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Sources for Speeches:
The National Governor’s Association posts each governor’s most recent state of the state speech at http://www.nga.org. Stateline.org also posts every state of the state speeches from 2000 to 2004, and speeches can also be found on the governor’s, state legislature’s, or state party’s Website in each state. 

Ideological and Policy Scores by State (Gubernatorial_Ideology_00-01.xls, excel file): 
This file shows the calculation of the ideological score for each governor. 
The file has the following data for each gubernatorial state of the state speech in 2000 and 2001: 
Party

Governor’s Name

Number of sentences coded into each policy category

Total Coded Sentences 

Economic Dimension Score

Social Dimension Score
Overall Ideological Score

Total Number of Sentences 

The overall ideological score calculated by:

(Liberal Sentences – Conservative Sentences)

(Liberal Sentences + Conservative Sentences) 

The Economic Dimension score is:
Net Liberal – Conservative (Budget, Economic, Health and Welfare, Education) Sentences   

Total Number of Coded Sentences in a Speech

In the file, this is the net sum of columns F, G, H and I divided by column N for each speech. 
The Social Dimension score is: 
Net Liberal – Conservative (Law and Order, Morals and Rights, State Regulation Environment) Sentences / Total Number of Coded Sentences in a Speech
In the file, this is the net sum of columns J, K, L, M divided by column N for each speech. 

Ideological Dictionary (Gubernatorial_Ideological_Dictionary.doc, word file)

This file contains all of the words used to tag the sentences from the governors’ state of the state speeches. This predefined dictionary contains words or parts of words that are frequently used in the context of particular issues areas and that indicate a clear ideological point of view. My dictionary was created using Laver and Garry’s (2000) dictionary from British and Irish party manifestos, as well as words appearing disproportionately in either the Republican or Democratic 1996 and 2000 American party platforms, and five selected gubernatorial state of the state speeches in 2000 (Alabama, New York, Vermont, Washington, and New Mexico) that were chosen for party, regional, and demographic variation. Each word is assigned a specific numeric code based on the policy category the word is usually associated with. TEXTPACK inserts the code into the text next to each word appearing from the dictionary. Each sentence was then manually reviewed to check for accuracy, and the coding was adjusted to reflect the changes. 
TEXTPACK Procedures (TEXTPACK_Govideology_Coding_Procedures.doc, word file). 

This file provides the steps used in TEXTPACK to code the ideological speeches. The exact procedure for coding the speeches is as follows. TEXTPACK is a content analysis software program that codes sentences of text based on the appearance of words from a user-created dictionary. The speeches were converted into plain text files before coding in TEXTPACK. This file provides the steps for inputting the dictionary, converting the text file of the speech into a file that can be analyzed by TEXTPACK, and the procedures for coding the speech, and reviewing the output (or coded speech) for the accuracy of the coding. 
