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“Measuring Gubernatorial Ideology:

A Content Analysis of State of the State Speeches” 
Content Analysis Procedures for TEXTPACK 
TEXTPACK is a product of ZUMA (Mannheim, Germany):

ZUMA

Postfach 12 21 55

68072 Mannheim 

Step 1: Input the dictionary. 

The dictionary words must be defined by category. This is done by assigning a numeric code for each category. The dictionary can either be created in TEXTPACK or imported as a plain text file. 

The categories are defined by the user, as in the following example.  The  words following the asterisks denote the labels for each category, while the first four numbers define the category.

E.g.:

0010  ****Budget-Spending/Conservative

0011  ****Economy/Conservative

0015  ****Budget-Spending/Liberal

0016  ****Economy/Liberal

0013  ****HealthCare/Conservative

0018  ****HealthCare/Liberal

0012  ****Welfare/Conservative

0038- chemical

0016+ child care

0017+ child support

0017+ child welfare

0016  child-care

0031  choice

0031  choose

0036  cigarettes

0028+ civil rights

0027+ civil unions

0037+ class size

0037- classroom

0038- clean

0038  co2

0011- compet

0038  congestion

0038  conservation

0038  conserve

0038- contaminate 

0011  contract

See the ideological dictionary posted on the SPPQ Website for the exact codes used for each policy area (Gubernatorial_Ideoloigical_Dictionary.doc). 

Step 2: Create Sentence and Split File 

Save each speech as a plain text file; this allows the file to be read by the program.

In TEXTPACK, under “Prepare Sentence file”, save the plain text file as a sentence file. The file is a binary version of the text file.

· Set “input format” to “standard”. 

· Check “Hyphenation in text” to allow the file to recognize hyphenated words.

· Check “Numeric id”. 

Under “Output Options”:


-Select “Automatic generation of the lowest id” to set the sentence as the unit of 

analysis.

- Click “OK” and the sentence file is completed. 

The split file arranges the text vertically so that TEXTPACK can correctly code the sentences using the dictionary, and to produce word frequency counts.

Click “OK” and the sentence file is completed; an output file will be generated showing the words per unit.

Step 3: Code Text

Select “Display text” to ensure that the file was setup correctly. 
The file will appear as:

********   T E X T P A C K     15 Jan 02    Routine -LIST-   ********

                                                             10/18/2003

 ***** SENTENCE file: C:\TEXTPACK\DATA\GA 2001.SEN

 -ID1-  -ID2-  -ID3-   T e x t-----------------------------------

 000001                Lieutenant Governor Taylor , Speaker

                       Murphy , Members of the General Assembly

                       , Justices of the Supreme Court , Judges

                       of the Court of Appeals , Members of the

                       Consular Corps , Ladies and Gentlemen :

                       Today , somewhere in Georgia , a child

                       was born .

 000002                Fortune smiled on this baby girl .

 000003                She was delivered into the world with

                       the help of a good doctor , and welcomed

                       by two healthy parents .

 000004                Her mother and father couldn’t be more

                       excited .

 000005                They’ve spent the last nine months

                       preparing for her arrival , and dreaming

                       about her future .

On the coding tab, code the speech using the ideological dictionary.

In the dialog box:

· Set the range of the codes. The codes represent the different ideological categories; e.g., 10 denotes conservative budget, 26 denotes liberal law and order. The codes are defined by the user when creating the dictionary. The range of the codes was 10 to 38 (see the ideological dictionary). 
· Check “print the total frequencies” for an output file with the number of words in each category from the dictionary appearing in the speech.

· Click “Okay”, and name the output file. 

An output file will be created with the number of sentences (“output units”), the number of codes in the output file, and the number of text units with no codes. The output file also shows the number of coded words appearing in the speech from the ideological dictionary.

Place Codes in the Speech

Under the coding tab

In “Type of Coding”, select “Codes in Text”.

· Check “Multiple Coding”

· Click “OK”.

In the “Write the Codes in the Text” dialog box that appears, select “Insert” under “Write Back” to place the numeric codes in the text.

Save the coded file. 

Under File, select “Display Text”.

Highlight the text, and copy into a word-processing file. 

Review the Output File

Adjust the file according to the procedures described in the article. The user of TEXTPACK can start with the original output file for the number of codes for each category. If this is the case, when reviewing the file, the user must adjust the counts to eliminate the number of sentences that have been double-counted. For example, if “tax-cuts” appear twice in the same sentence, then the output file will include both appearances in the total count for the conservative budget category, 10. Review each sentence to include sentences not coded by TEXTPACK, to remove sentence having no ideological meaning, to determine the primary issue category in sentences containing words from multiple categories, and to change categories where the sentence has a different meaning than the dictionary’s coding. 


Alternatively, it may be easier to review the coded text (i.e., the text with the codes inserted next to words tagged by the dictionary) and make adjustments, and then afterwards manually tabulating the number of sentences and the ideology per policy area. This may be easier due to the fact that sentences may contain words from multiple categories. 
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