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Figure 3. Frequency distribution function (‘was *_v’ constructions by section and faculty)


Complete set of corpus tasks students engaged with during the thesis writing courses.
Sample answers are displayed in red font
UNIT 1
Corpus task 1: Referring to yourself in the introduction
Using the corpus, search for ‘My’, remembering to select the ‘introduction’ section in the search menu.
1) Is ‘My’ commonly used in thesis writing?
‘My’ has a frequency of 55.54 encounters per million words, which is above the Biber’s (2006) cut-off point 40 instances per million words. In short, ‘my’ is quite commonly used in thesis writing.
2) What words are usually found after ‘My’ (click ‘collocates’, and look for words that occur after ‘My’)
‘Study’, ‘research’ and ‘thesis’.
3) In what discipline is ‘My’ typically used? (click ‘frequency breakdown’) Is it common in your discipline? Why do you think this is the case?
‘My’ is typically used in the Policy, Administration and Social Sciences Education, Humanities, Sociology, Social Work and Social Administration and English Language Education, etc.
4) Repeat 1–3 for ‘Our’ – what do you notice?
‘Our’ has a frequency of 63.79 encounters per million words, which is above the Biber’s (2006) cut-off point 40 instances per million words. In short, ‘our’ is quite commonly used in thesis writing.
‘Understanding’, ‘knowledge’, ‘study’ and ‘paper’.
‘Our’ is typically used in the Computer Science, Economics and Finance and Humanities, etc.
5) Repeat 1–3 for ‘We’ – what do you notice?
‘We’ has a frequency of 151.17 encounters per million words, which is way above the Biber’s (2006) cut-off point 40 instances per million words. In short, ‘we’ is commonly used in thesis writing.
‘Can’, ‘have’, ‘will’, ‘are’, ‘also’ and ‘propose’.
‘We’ is typically used in the Computer Science, Economics and Finance and Humanities as well.
6) Based on 1–5, under what circumstances can we refer to ourselves directly in the introductions of our theses?


Corpus task 2: ‘This research’
Using the corpus, search for the phrase ‘this research’. Look through the concordance results. In groups, complete 5 different sentences that contain ‘this research’ using the lines below. Note 1: Your result must NOT be the same as anyone else’s in your group! Note 2: You must write complete sentences.
1) This research ____________________________________[has six major purposes.]
2) This research ____________________________________[is reported in seven chapters.]
3) This research ____________________________________[was undertaken in three stages.]
4) This research ____________________________________[consists of nine chapters.]
5) This research ___________________________________[does not discuss non-listed companies.]
Now, do the same for these sentences:
1) [Phase II was the main study of]_____________________ this research …
2) [Fifth, I identify three levels of analysis in]_____________ this research …
3) [I will introduce the methodology for]________________ this research …
4) [it is not examined in detail in]______________________ this research …
5) [This characteristic brings a great challenge to]_________ this research …
Corpus task 3: ‘This chapter’
Using the corpus, search for the phrase ‘this chapter’. Look through the concordance results. In groups, complete a sentence that contains ‘this chapter’ using the lines below for each section of the thesis (use the checkboxes for each section when searching). Note 1: Your result must NOT be the same as anyone else’s in your group! Note 2: You must write complete sentences where possible.
1) [Introduction] This chapter ________________[is organized as follows.]
2) [Literature Review] This chapter ____________[reviews the literature relevant to the study.]
3) [Methodology] This chapter _______________[describes the methodology of this study.]
4) [Results and findings] This chapter __________[support the level 2 and level 3 hypotheses.]
5) [Discussion] This chapter __________________[is therefore dedicated to exploring this issue.]
6) [Conclusion] This chapter __________________[summarizes and concludes the thesis.]
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


