Description of the Chinese-American Telecollaborative Learning Program

The Chinese-American telecollaborative learning program was a 15-week exchange
project, involving two natural Chinese language classes, CHN102 (i.e., second-semester first-year
Chinese) and CHN112 (i.e., second-semester second-year Chinese) at a U.S. liberal arts college
and a group of Chinese-speaking English majors at a Chinese university in Shanghai. The first
researcher was the instructor of CHN102 and CHN112 at the U.S. college. The teaching assistant
of these two courses was a Fulbright TA, who was a faculty member at the Chinese university and
responsible for convening the Chinese group.

In the first week of the semester, each student from the American group was paired up with
one from the Chinese group of their own choice based on a brief biography required of each
participant. Meanwhile, two separate WeChat groups were created for CHN102 and CHN112 for
participants to socialize and discuss cultural topics with their partners. The Chinese-American
learning program had the following four components: one-on-one Skype conversations, WeChat
group cultural discussions, one-on-one WeChat conversations, and reflection journals.

CFL students from the American side were required to spend at least half an hour conducting
one-on-one Skype conversation with their Chinese partners on one of the department lab
computers, half in Chinese and half in English. These conversations were to occur on a weekly
basis except for the first week, the Spring break week, and the final week, resulting in twelve
Skype conversations over the course of the semester. For the part in Chinese, the Chinese language
instructor provided a list of topics in Chinese within the CFL learners’ vocabulary range to mitigate
the problem of target language proficiency gap. For the part in English, a list of topics concurrent
with the cultural themes in the Chinese textbooks was also provided, but students were welcome
to switch to any other topics they found more interesting. CFL students at the U.S. college were
instructed to record their Skype conversations on the lab computers.

WeChat group cultural discussion served as cross-cultural forums for the exchange, with
the main working language being English. For eight weeks in the semester (i.e., weeks 4, 5, 6, 7,
9,10, 11, and 12), one or two partner pairs posted a selected cultural topic as well as associated
discussion questions in each class WeChat group to invite comparison and contrast of aspects of
Chinese and American cultures (see Table 1). The discussion topics were supposed to be posted
no later than 10pm every Sunday and closed for discussion at 10pm the following Saturday. The
Chinese language instructor and the Fulbright TA participated in the WeChat group discussions
mainly as observers and occasionally as facilitators when student participation was low.

Table 1 Topics Covered in WeChat Group Discussion

CHN102 Elementary Chinese CHN112 Intermediate Chinese
Week 4 Holidays and food Differences and similarities between
Chinese New Year and the regular New
Year
Week 5 Favorite kind of music Your favorite American/Chinese food
Week 6 Traditions of the Chinese New Year | Getting a job after graduation in China
and the regular New Year and US
Week 7 Heroes in Chinese and American Popular music in China and US
culture
Week 9 Plans to visit China or US Dating culture in US and China




Week 10 Main activities outside of school Drinking culture in the US and China
Week 11 Reasons for learning the foreign The role of social media in people’s
language life
Week 12 Social lives on campus What pets people raise in China and
UsS

The students from the American side were required to connect with their Chinese partners
individually through one-on-one WeChat conversation on a daily basis. They were encouraged
to discuss anything they were interested in and allowed to type texts, send voice messages, or video
chat in English or Chinese. Five minutes of each class meeting in CHN102 and CHN112 was
reserved for students to share the most interesting things they learned from their Chinese partners
through this component.

For the weeks when Skype conversations occurred, every student from the American side was
required to write a reflective journal on their experiences with the Chinese-American program
due at 10pm on Sundays, with the last journal being a holistic reflection of the exchange. The goals
and expectations of reflective journals were openly discussed in class at the beginning of the
semester and a document titled “Guidance for Writing Reflective Journals” was handed out to the
students. The students could reflect on how they liked or disliked the program and its components,
what they learned, the challenges they encountered, and/or recommendations for improving the
program.

The American group was required to take part in this program as it was incorporated into the
syllabi of CHN102 and CHN112 and their performances in this program accounted for 20% of
their final grade. In contrast, the Chinese group was selected on a volunteer basis and their
participation and performance in this program were not related to their final grade in any course.

As described above, the Chinese-American exchange under discussion incorporated the
most updated developments in the general field of telecollaboration into its design. Specifically,
the exchange combined the e-tandem model (through one-on-one Skype conversations) and the
intercultural model (through WeChat group cultural discussions), integrated different task types
(i.e., information exchange tasks through one-on-one Skype and WeChat conversations,
comparison-analysis tasks through WeChat group discussion, reflective tasks through journals),
alleviated the issue of target language proficiency gap through various means (e.g., breaking the
rule of equal L1 and L2 usage, providing scaffolding within the CFL learners’ vocabulary range),
and combined the use of different technological tools (i.e., Skype and WeChat).



