Appendix A: Detailed description of the study area and livelihoods 
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The Quirimbas National Park (QNP) was established in 2002 and was designated as Biosphere Reserve in 2018. QNP has a total area of 9,130km2, comprising marine and terrestrial areas of strict protection, areas for community development and a buffer zone of 10km around the park (Fig. 2). Current estimates point to at least 46 medium-large mammal species occurring in QNP, including species with high potential for Human-Wildlife Interactions (HWI), such as elephant (Loxodonta africana), baboon (Papio spp.), spotted hyena (Crocuta crocuta), leopard (Panthera pardus), buffalo (Syncerus caffer), hippopotamu (Hippopotamus amphibious), lion (Panthera leo), wild-dog (Lycaon pictus), jackal (Canis mesomelas) and cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) (Blair & Meredith, 2018). Local researchers have found that populations of elephants, buffallos and carnivores, in general, have dramatically decreased in the area (MITADER, 2012) and even though some species, like elephants, have favourable areas in the park where they can occur (Ntumi et al., 2009, Neves et al., 2018), the data is not detailed enough to be included in this study. 
The human population in QNP is living in 153 villages in seven districts, with about 57% living within the park and the remaining in the buffer zone (Mucova et al., 2018). In QNP, there is lack of employment and extreme dependency on natural resources for livelihoods, through mostly itinerant agriculture, forestry, livestock rearing and fishing. Choices of livelihood activities are very dependent on ethnicity. The majority of the population in the park are Makua that depend almost exclusively on agriculture. Along the coast line, the population is mostly Kimwani, whose main yield comes from fishing, and in the north there are some Makonde communities, which are specialized hunters with bow and arrow, responsible for most of the poaching activities in the park (MITADER, 2012). Most communities are strongly Islamic (Brouwer & Mabunda, 2005), with Catholicism as the second religion (INE, 2017). The poverty index ranges from 33% (Metuge) to 41% (Macomia). Only 3.3% of the population in Cabo Delgado province has access to electricity and 5% to piped water, 16% are still dependent on a natural water source such as a river, lake, or lagoon, while up to 70% uses traditional wells and public fountains (INE, 2017). Illiteracy is very high in the province, ranging from 50% for the youngest (15-19 years old) to almost 90% for the elderly (>60 years old) and higher in general for women (INE, 2017). 
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