UNIT 2
Corpus task 1: Verbs for reviewing current knowledge on a topic
Using the corpus, enter the term ‘Studies have * that’, then click ‘frequency breakdown’ (ensure that ‘introduction’ is checked)
1) List 5 verbs that are commonly used in place of the * in the search term in introductions
a) ____________________[shown]
b) ____________________[demonstrated]
c) ____________________[reported]
d) ____________________[indicated]
e) ____________________[revealed]
From this list, rank them in terms of how strong the author’s claim is about that research.
2) Click on the chart column for ‘studies have shown that’, and search again. Write 5 sentences using ‘studies have shown that’ from your discipline
a) Studies have shown that ___________________
b) Studies have shown that ___________________
c) Studies have shown that ___________________
d) Studies have shown that ___________________
e) Studies have shown that ___________________
3) Replace ‘studies’ with a wildcard * (* have shown that …). List 5 variants of ‘studies’ in this construction.
a) [investigations]_____________ have shown that
b) [reports]__________________ have shown that
c) [we]______________________ have shown that
d) [behaviors]________________ have shown that
e) [evidences]________________ have shown that
Corpus task 2: ‘Little research’ – pointing out the gap in the field
Enter the term ‘little research’, while checking ‘introduction’ in the search field.
1) Write 5 sentences containing the words ‘little research’ in the middle
a) [In Hong Kong]______ little research ______[has been conducted in relation to gay culture.]
b) [there is]__________ little research _______[addressing this issue.]
c) [there has been]_____little research ______[related to forgiveness or reconciliation.]
d)[ there has been]____ little research _______[on the pooling effect.]
e) [very]_____________ little research _______[has examined these variables.]
2) Enter the term ‘* little research’ then click ‘frequency breakdown’. What collocates of ‘little research’ are common? ‘Very’.
3) Enter ‘little research’ and click ‘frequency distribution’. Is the phrase ‘little research’ commonly used in your discipline? Note: it mostly occurs in the Division of Learning, Development and Diversity and the Division of Policy, Administration and Social Sciences Education.
4) Replace ‘little research’ with ‘few studies’. Is ‘little research’ or ‘few studies’ more commonly used in your discipline? Note: ‘little research’ has 1.85 wpm while ‘few studies’ has 4.53 wpm.
5) Enter ‘few studies have *’. Write 5 verbs that are commonly used with this expression
a) Few studies have __________________________[been]
b) Few studies have __________________________[explained]
c) Few studies have __________________________[examined]
d) Few studies have __________________________[shown]
e) Few studies have __________________________[investigated]
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Unit 3
Corpus task 1: Reporting verbs in disciplinary context
Once your group has completed the table on P.49, search for one ‘neutral’, ‘tentative’ or ‘strong’ reporting verb in the list, making sure ‘literature review’ and your discipline is checked.
1) Is the verb commonly used in your discipline?
2) Can you make a complete sentence from your discipline, entering what is being reported, and the results of the reporting? (i.e. Studies generally argue that depression is very common in first year students)
		a) _________________  (‘neutral’ reporting verb) _________________
		b) _________________  (‘tentative’ reporting verb) ________________
		c) _________________  (‘strong’ reporting verb) __________________
3) Are there any verbs from the list (‘neutral’, ‘tentative’, ‘strong’) that are more commonly used in your discipline?
4) Are there any verbs from the list (‘neutral’, ‘tentative’, ‘strong’) that are NOT used in your discipline?


