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Anthem is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield (BCBS) Association and serves its members as the Blue Cross licensee for California and as the BCBS licensee for Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Missouri (excluding 30 counties in the Kansas City area), Nevada, New Hampshire, New York (as the BCBS licensee in ten New York City metropolitan and surrounding counties and as the Blue Cross or BCBS licensee in selected upstate counties only), Ohio, Virginia (excluding the Northern Virginia suburbs of Washington, DC), and Wisconsin. All plans except Colorado and Wisconsin were used for this research.


Appendix Figure. Description of the Mastectomy Population. Exclusions were applied in the order listed. 



18,696 mastectomy procedures: base population


Exclude 2,302 procedures without prescription drug coverage
3,140 outpatient mastectomy procedures 
202 procedures with a complication ≤ 30 days before the mastectomy hospitalization
429 procedures with a complication during the mastectomy hospitalization
122 procedures with a complication between 1-5 days after the mastectomy hospitalization


12,501 mastectomy procedures: population to identify utilization of post-discharge antibiotics and association with SSI and NIWC


9,188 mastectomy procedures: population to identify risk factors associated with the utlization of post-discharge antibiotics


Exclude 3,087 procedures without a year of prior health insurance coverage
203 repeat mastectomy procedures
23 procedures with missing region due to small numbers in model