CHN112 End-of-Semester Questionnaire for Chinese-American Telecollaborative Project
Instructions: Please give a rating of the following questions and give your reasons.
1. Please rate how well you like the curriculum of CHN 112 this semester in general.
Very Low 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Very High
Reasons:
2. Please rate how well you like the Chinese-American Telecollaborative Learning Program this semester.
Very Low 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Very High
Reasons:

3. Please rate how well you like the following components of the Chinese-American Telecollaborative Learning
Program this semester.

Weekly Skype Conversation Verylow 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Very High
Reasons:

Wechat cultural Discussion  Very Low 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Very High
Reasons:

Reflective Journals Very Low 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Very High
Reasons:

One-on-one Wechat conversation with your Chinese partner

Very Low 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Very High

Reasons:

4. Please rate to what degree you agree or disagree with the following statements.
This Chinese-American Telecollaborative Learning Program has helped improve my Chinese skills.
Strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strongly agree

Reasons:

This Telecollaborative Learning Program has helped promote cultural learning.
Strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strongly agree

Reasons:

This Telecollaborative Learning Program has helped enhance my motivation in learning Chinese.
Strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strongly agree

Reasons:



This Telecollaborative Learning Program has helped facilitate a supportive Chinese language learning
community.
Strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strongly agree

Reasons:

Please rate to what degree you agree or disagree with the following statements:
I would recommend this Chinese-American Telecollaborative Learning Program to other students interested
in taking Chinese.

Strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strongly agree

I hope the Chinese language program will continue the Chinese-American Telecollaborative Learning Program
in the future.

Strongly disagree 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Strongly agree

Reasons:

In order to make the Chinese-American Telecollaborative Learning Program better, what suggestions do you
have?



CHN102 Skype Conversation Topics

*Please just use the suggested questions and topic as a guide. Please be as creative as possible in
accommodating and adding to the questions according to your own situations.

Chinese Part

English Part

Week 1 (1/26-30)

Setting up Skype meeting time and connecting with Partners via WeChat

Week 2 (2/2-2/6)

Chinese Part:
1) Self-introduction
Sample Questions:

English Part:
1. In-depth self-introductions and
introductions to your

I s A=) college/university, your
W, R hometown etc;
MR I 2,2 2. Cultural topic of the week;
AR o [ AN 2 3. Any other tqpic related to China
(RELTIEEA 2 or gultural differences between
e ufg‘.? China and the U.S.
frig e A ?
TAZIN, PRI ?
2) oral practice sentences of the week,
3) any other creative questions in
Chinese

Week 3 (2/9- Chinese Part: English Part:

2/13) 1) Family 1. In-depth discussions on family
Sample Questions or family members, relationship
VRAG Y. 5 dH f ng, 2 between children and parents in
IX KA R 2 the U.S. and in China;
RSB 4 L2 L TR ? 2. Cultural topic of the week;
L I T, 3. Any other tqpic related to China
AL E% TR ? or gultural differences between
W\%ﬁﬂﬁlk; China and the U.S.
TRE B AT 4 TAE?
2) oral practice sentences of the

week,
3) any other creative questions in
Chinese
Week 4 (2/16- Chinese Part: English Part:
2/20) 1) hobbies 1. In-depth discussions on your

Sample Questions
PR A A B A AT 4,2
REXNE AL R ?

hobbies and the most popular
hobbies among your friends or
parents;




PR AA) [R] 27 ) R B R AT
AR, VRS R ?
AHTPEANERETEBER, A1
HENEREINE R, RERE
Hrazg?
R4S RN 2165
WERAZJLH LS ?
AR, R ISR
BHY, BAkE?
AR, RIS AREARE?
PRI A AR AR AT 4,2
HOCRA B ?
PR AT A WHRBESE 2 AT 4 B 0
it ?
S RIE ERATRIBA, BEIE, 4
n 2
2) oral practice sentences of the
week,

3) any other creative questions in
Chinese

2. Other questions to discuss:
when you hang out with friends,
do you usually split the bills or
do you take turns to treat each
other? What’s the common
practice in US/China?

3. Cultural topic of the week;

4. Any other topic related to China
or cultural differences between
China and the U.S.

Week 5 (2/23-
2/27)

Chinese Part:
1) Dates and Time
Sample Questions:

RIS LIAE LA 2

PRI A H 24 52

SRZEILAILS?

REAERZILA LS ?

SR EHL?

