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APPENDIX 1

Village and household background
Interviewees ranged from 20 to 80 years old; most were long-term village residents. Household size averaged 5.6 persons. Religious denomination was homogeneous within individual villages, with affiliation to the Seventh Day Adventist (SDA, Buri and Talakali) or United Church (Boeboe). Fifty to eighty per cent of respondents had some primary education, while 6–20% had completed tertiary (trade school, teaching college) school. Paid employment was uncommon, with 100% of households engaged in subsistence, most exclusively supported by these activities. Average annual income was SBD$ 7477 (US$ 1047), but varied within and among villages. 

Typically, households cited two or three subsistence and/or cash income activities, with the bulk of households engaged in gardening and fishing (Fig. S1). The contribution of other cash sources differed among villages. Copra, for example, was important in Buri (55% of respondents), whereas shell money production (shells are fashioned into necklaces that traditionally serve as bride prices or currency, but today are mostly for adornment and tourists; see Goto 1996) dominated in Talakali (61%). 
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Figure S1 Per cent of respondents citing specific subsistence and cash sources. The professional category includes doctors, nurses, lawyers, government administrators and teachers/principals.
APPENDIX 2
Table S1 Subsistence economic value of key mangrove goods, as estimated by local users at local village market prices (2009). All data in Solomon dollars (US$ 1 = SBD$ 7.14, June 2008).

	Estimated value of key mangrove goods (SBD$)
	Buri
	Boeboe
	Talakali

	Price of bundle of firewood
	5–10
	5–10
	15–25

	Subsistence value of firewood collected (household-1 yr-1)
	1857–3714
	2275–4550
	9250–15 420

	Price of small house rafter 
	1
	1
	2–4

	Price of large building post 
	50
	50
	50

	Subsistence value of small rafters collected (household-1 yr-1)
	90
	110
	168

	Price of propagules (kg-1)
	1
	1
	2.5

	Subsistence value of propagules (household-1 yr-1)
	520
	520
	1300

	Fishing value of mangroves (household-1 yr-1)
	5553
	4012
	12 123

	Fishing value of coral reefs (household-1 yr-1)
	5549
	12 966
	16 707

	Price per small fish
	1–2
	2–3
	5–10

	Price per large fish
	5–10
	5–10
	20–30


APPENDIX 3

Table S2 Fishing activity in Solomon Islands villages in 2009.
	Fishing activity
	Buri
	Boeboe
	Talakali

	Mean number of people fishing in each household (n)
	2.7
	2.4
	1.8

	Households with fishers (%)
	97
	100
	85

	Women fishers in households (%)
	40
	37
	43

	Days per week spent fishing in mangroves (n)
	0
	1.2
	2.5

	Days per week spent fishing  in coral reefs (n)
	1.6
	2.3
	2.6

	Fishers using paddle canoe (%)
	100
	100
	96

	Fishers with access to ≥15 hp boat (%)
	10
	29
	7

	Fish caught in mangroves (n fisher-1 week-1)
	40
	19
	39

	Fish caught in coral reefs(n fisher-1 week-1)
	40
	64
	81

	Fishers indicating less fish in mangroves and coral reefs than 10 years ago (%)
	55
	75
	85


APPENDIX 4
Mangrove status and threats

100% of Buri and Talakali users indicated fewer mangroves survive today (2009) than ten years ago, compared with 13% in Boeboe, where relatively intact and healthy mangrove forests remained. All users felt mangroves were under threat and that management rules were needed. Firewood overharvesting was mentioned as the main threat by c. 15–30% of Buri and Boeboe users, but by 97% of users in Talakali (Fig. S2). In all villages, chainsaw logging, which rapidly depletes mangrove forests, was viewed as a bad practice.

Individual villages also identified village-specific threats. In Buri, mangrove overharvesting for drying copra and firewood were perceived as key problems. By contrast, Boeboe respondents focused on threats outside village control, namely commercial logging (outside Boeboe’s tenure area) and mining operations and population pressures. Buri and Boeboe respondents referred to wasteful practices, such as the cutting of whole trees to gather fruit (Fig. S2). Threats unique to Talakali included tree removal for boat building, settlements, funerals and dynamite fishing.
To combat these threats, ≥90% of users in all three villages stated that new rules (or strengthening of existing ones) should be instituted. The desire for improved management was largely centred on maintaining mangrove forests ‘for future generations’ and ensuring sufficient future resource supplies. 
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Figure S2 User perceptions of threats to mangrove forests. 
