Appendix 3 – Article selection process71 publications identified
48 further excluded for the following reasons:
12 – incomplete data
5 – language barrier
29 – wrong study design
1 – wrong population
1 – unable to locate publication
Excluded 648 based on title and abstract
4 articles identified from bibliographic search
119 publications underwent full text review
52 papers studying intra-abdominal free fluid
[bookmark: _GoBack]17 papers studying pneumothoraces
9 papers studying 
pericardial effusions
75 papers subjected to data extraction (3 papers examined both PCE and intra-abdominal free fluid)

Search strategy employed in EMBASE and OVID MEDLINE databases.
After duplicates removed, 767 publications to review

