Pertussis (whooping cough) recommended case definition (based on World Health Organization. Recommended surveillance standard of pertussis http://www.who.int/immunization_monitoring/diseases/pertussis_surveillance/
Clinical case definition

A case diagnosed as pertussis by a physician, OR

A person with a cough lasting at least two weeks with at least one of the following symptoms:

· Paroxysms (i.e. fits) of coughing.

· Inspiratory whooping.

· Post-tussive vomiting (i.e. vomiting immediately after coughing) without other apparent cause.

Criteria for laboratory confirmation

· Isolation of Bordetella pertussis, OR
· Detection of genomic sequences by means of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR), OR
· Positive paired serology.

Case classification

Clinically confirmed: A case that meets the clinical case definition but is not laboratory-confirmed.

Laboratory confirmed: A case that meets the clinical case definition and is laboratory-confirmed.
