The Political Implications of Colorism Are
Gendered-Appendix

January 1, 2020

1 Question Wording and Coding

Skin Tone (C262): Massey, Douglas S., and Jennifer A. Martin. 2003. The NIS Skin Color
Scale.

As you know, people display a wide variety of physical characteristics. One of these is skin
color. Displayed below is a skin color scale that ranges from 1 to 10. The 10 shades of
skin color are represented by a hand of identical form, but differing in color. Which hand
shown below comes closest to your skin color?

1=Lightest, 10=Darkest



Scale of Skin Color Darkness




Gender (S3)
1=Women, 2=Men

Linked Fate (C150)
Do you think what happens generally to [RACE] people in this country will have something

to do with what happens in your life?
1=Yes, 0=No

Education (C381)
What is the highest level of education you completed?
1=Grades 1-8, 6=Post-graduate education

Age (age)
Min.=18, Max.=98

Percentage of Black neighbors (C349-2)

Please indicate the approximate racial/ethnic composition of the neighborhood where you
currently live. Responses must add up to 100 percent. (Note: use a sliding scale that adds
up to 100)

Min.=0, Max.=100

Discrimination

Have you ever been treated unfairly or personally experienced discrimination because of
your race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, being an immigrant, religious heritage or having an
accent?

1=Yes, 0=No

Party ID

Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, an independent,
or something else?

1=Republican, 2=Democrat, 3=Independent, 4=0Other Party



Table 1: Descriptive Statistics for Self-Identified Black or African American CMPS Re-
spondents

Women Men Total

(n=2,183) (n=968) (n=3,154)
America for many generations 75.36 71.65 74.21
Born in the U.S. 94.32 92.05 93.60
Experience with discrimination (Yes) 63.86 68.70 65.35
Linked fate (Yes) 66.61 68.60 67.22
Massey skin tone 4.85 5.32 4.99
Std. Dev. 1.49 1.71 1.58
Min, Max 1, 10 1, 10 1, 10
Educational attainment 4.05 4.04 4.05
Std. Dev. 1.08 1.08 1.08
Min, Max 1,6 1,6 1,6
Income 3.93 4.58 4.12
Std. Dev. 2.98 3.37 3.12
Min, Max 1, 12 1, 12 1, 12
Age 40.99 42.20 41.35
Std. Dev. 15.22 15.95 15.46
Min, Max 18, 85 18, 98 18, 98
% Black people in neighborhood 45.94 45.93 45.96
Std. Dev. 30.92 31.47 31.09
Min, Max 0, 100 0,100 0, 100
Democrat 71.42 60.64 68.07
Republican 3.89 5.79 4.47
Independent 18.83 27.48 21.46
Other party 5.86 6.10 5.99
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