Supplementary material

This supplementary material describes the steps used to calculate site-level supply for the SSFP and SSO.

1. For every site, I first calculated a measure of total hours of operation for each meal type in June, July, and August[footnoteRef:1]. This measure was equal to the number of days of operation for a given meal type at a site in a specific month multiplied by daily hours of operation for that meal type. [1:  School calendars from the 2010-2011 school year indicated different end dates for the school year in cities and towns across the state of California. June 13th was selected as the beginning of summer because it was close to the middle of the month and was the last day of school for some large school districts (e.g. San Diego). August 31st was chosen as the last day of summer as it was the last day of that month and close to the Labor Day holiday. The total number of possible operation days (Monday to Friday and excluding the July 4th holiday) was 57: 14 in June, 20 in July, and 23 in August. ] 


1. I generated a measure indicating the proportion of sponsor hours of operation for each meal type in a given month. For example, a site that provided 20 hours of breakfast in June 2011 out of a total of 100 breakfast hours across all others sties for the same sponsor would have a value of 0.20 (20/100) for breakfast hours in June. 

1. I generated an estimate of meals provided for each meal type in each month by multiplying the previously-established proportion variable by the total number of a given meal provided by the sponsor in a particular month. Continuing with the previous example, a site that provided 20% of all breakfast hours for a sponsor who supplied 2000 breakfasts in the month of June would have a value of 400 (.20*2000) as an estimate of breakfasts provided. 

1. I created a separate measure of summer-long provision for each meal type by adding meals provided in June, July, and August. 

I created a total measure of site meal supply by adding together summer-long provision of each meal type. 