Corpus task 2: Tense use in literature reviews
Present perfect
1) Enter the term ‘research shows’, remembering to select ‘literature review’. How many hits are in the corpus? Only 10.
2) Enter the term ‘research has *’. Click ‘frequency breakdown’. Which verbs are shown in the chart? What tense are they in? ‘Been’, ‘shown’, ‘demonstrated’, ‘indicated’, ‘focused’, ‘found’, ‘suggested’, ‘examined’ and ‘documented’. 
3) Uncheck ‘literature review’, then enter ‘find’ (ensuring ‘verb’ is checked) then click ‘frequency distribution’ – what is the frequency of ‘find’ in the corpus in the literature review section?
 42.6 per million words.
4) How does the proportional use of ‘find’ in the literature review compare to the proportion of ‘find’ in the discussion and results sections? 
20.8% in literature review when compared to 24% each in the results/discussion sections.
5) Enter ‘found’ instead of ‘find’ and note the frequency in the literature review and the proportion of ‘found’ in the literature review compared to that of the results/discussion sections (ensuring ‘verb’ is checked in the POS menu)– what does this tell you about the use of ‘find/found’ in the literature review sections?
39.4% in literature review when compared to 19.3% in results and 17.8% in the discussion section.
6) Practice with other verbs common to literature reviews, such as ‘indicate’, ‘reveal’, etc.
‘Indicate’: 20.6% in literature review, 26.5% in results and 21% in discussion.
‘Indicated’: 26.5% in literature review, 30.9% in results and 17.8% in discussion.
‘Reveal’: 21% each in literature review and results. 13.8% in discussion.
‘Revealed’: 27.6% in literature review, 23.2% in results and 22.2% in discussion.
Present v past simple
1) Enter ‘is’ in the search bar and select ‘literature review’ as well as your discipline. Write down 5 hits with ‘is’ in the middle of the context
a) ______________________ is ____________________
b) ______________________ is ____________________
c) ______________________ is ____________________
d) ______________________ is ____________________
e) ______________________ is ____________________

2) Now, repeat 1) above using the verb ‘was’
______________________ was ____________________
______________________ was ____________________
______________________ was ____________________
______________________ was ____________________
______________________ was ____________________

