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Data supplement

Box DS1 Some of the reported presentations 
of Munchausen’s syndrome

Abscesses (Tunbridge, 1969)••

Alcohol misuse (Caradoc-Davies, 1988)••

Amnesia (Jones & Horrocks, 1987; Sussman••  
et al, 1987)
Ataxia (Fraim & Peters, 1979)••

Back pain (Ireland••  et al, 1967)
Bacteraemia (Galanos••  et al, 2003)
Cessation of menstruation (D’Souza••  et al, 
1977)
Depression (Ben-Torim, 1978)••

Dysarthria (Sussman••  et al, 1987)
Fainting (Clarke & Melnick, 1958; Folger••  et 
al, 1981)
Fever (Petersdorf & Bennett, 1957; Thompson••  
et al, 1964; Rumans & Vosti, 1978; Aduan et 
al, 1979)
Haemoptysis (Feinsilver••  et al, 1983; O’Shea 
et al, 1984; Bjornson & Kirk, 2001)
Hemiparesis (Henderson••  et al, 1983; Will & 
Miller, 1992)
Hypotension and baroreflex failure ••

(Tellioglu et al, 2000)
Medical disorder mimicking Munchausen’s ••

syndrome (Lidz et al, 1949; Brecker & Trepte, 
1990)
Meningoencephalitis (Sussman••  et al, 1987)
Open wounds (Ciak••  et al, 1981)
Panniculitis (Tausche••  et al, 2004)
Post-traumatic stress disorder (Geracioti••  et 
al, 1987)
Seizures (Ries, 1980; Jones & Horrocks, 1987; ••

Bauer & Boegner, 1996)
Shoulder instability (Warren, 2001; Barton ••

& Williams, 2003)
Surgical emphysema (Polat••  et al, 2002)
Thought disorder (Cheng & Hummel, ••

1978)
Torsion dystonia (Batshaw••  et al, 1985)
Tremor (Sussman••  et al, 1987)
Unstable angina (Mehta••  et al, 2001)
Urinary retention (Hermieu••  et al, 2002)

Box DS2 Suggested aetiological themes and 
predisposing factors

Parental neglect/abuse (Cheng & Hummel, ••

1978)
Early preoccupations with health (Reich & ••

Gottfried, 1983)
Separation anxiety (O’Shea••  et al, 1982)
Early experience of protracted illness/••

admissions (American Psychiatric Associa-
tion, 2002; Feldman et al, 1994)
Previous occupation associated with the ••

medical profession (Hustead et al, 1982; 
Reich & Gottfried, 1983)
Organic brain disorder (Asher, 1951; ••

Bursten, 1965; Ireland et al, 1967; Fenelon et 
al, 1991; Lawrie et al, 1993)
Psychological predisposition or psychiatric ••

illness (Cheng & Hummel, 1978; Wimberley, 
1981; Janofsky, 1986; Pankratz & Lezak, 
1987)
Sociopathic personality traits and person-••

ality disorders (Barker, 1962; Ireland et al, 
1967; Philips et al, 1983; Reich & Gottfried, 
1983; Bhugra, 1988; Powell & Boast, 1993)
Medical disorder mimicking Munchausen’s ••

syndrome (Lidz et al, 1949; Brecker & Trepte, 
1990)
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