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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

Chronological modelling
We used the Combine function and chronological modelling in OxCal 4.4 using the IntCal20 curve (Bronk Ramsey, 2009; Reimer et al., 2013) to test whether bone was significantly older than its depositional context. Human bones from these contexts were taken to be anomalously old when their age caused chronological models incorporating dates from associated material to produce poor agreement indices and/or Combine models to fail X2 tests. In such cases, we put the dates into new chronological models that assumed that the human bone was older than the material with which it was associated. We compared dates within these models using the Difference function in OxCal to determine the period over which the bone was likely to have been curated. When poor agreement and/or failed X2 tests were encountered, the bone was deemed to be anomalously old. 
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Figure S1. Location of sites discussed. The numbers refer to the sites in Supplementary Material, Table S1.
Table S1. List of sites included in this analysis (age categories are as defined in the original reports and/or as described by the excavators; see Booth & Brück, 2020 for full listing of all eighty-one dates).
	Map no.
	Grave
	References
	Minimum number of individuals (curated and non-curated)
	Burnt or unburnt?
	Treatment of possible curated individual(s)
	Skeletal elements curated
	Associated dated material for TAQ
	Age of possible curated individual(s)
	Sex of possible curated individual(s)
	Chronological modelling indicates prolonged curation?
	Arrested microbial attack?

	1
	Boscombe Bowmen
	McKinley, 2011; Fitzpatrick, 2011
	9, possibly 10
	1 cremation burial; remainder unburnt
	Disarticulated
	1 cranium; unclear if other elements curated
	Articulated burial
	Adult (25–30 years)
	Male
	No, except cranium ON 9
	Not analysed

	2
	Canada Farm F1
	Smith et al., 2016
	1
	Unburnt
	Articulated
	Complete body
	Beaker pot
	Adult (25–30 years)
	Male
	No
	Yes

	3
	Cnip Area A
	Lelong 2018
	3
	Unburnt
	Partially articulated skeleton
	Most but not all skeletal elements
	Disarticulated human bones
	Adolescent (12–20 years)
	?Male
	Yes
	Yes

	4
	Dryburn Bridge cist 1
	Dunwell et al., 2007
	2
	Unburnt
	Incomplete, disarticulated skeleton
	Skull and longbones; very few other elements present
	Articulated burial
	Adult (35–45 years)
	Male
	No
	Not analysed

	5
	Dryburn Bridge cist 2
	Dunwell et al., 2007
	2
	Unburnt
	Incomplete, disarticulated skeleton
	Skull and some longbones; very few other elements present
	Articulated burial
	Child (6–8 years)
	Unknown
	No
	Not analysed

	6
	Irthlingborough 6400
	Mays, 2011
	2
	Burnt
	Cremated
	Unclear if either individual curated
	Dates for the two burnt individuals compared
	Unclear if either curated (1 adult 20–40 years, 1 adolescent 13–14 years)
	Unclear if either curated (1 male, 1 unknown)
	No
	Not analysed

	7
	Irthlingborough 6461
	Mays, 2011
	3
	Burnt
	Cremated
	Unclear if any individual curated
	Dates for the three burnt individuals compared
	Unclear if any curated (all young adults, 20–40 years)
	Unclear if any curated (1 ?male, 1 ?female, 1 unknown)
	No
	Not analysed

	8
	Kingshill North 1403
	Biddulph & Welsh, 2011
	2
	Unburnt
	Disarticulated 
	Femur fragment
	Articulated burial
	Juvenile (age unknown)
	Unknown
	Dating failed (collagen preservation)
	Yes

	9
	Melton Quarry 1008
	F. Brown and L. McIntyre, OA South, pers. comm.
	2
	Unburnt
	Incomplete, disarticulated skeleton
	Unknown (analysis ongoing at time of publication)
	Articulated burial
	Infant (2–4 months)
	Unknown
	Yes
	Yes

	10
	Redlands Farm F131
	Mays, 2011
	3
	Unburnt
	Disarticulated
	Humerus fragment
	Articulated burial
	Subadult (age unknown)
	Unknown
	Yes
	Not analysed

	11
	South Dumpton Down B15
	Perkins, 1995
	3
	Unburnt
	Disarticulated 
	Mandible
	Articulated burial
	Unknown
	Unknown
	No
	Not analysed

	12
	Traigh Bahn cist 1
	Ritchie et al., 1983
	2
	Unburnt
	Incomplete, disarticulated skeleton
	Skull and longbones; very few other elements present
	Articulated burial
	Young adult (20–25 years)
	?Male
	Ys
	Not analysed

	13
	Trelowthas
	J. Nowakows-ki, pers. comm.
	Multiple (analysis ongoing at time of publication)
	Burnt
	Cremated
	Unknown
	Burnt human bone from the cist into which the urn was deposited
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Yes
	Not analysed

	14
	West Deeping 344
	M. Brittain, pers. comm.
	1
	Unburnt
	Partially articulated, complete skeleton
	Complete body
	Pig scapula
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Dating failed (poor collagen preservation)
	Yes

	15
	Whitton Hill
	Gamble & Fowler, 2013
	24
	Burnt
	Cremated
	Skull fragments
	Burnt bones belonging to different individuals in the same deposit
	Unknown
	Unknown
	Yes
	Not analysed

	16
	Wilsford G58
	Woodward & Needham, 2012; Woodward & Hunter, 2015: 114
	2
	Unburnt
	Disarticulated
	Femur fragment
	Associated artefacts
	Adult
	Unknown
	No
	Not analysed

	17
	Windmill Fields Sk 6 and 8
	Annis et al., 1997
	4
	Unburnt
	Disarticulated
	Two skulls (dated); possible curated longbones not dated
	Articulated burial
	Skulls belonged to two adults; an adolescent was represented in the undated longbones
	Skulls belonged to 1 male and 1 female; the undated adolescent longbones belonged to a possible female
	Yes
	Yes

	18
	Cotswold Community 7971
(NB: pit deposit, not grave)
	Smith et al., 2010
	1
	Unburnt
	Disarticulated
	2 femur fragments
	Burnt animal bone
	Adult (age unknown)
	Unknown
	Yes
	No
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