A5 FEZR?

WEIANM BIEIRZIR, BArE?

PR MRz v [ S5 e 56 [ 5 2

LR Az A 452

PRI SR AR

MAEJLR?

PREIRATC AT ?

PRINR TS 2 i B A2

PR A B2

2) oral practice sentences of the
week

3) any other creative questions in
Chinese

English Part:

1. In-depth discussions on time
and dates, celebration of
birthdays, events that happened
in a specific time, popular
American/Chinese food,

2. Cultural topic of the week,

3. Any other topic related to China
or cultural differences between
China and the U.S.




Week 6 (3/2-3/6)

Chinese Part:

1) Visiting Friends

Suppose you and your Chinese
partner are friends and you are
visiting his/her house. Role play a
scenario with your partner with
reference to Lesson 5 in Integrated
Chinese Level 1, part 1. Please try
your best to incorporate the following
vocabulary: 15, PRER, 15,
XTJ‘Z:E’ {l\éylilj—il:’ ne, ’/fE’ #){—i
)Ln ,/E\/A.*ﬁé, —ﬁi Zt“

Possible questions could include: 1/
R 5L UREMEJLTAE? IR
WER MG b/ EAS R4 12

W FEAFE? RAKR? B A

=7

TR R AR AT

PRAT LA — N NS 7 A2
HE?

RE SR L AR ?

PRI ZEAAEIR L ?

PRAEME LA 4, K 28 IiEiL
& F IR

WER M AR+ = R HEuE, AR
oy
TREXRANHEIR ? J9tta
PREERAT 2 I i B 2K 2
REAAK?

2) oral practice sentences of the
week

3) any other creative questions in
Chinese

English Part:

1.

In-depth discussions on Chinese
and American ways of
viewing/treating friends,
customs of inviting friends over
to your place,

Cultural topic of the week,

Any other topic related to China
or cultural differences between
China and the U.S.

Week 7 (3/9-
3/13)

1) Making Appointments: Try to
make an appointment with your
Chinese partner over Skype for
something.

Sample Questions:

PRI RS T i A4 2

PRA 2 i i 2 FRAT R 2

English Part:

1.

In-depth discussions on Chinese
and American ways of making
appointments and making a
date,

Cultural topic of the week;

Any other topic related to China
or cultural differences between




PR RN AA B a2 BR A
We ?

WP 158 AR AR i) ) L

PR A 0] ?

WA RAJLTIR?

PR JUE ) A2

PRAT A g7 25 ?

PR B AR R

BIR DY R PSR 25 ) LS 2
BRARANEXE 5, ATE AR %
BhEE, 417052
FABBMRI) I P n 2 F2 1) J LA )
PR B fige 5 {2

WAETR JLEEIR?
PR R 2] i L !

R4 R EoH 215 5 B HE?
BATTAEWR )L TR 2

R4 R A2 s [a] >k 2

2) oral practice sentences of the

week
3) any other creative questions in

China and the U.S.

Chinese
Week 8 (3/16- Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break No tutorial
3/20)
Week 9 (3/23- 1) Boyfriend and girlfriend English Part:
3/27) Sample questions: 1. In-depth discussions on Chinese

TR 2/ 55 A ?

PRA 22/ 55 B3 AR A B N 7 56
N?

b/t 5 X [ S e 56 [ 558 2
b/ Gt A 2 A A S 2
PRABRAT ARER BB/ A

fth/ i KA EARE?

b/t R K A g ?

f/ A tt4 TAE?
PRIt 4 8 XAt/ 4t 2
AT B AR ?

2 ) oral practice sentences of the
week

3) any other creative questions in
Chinese

and American values on what
makes one attractive, what
makes an ideal
boyfriend/girlfriend or husband
and wife, , any celebrities who
you find particularly attractive,
at what age people usually start
to have a boy/girlfriend,
Cultural topic of the week;
Any other topic related to China
or cultural differences between
China and the U.S.




Week 10 (3/30-

1) Studying a foreign language

English Part:

