Supplementary Materials for Modulatory Role of Foreign Language Experience on the Moral

Foreign Language Effect

Moral Dilemmas
Dilemma English Mandarin Chinese
Burning You and five other people are PRAN AR 70 AN AE— R 2 k
Building — trapped in a burning building. FEHL IXMHEEH A kA
Personal There is only one emergency exit

through which all of you could
escape, but it is blocked by
burning debris. Another injured
person is about to crawl through a
hole at the bottom of the exit
door. You and the other five
people do not have time to do the
same.

If you use the injured person to
break down the debris, you will
be able to escape. Doing this will
certainly kill him, but it will save
you and the five people behind
you.

Do you break down the blockage
by using the injured person so
you and the five other people can
escape?
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Burning
Building —
Impersonal

You and five other people are
trapped in a burning building.
There is only one emergency exit
through which all of you could
escape, but it is blocked by
burning debris. Another injured
person is about to crawl through a
hole at the bottom of the exit
door. You and the other five
people do not have time to do the
same.

If you activate the emergency
system, it will eliminate oxygen
from the hallway which will put
out the fire. However, it will
leave the injured person without
air. This will kill him, but you
and the five people behind you
will be saved.

Do you put out the fire by
activating the emergency system,
which will leave the injured
without air, so you and the five
other people can escape?
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Organ
Transplant —
Personal

You are a doctor. You have five
patients who will all die if they
don’t get an immediate organ
transplant. Another patient is just
being rushed to the hospital after
a serious car accident. This
person is critically injured, but
you can probably save him by
means of a long and complicated
operation.

If you secretly cut his carotid
artery during surgery it will cause
his death and you will have the
organs for the other five patients.
This will kill him, but save the
other five patients.

Do you obtain the organs cutting
the carotid artery of the accident

victim, so you can undertake the

transplantations for the other five
patients?
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Organ
Transplant —
Impersonal

You are a doctor. You have five
patients who will all die if they
don’t get an immediate organ
transplant. Another patient is just
being rushed to the hospital after
a serious car accident. This
person is critically injured.
During the long and complicated
surgery, you notice that a nurse is
about to inject the wrong
medication, which will be lethal
in this case.

If you let the nurse inject the
wrong medication the accident
victim will die and you will have
the organs for the other five
patients. This will kill this patient,
but will save the other five
patients.

Do you obtain the organs by
letting the nurse inject the wrong
medication, so you can undertake
the transplantations for the other
five patients?
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Trolley
(Personal)

A runaway trolley is speeding
down the tracks towards five
workmen who will be killed if the
trolley continues on its present
course. You are standing next to
the tracks, but you are too far
away to warn them. Next to you
there is a very large stranger.

If you push the large stranger
onto the tracks, the trolley will
slide off the tracks and won’t
continue its course towards the
workmen. This will kill the
stranger, but you will save the
five workmen.

Do you cause the trolley to derail
by pushing the stranger onto the
tracks, so the trolley does not
reach the five workmen?
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Trolley
(Impersonal)

A runaway trolley is speeding
down the tracks towards five
workmen who will be killed if the
trolley continues on its present
course. You are standing next to
the tracks, but you are too far
away to warn them. Next to you
there is a control switch that can
redirect the trolley onto a
different track, where only one
workman is working.

If you flip the control switch it
will divert the trolley onto the
track with one workman and will
not continue its course towards
the five workmen. This will kill
this workman, but it will save the
other five.

Do you divert the trolley by
flipping the control switch, which
will cause the trolley to run over
one workman, so the trolley does
not reach the five workmen?
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Train or Bus

(Non-moral)

You need to travel from Beijing
to Jinan in order to attend a
meeting that starts at 2:00 PM.
You can take either the train or
the bus.

The train will get you there just in
time for your meeting no matter
what. The bus is scheduled to
arrive an hour before your
meeting, but the bus is
occasionally several hours late
because of traffic. It would be
nice to have an extra hour before
the meeting, but you cannot
afford to be late.

Is it appropriate for you to take
the train instead of the bus in
order to ensure you are not being
late for your meeting?
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