3) Based on your findings, what do you think is the difference in the function of ‘is’ and ‘was’ in the literature review?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Unit 4
Paraphrasing with corpora
1) Using the original statement from TS Chan’s article on P.61, attempt to paraphrase each segment of Chan’s statement using the corpora. Consider three variations of each sentence. Use * wildcards to help you find new words to replace those in the sentences.
a) The results of the questionnaire suggest that …
1) [the analysis of the questionnaire suggest that] ____
2) [the results of the interviews suggest that] ________
3) [the results of the questionnaire indicated that] ____
b) The majority of the public are ill-informed about the facts …
1) [Most of the public are ill-informed about the facts] ____________
2) [The majority of the public are less-informed about the facts] _____
3) [The majority of the public are ill-informed about the issues] ______
P.63
1)	Attempt to paraphrase some of the chunks found in the sample sentences using the corpus and the ‘frequency breakdown’ function.
a) … are frequently understood as [‘are * as’] = _[are considered as] ________
b) … compared to subjects with [‘compared to * with’] = [compared to those with] __
c) Few results are available [few * are *] = [few studies are conducted] ____________
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Unit 5
Forming a research question and hypothesis
1) Enter ‘research question’ – which section of the thesis is this usually found in? Methodology.
2) Select your discipline – which section of the thesis is ‘research question’ usually found in within your discipline? Is it different to 1) above? 
3) Enter ‘null hypothesis’. Which disciplines explicitly state the null hypothesis in the thesis?
Results and findings.
4) Enter ‘* variable’ – what alternative phrases can you find to replace ‘(in)dependent variable’?
Dummy variable
What do you think these mean?
5) Write three sentences containing the phrase ‘dependent variable’ using the concordance lines – do not use the same sentence as others in your group!
a) [The] _________ dependent variable _________ [represents the annual growth rate.]
b) [the IV significantly affects the] __ dependent variable _ [in the absence of mediator.]
c) [the shareholder overlap variable lags the] __ dependent variable _ [by one year.] ____
6) Write three sentences containing the phrase ‘independent variable’ using the concordance lines
do not use the same sentence as others in your group!
a) _ [The key] _____ independent variable ____ [for this section is the status of CDS trading.]
b) _ [there is a change in an] ___ independent variable __ [with other others being constant.]
c) _ [The results of these analyses produce the key] _ independent variable [sets for the causation analysis.]
p.74 – Tense and voice in the methodology chapter
Using corpora to resolve morphosyntax
Use the wildcard * after a word’s base form as well as the frequency breakdown and collocation functions to get an idea about which tense to use for each verb in the extract. Note that some of these verbs will be in the passive voice, requiring the addition of the correct ‘be’ verb. Also use the wildcard * before the search item to represent the verb-to-be if necessary, and check the ‘methodology’ section. The first has been done for you:
1) Under*, click ‘frequency breakdown’. Two phrases are possible from the available options. Click on either, and use the concordance lines to make a decision.
[image: ]
2)  [were] Invite [invited]
3) Exclude [excluded]
4) Also collect [Look for words before ‘Also’ as well as the right form of ‘collect’] [also collected]
5) Provide [provided]
6) [Were] give [given]
7) Include [included]
8) Collect [collected]
9) Assess [assessed]
10) Range [ranged]
11) [Was] estimate [was estimated]
12) [Was] convert [was converted]
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Learning about indicative vs. informative verbs using corpora
Use the concordance lines provided for each verb (ensuring the ‘Results and Findings’ section is checked) to determine whether the verbs have an indicative or informative function, or both. The first two (‘show’ and ‘provide’) have been done for you:
[image: ]
1) Give
2) Present
3) Summarize
4) Illustrate
5) Reveal
6) Display
7) Demonstrate
8) Indicate
9) Suggest
Exploring collocation via corpora
Using the corpus, complete the gap fill using wildcards (*) or by typing the search terms and using the ‘collocation’ function
1) As shown __[in]_ table X
2) As can be seen __[in]__ table X
3) As derived _[from]__ the data
4) As can be seen _[in]__the comparison of the two tables X and Y
5) As has been demonstrated __[in]__ many similar studies, …
6) As is often the case __[of]___ analytic schemes __[of]__ this type, reliability poses a problem.
Tenses in reporting results
Use the corpus to complete the gaps, ensuring the ‘Results and Findings’ section is checked
1) Table 2 _[presents]__[present] smoking and caffeine intake …
2) There _[was]__[be] no significant difference in the …
3) Duration of smoking, however, _[was]__ [ be] significantly shorter in cases …
4) The PD patients _[stopped]__[stop] smoking a mean …
5) … and there _[was]__[be] a significant correlation between age of …
6) Higher cigarette consumption ___[was]__ [be] associated with …
7) Adding SSS# to the model _[reduced]__[reduce] the magnitude of the effect …
8) The apparent effect of cigarette smoking _[was explained]_[also explain] by the effect of SSS
9) Importantly, SSS __[is]_ [be] highly prognostic …
10) Higher caffeine consumption _[is also associated][also associate] with lower risk of PD
11) This finding _[suggests]__[suggest] that some of the apparent effect of caffeine intake _[can be explained] [explain] by the effect of SSS.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Unit 7 
Making reasonable claims / Hedging
Select the ‘discussion’ and ‘conclusion’ sections when conducting these searches.
1) [Probability] Compare the frequency of ‘will’ and ‘may’ in these sections, and look at the concordance lines for each. What do you notice about how ‘will’ and ‘may’ are used? What is the difference between them?
‘Will’ has 310.59 wpm while ‘may’ has 495.15 wpm. 
‘Will’ is commonly used in Humanities, Sociology, Arts, Law and Social Sciences. It is usually followed by ‘be’.
‘May’ is commonly used in Medicine, Social Sciences, Law, Arts and Education. It is often followed by ‘be’, ‘not’ or ‘have’. Therefore, it serves to mitigate claims.
2) [Probability] Here is a list of words that can be used to make more reasonable claims. In groups, work out which are most commonly used in your discipline in the discussion and conclusion sections.
	Apparent(ly)
	Appear

