Text S3: Eld’s deer survey questionnaire

Date Place :  Interviewer : Number :

We are students from Hainan University, conducting a local ecological knowledge
survey on wildlife in Hainan, and we would greatly value learning about your
knowledge and experience. The survey results will be published in peer-reviewed
science journals, but we won’t ask your name, and we guarantee that you will remain
anonymous. You can also stop the interview at any time if you like.

Do you agree to participate in this study? [L1Yes CNo
1. Age Sex Residence (village) Ethnicity
2. How long have you lived here? From to

If you used to live somewhere else, where was that?

3. What is your education level?
OBachelor degree and above
OHigh school
OMiddle school
OPrimary school
OOther:

4. What is your main source of income?
If retired: How long ago did you retire?
Do you receive benefits from the government? What type and how much?
OYes, type: Amount (range):
Duration (time): Reason:
CONo

5. To what extent do you agree with the following statement?
a) “I have spiritual beliefs that respect and revere nature.”
O Strongly agree [ Agree (1 Neither agree nor disagree [0 Disagree
O Strongly disagree
b) “Irespect the lives of wild animals.”
O Strongly agree [ Agree [J Neither agree nor disagree [0 Disagree
O Strongly disagree

6. (Ethnic minority interviewees): Do your cultural traditions (e.g. folk songs,
traditional practices) respect and revere nature? [] Yes L] No [] Don’t know

7. What wild animals have you seen around the villages? Where?
Species: Location:
Species: Location:




8.

Species: Location:
Species: Location:

Is there is a protected area near here?
LlYes, go to #8a [INo, go to #9 [L1Don’t know, go to #9
a) Do you know its name?
L] Know, name:
Do you know when it was established? [J Do not know

[If the interviewee does not know the nearby protected area, they can be informed

about it and its function and prohibitions after the interview. ]

9.

10.

11.

12.

Do you know what species of wild animals are found inside the reserve?
L] Yes, species:
[ No U Don’t know

Have you ever been inside the reserve?
L] Yes, when was the last time: What reason:
L1 No

If yes, what wild animals have you seen inside the reserve? Last time you saw
them?

Species: Last time seen:

Species: Last time seen:

Species: Last time seen:

Species: Last time seen:

Have you seen this animal inside the reserve (Nomascus hainanus, provide
male and female pictures)?

[1Yes, where: When:

L] No

Have you seen these animals inside and/or around the reserve?
Manis pentadactyla (provide picture)?

[1Yes, where: When:

L] No

Polyplectron katsumatae (provide picture)?
[1Yes, where: When:
L] No

Arborophila ardens (provide picture)?
[1Yes, where: When:
L] No

Francolinus pintadeanus (provide picture)?



[1Yes, where: When:
L1 No

Lophura nycthemera (provide picture)?
[1Yes, where: When:
LI No

13. What is the rarest animal in the reserve?
1 Don’t know

14. Have any types of animals have gone extinct (disappeared) from the reserve?
[IYes, species: When:
[LINo LI Don’t know

15. Have you heard of Eld’s deer, or do you know of any stories or legends about
it? What is the source of your information?
L] Yes, describe:
Source:
L] Don’t know

16. Have you seen Eld’s deer yourself?
[ Yes, when: Location: How often:

How many were there:

L] No, but others around me have seen them.
[ No [ Don’t know

17. Which of these photos do you think is Eld’s deer? (show pictures of several
deer to the interviewee, ensure identification is correct)




18. How does Eld’s deer differ from other species of deer?

19. Do male or female Eld’s deer have antlers?

L] Male L] Female
Are adult male or female Eld’s deer larger in body size?
L] Male L] Female

20. How many different species of deer are found in the reserve? When did you

see them? species L] Don’t know
Name and describe:

Deer 1 When did you see it?
Deer 2 When did you see it?
Deer 3 When did you see it?

