

Appendix 2   Methodological quality of included other observational studies (van der Windt et al., 2000)

	
	
	#13
	#14
	#15
	#16
	#17

	
1
	
Are valid selection criteria used in the composition of the study population?
	
1
	
0.5
	
0.5
	
1
	
1

	
2
	
Is the response to the first measurement at least 80%?
	
0.5
	
?
	
?
	
0
	
0

	
3
	
Are the determinants determined with a valid and reliable method?
	
1
	
0.5
	
0.5
	
1
	
0.5

	
4
	
Is the exposure to the determinant assessed independently of knowledge about the outcome?
	
0
	
0
	
0
	
0
	
0

	
5
	
Is the outcome determined with a valid and reliable method?
	
1
	
1
	
1
	
1
	
1

	
6
	
Is the outcome assessed independently of knowledge about the determinants?
	
0
	
0
	
0
	
0
	
0

	
7
	
Is in the analysis adjusted for potential confounders?
	
1
	
1
	
1
	
1
	
1

	
8
	
Are there sufficient participants included in the study?
	
1
	
1
	
1
	
0.5
	
1

	
	
Quality score

	
5.5
	
4
	
4
	
4.5
	
4.5



1: Yes   0.5: Partly   0: No   ?: Unknown 







