independent union for real estate tax collectors?
 “Heading the strike was a leadership that possessed a history of activism and a political background (Kamal Abu Eita). But he would not have succeeded without the group of people surrounding him, some of whom also had a political background. Unionists are not really ones that look beyond to broader issues by nature. Only people with a political sense can break that. My philosophy is that social struggle is a series of connected steps. You can’t burn one of those steps. You start with your place of work then the governorate. Strike, union, federation, the labor class in Egypt…The position of the General Union of Bank, Insurance and Financial Administration employees. It was against us. This made us stop believing that we could reform [from within]…Our victory” (Interviewee d, October 2011)
“There was also an official union structure that stood against the demands of the workers. Forming an independent union became spontaneous. The official union structure dared to prevent workers from making their demands” (Interviewee e).
 “People were “suffocated” by Megawer” (Interviewee a, October 2011).
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YouTube videos consulted
News Coverage and Interviews with Protesters
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvJpCoiqKw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=chwf-Aucx9o 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eX9xcN6Fo90 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dd1nXTrotuE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXT_eunm1Wk&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptQQFjSr2bI&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYeAnl9vlAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z7g1FYXwAG4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5qwyOWOB_Q 

Clips of Protests (including chants)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F8e1-fqwfWA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyLuW7vvcyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFTlsO4piTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lH6WrLkPYSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQtbp2TrK_4
