Appendix

Logistic Regression Results

Appendix Table 1: Logistic Regression Model for “Reporting Up”

Dependent variable:

Report Up
Extreme 1.234*
(0.272)
Govt. Attack —0.352
(0.243)
User Attributes 1.627**
(0.178)
Rumors 0.083
(0.224)
Retweets 0.630***
(0.206)
Mobilizing 0.967*
(0.228)
Political Humor —0.744**
(0.253)
Govt. Criticism —0.007
(0.150)
Local Govt. Corruption 0.225
(0.207)
Collective Action —0.004
(0.160)
Observations 2,212
Note: *p<0.1; **p<0.05; ***p<0.01



Content Variables

Appendix Figure 1: Collective Action Coding Diagram

COLLECTIVE ACTION

Does the text mention or Does the text mention or
imply an event where a NO imply an individual or group | NO
group of people took of individuals who are
action together to achieve advocating on behalf of a
a common objective? social, religious, or ethnic
group?
YES i YES
YES YES
coL | MBS Does the content mention or imply a street D_o_es s ezt arznifen |mply salalar YES | coL
religious groups such as labour unions, NGOs, SG
PR protest or march? —> .
Falun Gong, house churches, Muslim
l association, etc.
coL VES Does the content mention or imply a labour
ST conflict or strike? YES L
T Does the content mention or imply advocacy on SA
- - - behalf of a social group? Examples would
Does the content mention or Imp]i an in-person include advocacy related to women'’s rights, gay
petition (f517), online petition (I5/E-8), citizen rights, legal rights, rights for sex workers, human
o | denunciation/reporting (%K) rights protection. Content either mentions a
PE corruption/problems to government group directly, or relates to a member of a social
bureaucracies/officials, solicitation of retweets or group such as Chen Guangcheng.
signatures, travelling to a government location
to petition government about a grievance.
Appendix Figure 2: Corruption Coding Diagram
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Appendix Figure 3: Government Coding Diagram
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Instruction Variables

Report users

The instruction text contains a (near) match of the following phrases used about a user (F /7,

UID):

* Report (%%, fii—T)

* Report up (_E4k)

« Send to Beijing (K%L H)
» Send it to the authorities (K25 11 51 N\, FEHE4E 71 5T N)

Report data

The instruction text contains a (near) match of the following phrases used about content ({5
B, N, LES, 58, ).
* Report (it &, i —F)

« Report data (R %0)

* Report up (_E4k)

« Send to Beijing (K%L )

» Send it to the authorities (K25 151 A\,

User attributes



The instruction text contains a (near) match of the following attributes of users (F /', K5,
5):

o Small [user] VMH F,5])

o Big [user] CK[HF,5))

o Big V user — verified user with many fans, V — verified user, VIP (K V, V, VIP)

« Opinion leaders (& W.44)

« Famous people (% \)

e Media [users] (#E4A)

o Grassroots (F£1R)

o Important [users] (F %)

e Ordinary [users] (i)

o Delete for ordinary users and make secret for verified users (-] V FA)

e [Users] with many fans (¥ 225 2 1)

o [Users] with around [#] fans (¥ 22 B4 [#] /= 4 )

o Newly registered [accounts/users] GHIEM)

e Old accounts (Z K )

o Leftist [users] (/£ K)

« Rightist [users] (£ 7K)

e [Users] who post memes (Bt F2K)

e “Reincarnated” [users] — users who continually create new accounts after deletion

(et
e [Users] who continue to post (4L & 47 11 FH F')

Extreme

The instruction text contains a (near) match of the following phrases used about content (15 /5,
A, S, i, i)

e Extreme (L))

e Excessive/overboard (i 73 F1))

e Vicious/malicious (%55 [)

e Malicious (&= )

e Disgusting/gross (%)

e Disgusting/abominable (2% %5 1Y)

e Inappropriate (AT

e Attacking (B )

e Hurling invective (12 % [1])
Attacking the government

The instruction text contains a (near) match of the following phrases used about content the
country, the Party, the internet management system, the Party, party-state, country, government,
system, social system, leadership, the Central Propaganda Department, Xi Jinping (F& &, &
Yo, TR BRI B, 3, S, R, R, A, 4RSI, SR, R, SIEP):

o Attack (M)

o Make a negative connection with (7 [H X R )



o Concerning something negative about (% % 7 1H "))
Rumours/fake news

The instruction text contains a (near) match of the following phrases used about content (15 /5,
NE, &S, Fik, 1tFk):

o Fake (JE1R)

o Untrue information (N &/~ 5K)

o Spreading fake news (£ 4% EEIH 2)

e Spreading rumours (i& V%)

e Unconfirmed true or false (Nl & EAK)

e According [to rumours] (1%)

o Refuting rumours (F¥RE 1)

Retweets

The instruction text contains a (near) match of the following phrases used about content (15 /5,
W, LES, Fik, PFib):

o Retweets cannot surpass [#] (5 K AFELL[#])

o Retweets surpass [#] (5 K IL[#]1)

e Lots of retweets (3 K 2 [1, # K =, T &K B =)

o Every hour surpassing [#] retweets (&E/NI S &=L [#])

e Pay attention to retweets (V=¥ K)

o Severely restrict retweets (JE2EF4 %)

o Negative retweets (51 [ K)

Inciting

The instruction text contains a (near) match of the following phrases used about content (15 /5,
NE, &S, Fik, tFk):

o Inciting (J2I1E)

o Mobilizing (1T 814)

o Collective (FfAME)

e Call on/appealing to (5 3 I))

o Cause a fuss, make a scene ([ 5)

o Causing a panic (i& 4 1)

Political humour

The instruction text contains a (near) match of the following phrases used about the country,
the Party, the internet management system, the Party, party-state, country, government, system,
social system, leadership, the Central Propaganda Department, Xi Jinping (F[E, 3%, F H
SRR BRI B2, 3, e B, [ 5K, BUR, 1R, A bl B, ST, ThEHE, STiE-F):

o Make fun of (£ JFIi%)

* Ridicule (i)

e Satirize (PH 1)



e Meme/joke (BXT)
e Satirical humour (%4)

Intercoder Reliability

These are the results comparing the predictive power of coder 1 to coder 2’s decisions using
the area under the receiver operator curve (ROC AUC). All categories are above the acceptable
measure of .7 and many are above .85, which is highly reliable. We also present another similar
measure, Krippendorf’s Alpha, which also shows reliability of the relevant categories.

Appendix Table 2: Intercoder Reliability Measures

Category % Agreement AUC Krip. Alpha
Coll. action 0.90 0.88 0.76
Corruption 0.95 0.93 0.86
Local corr. 0.95 0.88 0.79
Govt. 0.90 0.84 0.69

Govt. criticism  0.83 0.82 0.65



