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Description of patients to be offered to assess their symptoms using IPOS
Patients (≥18 years) admitted to the unit due to severe chronic disease affecting their general condition with significant symptoms, regardless whether the patient is considered to be in a curative or palliative phase of the disease, should be offered to assess their symptoms using  IPOS. Completing IPOS should be performed by the patient her/himself or, if not possible, the proxy version of IPOS should be used by health professionals, preferably together with next of kin.  

Patients with chronic disease with any of following diseases or conditions with significant symptoms should be offered to complete IPOS: 
· cancer (stage 3-4)
· chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (stage 3-4)
· cardiac failure (NYHA stage 3-4)
· progressive neurological diseases (e.g. stroke, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease )
· chronic liver failure (stage 3-4)
· chronic kidney failure (stage 3-5)
· other severe disease with organ failure  
· patients with multiple chronic conditions with organ failure 
· other patients with marked disease burden, including disability, frailty, weight loss, impaired nutritional intake or repeated visits to the emergency department. 