21. Do Eld’s deer live inside the reserve?
[ Yes, location:

L] Yes, but in the past (not now), location:
LI No:
L] Don’t know:

22. What is the specific habitat/type of environment that Eld’s deer lives in? (Can
suggest habitat types, e.g. forest, grassland, wetland, agricultural areas)

1 Don’t know

23. Do you like Eld’s deer?
L] Strong like [ Like L] Neither like nor dislike
U Dislike L] Strongly dislike



24. Do you think there has been a change in the number of Eld’s deer?

L] Increase, by approx. how much: Since when:
[J Unchanged

L] Decreased, by approx. how much: Since when:
L] Don’t know

If there has been a change in its population, what do you think has caused the
change?

25. Do Eld’s deer affect your life and livelihoods? How?
L] Yes, how:

[1No [ Don’t know

26. Do you believe in the saying that eating Eld’s deer products would protect
you for three generations (or that eating Eld’s deer products is good for
health)?

L] Yes, reason:

L] No L] Other:
Do you support the central government’s decision to ban the consumption of

wild animals?
L] Support, reason:

LI Don’t support, reason:

27. Have you ever heard about anyone ever hunting Eld’s deer before?
[IYes, describe:

[INo [IDon’t know
What about now?

28. Do you know what the reserve was established for?
] Know, reason: L] Don’t know
Do you know what regulations are set by the reserve (e.g. what activities are
allowed inside the reserve, what activities are prohibited)?
L] Yes, allowed: Prohibited:

L] Don’t know
[After asking this question, inform the interviewee what is allowed and prohibited.]

29. Have you received science outreach activity and education about animal
protection?
[IYes, when:
Where:
How often:
From whom:



30.

31.

Format (presentation, activity, etc.):
Content:
[ INo [Don’t know

Has there been any science outreach activity and education about animal
protection in the village?

[1Yes, when:

Where:

How often:

From whom:

Format (presentation, activity, etc.):

Content:

[ INo [Don’t know

Do you think Eld’s deer should be protected?

L] Yes [ No L] Don’t know

Why?

Is the Hainan Eld’s deer a nationally protected animal?

L] Yes, level: 1 No (] Don’t know

[After asking this question, you can tell the respondent that Hainan Eld’s deer is a
Level I nationally protected animal.]

32.

33.

34.

Do you think the protection of Eld’s deer is sufficient?

[JYes [INo [l Don’tknow

Why?

If not, in what ways do you think the current level of protection for Eld’s deer
is insufficient?

What do you think could be done to improve the protection of Eld’s deer?

Do you know if the Hainan Eld’s deer have been reintroduced from other
reserves (and set free in the forest)?
] Know, when:
Where:
Who/how many people:
L] Don’t know

Before the deer were released, did the nature reserve/government authorities
tell you what would happen?

L Yes [1No (1 Don’t know

If yes, has the reintroduction of deer affected your activities (and livelihoods)
inside the reserve?




35. Were there any personnel looking after the deer after their release?
L Yes, how many people:
Duration:
Frequency:
How (activities):
O No O Don’t know

36. Would you be happy to change any of your lifestyle (habits) or activities if it
could help protect Eld’s deer?
O Yes, in what ways:

[1No 1 Other:

37. Does the establishment of the protected area affect you (your life and
livelihoods)?
O Yes, how:
O No O Don’t know
If the establishment of the protected area has caused any problems for you or
other people, what do you think could be done to improve the situation?

38. What is your attitude towards the reserve?
L] Strongly support
L] Support
L] Neither support nor disapprove
L] Disapprove
L] Strongly disapprove

39. Do you think the protected area is good or bad for Hainan Eld’s deer?
For other animals?
For humans?
For Hainan?

40. Do you know that Hainan Province has plans to establish a tropical rainforest
national park? O Know O Don’t know
Do you support the establishment of the national park?
L] Support L1 Don’t support
Do you think the national park will affect your life?

[This concludes our questionnaire. Once again, we declare that the questionnaire
remains anonymous, and the questionnaire questions are only used for scientific
research, not for other matters. Thank you again for taking the time to cooperate with
our questionnaire survey. [ wish you a happy life!]
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