Supplementary material

Supplemental Table 1–Respondent characteristics in a U.S. Mid-Atlantic state registered voter sample compared to the overall state population
	Characteristics
	Overall

Unweighted Sample

(n=1,000) 

%
	Overall

Weighted Sample

(n=1,000)a
%
	Comparison with State Populationb

	Age, years
	
	
	

	35 and older
	90.5
	83.7
	54.1 

	18 to 34 
	9.5
	16.3
	23.3

	
	
	
	

	Gender
	
	
	

	Female 
	60.1
	52.4
	51.3

	Male
	39.9
	47.6
	48.7

	
	
	
	

	Race/Ethnicity
	
	
	

	White
	68.0
	62.4
	59.8

	African-American/Black
	21.7
	25.5
	29.8

	Other (Hispanic, Asian, Multiracial)
	10.4
	12.1
	10.4

	
	
	
	

	Political Party
	
	
	

	Democrat
	56.3
	55.6
	55.7

	Republican
	26.5
	24.9
	25.9

	Independent or Other
	17.2
	19.5
	18.3

	
	
	
	

	Education
	
	
	

	High School or Less
	26.7
	24.7
	31.4

	Some College/Associate’s Degree
	23.8
	24.8
	20.4

	4-Year College/Bachelor’s Degree or Post-Graduate
	49.5
	50.5
	29.5

	
	
	
	

	Income, annual before taxes
	
	
	

	≥$50,000
	72.8
	75.3
	67.6

	< $50,000 
	27.2
	24.7
	32.4


aThe descriptive data provided are weighted to account for the survey sampling design.  

b Comparison data for age, gender, race/ethnicity, education, and income from the 2013 Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplement and the 2012 Current Population Survey, Annual Voter and Registration Supplement (24, 25). 
Supplemental Table 2–Respondent characteristics examined in analysis of support for a sugar-sweetened beverage (SSB) tax, SSB consumption messages, and pro-tax messages
	Characteristics
	Survey Question Description
	Operationalization of Variables

	Opinion of SSB Tax
	If health experts proposed adding a tax of one penny per ounce to the price of regular soda and other drinks with added sugar for the purpose of reducing teen consumption and preventing childhood obesity, would you favor or oppose that?
	· Favor

· Oppose

	Age 
	Retrieved from Voter Registration
	· 18 to 34 years

· 35 years or over

	Gender
	Self-Reported in Survey
	· Male

· Female

	Race/Ethnicity
	Self-Reported in Survey
	· White

· African-American/Black

· Other (Hispanic, Asian, Multiracial, Other)



	Political Party 
	Retrieved from Voter Registration
	· Democrat

· Republican

· Independent or Other

	Education
	Self-Reported in Survey
	· High School or Less

· Some College/Associate’s Degree

· 4-Year College/Bachelor’s Degree

· Post-Graduate

	Income – 2012 annual income before taxes
	Self-Reported in Survey
	· ≥$100,000

· $50,000 to <$100,000

· <$50,000

	Daily SSB Consumption
	I am going to read several kinds of drinks.  For each one, please tell me if you drink it frequently – meaning at least once a day, occasionally – meaning at least once a week, rarely – meaning less than once a week, or never.  The SSB definition included regular soda, sugar-sweetened iced tea, sports drinks, energy drinks, or fruit drinks.
· Daily SSB Consumption – at least one daily consumption of regular soda, sugar-sweetened iced tea, sports or energy drinks, or sugar-sweetened fruit drinks.
	· Yes

· No

	SSBs at Home
	Respondent reported having one or more type of SSBs in the home, including regular soda, sugar-sweetened iced tea, sports drinks, energy drinks, or fruit drinks.  100% fruit juice and diet drinks were not considered SSBs.
	· Yes

· No

	Health Care Provider Suggested Weight Loss  
	Have you ever been told by a health care

professional that you should lose weight?


	· Yes

· No

	SSB is Habit Forming or Addictive
	Do you think that sugary drinks are addictive? (If initially no or not sure): Do you think they are habit-forming?


	· Neither Addictive or Habit Forming

· Addictive

· Habit Forming

	Belief that SSB tax will be Effective
	In general, do you think that making sugary drinks more expensive would help cut down on their consumption?


	· Yes

· No

	Belief in SSB and Obesity Relationship in Children
	Some of the drinks we discussed have sugar added.  They include regular sodas, flavored waters, fruit drinks, sports drinks, and energy drinks.  We will call this whole class of drinks “sugary drinks.”  Do you think there is a connection between children drinking sugary drinks - like soda - and childhood obesity?  (If yes): Are sugary drinks a major cause or only a minor cause of childhood obesity?


	· No, do not contribute

· Yes, only minor cause

· Yes, major cause

	Motivation among SSB drinkers to reduce consumption after health expert links SSB with obesity
	If health experts said sugary drinks are a major cause of obesity or weight gain in general, would that strongly motivate you to drink fewer sugary drinks, motivate you a little bit, or not really motivate you?


	· Yes

· No

	Childhood Obesity Important Concern
	Is childhood obesity, in other words children being seriously overweight, a very important concern to you personally, a somewhat important concern, a not very important concern, or a not at all important concern to you?
	· Not very or not at all important

· Very or somewhat important

	Childhood Obesity Solution
	Which of these is closer to your own view?
	· More needs to be done by society to reduce or prevent childhood obesity in the state.

· Reducing childhood obesity is mainly a parent’s concern.