	Approximate(ly)
	Assume

	Estimate
	Generally

	Indicate
	Largely

	Likely
	Maybe

	Might
	Often

	On the whole
	Perhaps

	Possibly/possible
	Probably/probable

	Relatively
	Roughly

	Seems
	Suggest

	Suppose(dly)
	Tend to

	Typically
	Unclear


3) [Condition/circumstance] Using the concordance lines from your discipline (ensuring ‘discussion’ / ‘conclusion’ are checked) to complete the gaps. Where the concordance line ends, complete the sentence with your own idea.
a) ___________________ if ______________________
b) ___________________ if ______________________
c) ___________________ if ______________________
d) ___________________ unless __________________
e) ___________________ unless __________________
f) ___________________ unless __________________
4)  [Concession] Using the concordance lines from your discipline, complete the gaps. Where the concordance line ends, complete the sentence with your own idea. Use examples where the phrase starts a sentence (i.e. uses a capital letter).
a) Although ________________________________________________________
b) Although ________________________________________________________
c) Although ________________________________________________________
d) Despite _________________________________________________________
e) Despite _________________________________________________________
f) Despite _________________________________________________________
g) While __________________________________________________________
h) While __________________________________________________________
i) While __________________________________________________________
Using strengthening devices
1) Which verbs usually collocate with these expressions?
a) Strongly _[associated, agree, disagree, etc.]
b) Clearly __[defined, shows, stated, demonstrated, etc.]
c) Definitely _[vote, be, help, bring, etc.]
2) Here is a list of words that can be used to strengthen claims. In groups, work out which are most commonly used in your discipline in the discussion and conclusion sections.
	Actually
	Always

	Beyond doubt
	Certain(ly)

	Clear(ly)
	Conclusive(ly)

	Decidedly
	Definite(ly)

	Demonstrate
	Doubtless(ly)

	Establish
	Evident(ly)

	In fact
	Incontestable / incontestably

	Incontrovertible / incontrovertibly
	Indeed

	Indisputable(y)
	Must

	Never
	No doubt

	Obvious(ly)
	Prove

	Show
	Undeniably


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Unit 8
Language of the conclusion chapter
Ensuring the ‘conclusion’ section is checked, look up the following chunks taken from the exercise on p.115. Complete the sentence using a concordance line from your discipline. If there are no hits for your discipline, try to use a sentence that might fit your research.
1) _______________ were able to __________________
2) _______________ was successful ________________
3) _______________ was established _______________
4) It appears that _______________________________
5) It is likely that ________________________________
6) _______________represents____________________
7) _______________ can improve __________________


Language features of an abstract
Ensuring the ‘abstract’ section is checked:
1) Search for ‘We’. Is ‘we’ commonly used in your discipline in the abstract? What about other pronouns (‘us’, ‘our’). Is self-reference common in abstracts in your discipline?
‘We’ is quite commonly used in Medicine and Engineering. 
‘Us’ is more often used in both Arts and Medicine, while ‘our’ is still favorably used in Medicine, Engineering, Arts and Computer Science. Therefore, self-reference is more common in abstracts in the science camp.
2) Search for ‘This thesis *’, click ‘frequency breakdown’. Which verbs are found in active sentences following ‘this thesis’? ‘Is’, ‘explores’, ‘presents’, ‘aims’, ‘shows’, ‘proposes’, ‘consists’ and ‘focuses’.
3) Complete the following sentences using a sentence from the concordance lines, found by clicking the bar chart from step 2. Try to use one from your discipline:
a) This thesis explores __________________
b) This thesis presents __________________
c) This thesis proposes _________________
4) Search for ‘was *’, ensuring that ‘verb’ is selected from the POS menu. Click ‘frequency breakdown’. Which verbs are commonly found when using the passive construction?
‘Found’, ‘used’, ‘associated’, ‘conducted’ and ‘developed’.
5) Click ‘was found’ in the frequency breakdown chart, then click ‘frequency distribution’. Is this construction common in your discipline? Repeat for the other passive forms in step 2.
‘Was found’ is especially common in Medicine (Clinical Oncology, and Orthopaedics and Traumatology in particular), Social Sciences and Education.
6) Complete these gaps using the concordance lines from step 4, preferably from your own discipline:
a) _______________ was found to _________________
b) _______________ was used to __________________
c) _______________ was associated with ___________
d) _______________ was developed _______________
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