4/3) Sample questions: 1. In-depth discussions on foreign
PREIR TG ? 42 !anguage learning in China and
R R A IS T3S 22 5 (1 2 in thp U.S., why people learn a
VRYGRZE E A2 R4 SN2 foreign language, what
42 ? Eng;?fges are pgp:ﬂar to];ealil},h
, X e differences between Englis
BUAE P SCH N 215 2 and Chinese and why you learn
PRENE REARSE/ P G 2 AT A B % to choose Chinese, e};(ghange
K2 your experience in learning
PRI SC R A S ? JRE1EE foreign languages;
FE? 2. cultural topic of the week;
WELRGEAT Bt |3 ol opirled o Chin
N ax ultural di W
ézfﬁ%ﬁﬁ %%ﬁ@%)ﬁ China and the U.S.
BR 7 R SCSESCRASh, IRis 2t
AEF?
2) oral practice sentences of the
week
3) any other creative questions in
Chinese
Week 11 (4/6- 1) School life English Part:
4/10) Sample Questions: D) In-depth discussions on
PRIZA B A ? A2 college life in China and in the
PR— B WA TL R Haii? U.S‘.,' fraternity,.extracurricular
R 22 TLAR SR (2 2 activities, favorite ‘professor.s,
D e S N [ (L Ei)eﬁlesngge; graduation, a typical
. s
Xﬁfgi% ¢ (in /ge‘neral\) y 2) cultural topic of the week;
IR EAT AR 47 3) any other topic related to

Hamie? HHamB5?

TR BRI IR HE? Tttt A2
o KRR 2 B 2yt
A ?

PRAFAE A I 1 2
%Rﬁ@%,ﬂﬁﬁwﬁ,ﬂﬁ@
Ju

PRERR BRI 2 R
27

2 ) oral practice sentences of the
week

3) any other creative questions in

LR

China or cultural differences
between China and the U.S.




Chinese

Week 12 (4/13-
4/17)

1) My best friends

Sample Questions:

TRE TN A

ATIAEE L ?

(S NP=H/ I
ATt 2 2 S i R ?
PATE H A 3L A 52 4 2
AT 4 AR

AT B e i i At 2 TAE?
PRATY S DL T e 2

PRATHE — A2 fige, 3 W AT 42
BRAAR A, AR KL
W) AT

A B2 ) Nz L= H B IER
AH"? (pure friendship?)

2 ) oral practice sentences of the
week

4) any other creative questions in
Chinese

English Part:

D

2)
3)

In-depth discussions on the
concept of friends in China and
in the U.S., what friends do
when they hang out together,
what are the most fun things to
do with your friends, any
movie/show/games that are
popular among you and your
friends? How often you hang
out with friends/ have a party,

cultural topic of the week;

any other topic related to
China or cultural differences
between China and the U.S.

Week 13 (4/20-
4/24)

1) shopping

Activity:

Suppose your Chinese partner wants
to buy something and you work at a
store. Please role play a dialogue with
your Chinese partner on shopping.
Try to incorporate the following new
vocabulary: K ik Eith. K. &
SIS TN~ SN 7 il A

Sample Questions:

THI, ARAESEA A

REXAT A ?

RIELZ RSH? HiRFKIE %A
K

BRI AR XA AR RS T, IR
BRXMEARE?
—H B

TR AL AT I 42 2
BIREARS 5 A HALY)
(present), R EAT4?

2 ) oral practice sentences of the

English Part:

D

2)
3)

In-depth discussions on
people, especially college
students’ shopping habits in
China and in the U.S., are they
crazy about famous brands,
what gifts do they buy for
friends/boy or girlfriends,
parents or for different
occasions like wedding,
birthdays? What are the favorite
gifts that you have received?
Have you given out any creative
gifts? Do people bargain when
shopping? Do people prefer to
use credit cards or cash in
China/US?

Cultural topic of the week;

Any other topic related to
China or cultural differences
between China and the U.S.




week
5) any other creative questions in

Chinese

Week 14 (4/27- 1) Transportation 1) In-depth discussions on

5/1) Sample questions ways of transportation in China
REAEER? FERIB LT and in the U.S., advantages and
PR ZENE 2 fReFF 2R 2 disadvantages of different ways,
rh [ AR 28 FFAE g 2 is/was the most interesting
I MK LR T, R winter/summer break you have
u}j&}fﬁﬁ AR, eIt had? Why is it so fun? Do you
o e i 1 e et want to have you own car soon?
gi%ﬁii%ﬁiy\fﬁﬁlﬁ, PREA 8] Why? How do people geta
227 MRS R AL K driver’s license in China/US?
Hh ) LR SRS 7 M ke ? 2)  Cultural topic of the week;
FTETTEATIE? R FEITEG? | 3) Any other topic related to

R DT RS 2 AR IR A 2
shopping mall AR IR 2 54
Ap?

REHBAEZNS? AT

2
PR AR 2SI 7 et 4 ? At
22

W BIE AL ? R =)
R Attt AT EE?

2 ) oral practice sentences of the

week

3) any other creative questions in
Chinese

China or cultural differences
between China and the U.S.

Week 15 (5/4-
5/8)

No Skype Conversation

Week 16 (5/11-
18)

No Skype Conversation




