Supplementary Table 1: Methods for synthesising qualitative research and related reviews using each method

	Method of synthesis
	Related reviews of patient, lay, health professional or other experiences and/or understandings of:

	
	Disease or clinical condition/health situation
	Health services/ technologies
	Other health and/or social topics

	META ETHNOGRAPHY

The seven steps of meta-ethnography (from Noblit & Hare)(68)
1. Getting started (the search) 

2. Confirming initial interest (literature screening) 

3. Reading studies and extracting data

4. Determining how studies are related (identifying common themes and concepts) 

5. Translating studies (checking first and/or second order concepts and themes against each other) 

6. Synthesising translations (attempting to create new third order constructs) 

7. Expressing the synthesis.
63 reviews were identified which used the term ‘meta-ethnography’ or referred to Noblit and Hare(68) in title or abstract.
	29 REVIEWS 
Women’s health
Breastfeeding(10;66)
Traumatic birth(22)
Adolescent mothers(13)
Maternal age and childbearing(15)
Homeless and motherhood(57;58)
Mothering other-than-normal children(65)
Parenting preterm infants(94)
Heavy menstrual bleeding(34)
Menarche(12)
Diseases/conditions

Anorexia nervosa(25), bulimia and binge eating(23)
Family perceptions of bulimia and anorexia(26) 

Diabetes(11;41;73;104)

Chronic fatigue syndrome(48)

Familial risk of chronic conditions(106)

Dementia(70)

Hepatitis C risk amongst injecting drug users(80)
Indigenous Australians’& mental health(116)

Communication between deaf &  hearing persons(33)

Carers/parents perspectives
Parents of children with chronic kidney disease(101)
Caring for stroke survivors(37)
Young carers(82)
Significant others & critically ill/injured patients(49)
Emotions

Hope as perceived by healthy and sick people(39)
	21 REVIEWS 

Women’s health intervention
Contraceptive use in women from developing countries(111)
Barriers to antenatal care(19)

Medicines/therapies

Medicines and medicine taking(9;75)
Antidepressant use(54)
Cancer and complementary therapies(92)

Anorexia nervosa treatment(24)
Adherence to anti-retrovirals in sub-Saharan Africa(60)
Adherence to TB treatment(64)
Health services and health care
The meaning of ‘home’ in long term care(62)
Couples' treatment decision making for prostate cancer(90)
Support groups

Indigenous men’s support groups(55)
Peer to peer mentoring for arthritis(103)
Mutual aid groups(31)

Parenting programmes(45)
Health professionals practice
Nurses’ & telephone triage(77)
Cultural caring in nursing practice(14)
Intercultural caring in maternity care(109)
Public health/primary care
Help seeking for cancer diagnosis(91)
Health promotion for minority ethnic communities(67)
Carers

Unpaid care for older people(1)
	13 REVIEWS 
Health professional education

Nursing students with English as an additional language(93)
Caring within nurse education(6)

Workplace and/or benefits
Cancer and disability benefits(112)
Disability in the workplace(35)
Return to work(52)
Workplace health understandings(53)
Immigrant Asian nurses working in Western countries(113)

Social/spiritual/family/sexual issues

Spirituality and religion in domestic violence survivors(114)
Family communication(61)
Growing up in disadvantage(4) 

Parenting support in the context of poverty(5)

Parental combat injury and early child development(36)
Gay monogamy and extra-dyadic sex(7)



	Method of synthesis
	Related reviews of patient, lay or health profession experiences and/or understandings of:

	
	Disease or clinical condition/ health situation
	Health services/ technologies
	Other health and/or social topics

	THEMATIC SYNTHESIS

The stages of thematic synthesis (from Thomas(95))

· Free line-by-line coding of textual findings from primary studies. 

· Organisation of free codes into ‘descriptive’ themes.

· Generation of ‘analytical’ themes – using the descriptive themes, reviewers produce a new interpretation which goes beyond the original studies.
15 reviews (17 reports) were identified

which used the term ‘thematic

synthesis’ in title or abstract


	5 REVIEWS

Women’s health 

Teenage pregnancy and social disadvantage(40)

Mother’s experiences of bottle feeding(47)

Lay perspectives

Understandings of cancer risk(50)
Infant size and growth(51)

Children's views about obesity, body size, shape and weight(78)


	10 REVIEWS (12 papers)

Health services and health care
Older people's and relatives' experiences in acute care settings(8)
Family centred care for children in hospital(32)

Decision making for chronic kidney disease(63)

Adolescent experiences following organ transplantation(100)
Health information systems and patient safety(74)

Health professional practice
Adoption of evidence based practice innovations(17)

Practice based learning for medical students(69)

Doctor patient relationship(81)

Public health/primary care
Children and healthy eating (95-97)

HIV health promotion(79)


	   

	META-STUDY
The three analytic phases involved in meta-study have been defined(99) as: 

1. Meta-theory: examination of the theories that led researchers to identify relevant research topics; frame research questions in certain ways; and determine such factors as inclusion criteria, ‘angle of vision’, and ‘interpretive lens’.

2. Meta-method: thoughtful examination of the manner in which the methodological approach used to gather and interpret data shapes the findings that emerge from a particular study.

3. Meta-data analysis: re-interpretation of the actual findings from the original qualitative studies in light of data and findings from other studies. 
13 reviews (14 reports) were identified which used the term ‘meta-study’ in title or abstract


	5 REVIEWS (6 papers) 

Diseases/conditions
Chronic illness (72;98;99)

Fatigue(71)

Ethnicity and breast cancer(42)

Black male mental health and well-being(108)


	7 REVIEWS 

Health services and health care
Spiritual care in end-of-life and palliative care(20)
Health professionals’ practice

Essentials of quality nursing documentation(43)

Reflexive practice in nursing care(38)
Shared decision making(21)
Informed choice and deaf children(115)
Authorisation and empowerment(83)

Nursing and role development(44)
	1 REVIEW

Becoming a nurse(76)


	META-SUMMARY

Techniques used in qualitative meta summary(84;85)
· Extracting findings, separating them from other elements of the research report

· Editing findings to make them accessible to readers

· Grouping findings in common topical domains

· Abstracting and formatting findings 

· Calculating frequency and intensity size effects (ie ‘this constitutes a quantitative transformation of qualitative data … [with the purpose of] extracting more meaning from the data and verifying … patterns or themes’ (84)

5 reviews (6 reports) were identified which used the term ‘meta-summary’ in title or abstract


	1 REVIEW (2 papers) 

Women’s health
Motherhood and HIV positive women(86;88)


	4 REVIEWS 

Health services and health care
Spiritual care in end-of-life(110)

Choosing after a prenatal diagnosis(87)
Medicines/therapies

Patients' compliance with hypertension management in the community(107)
Health professional practice

Empowering discourse between patient and nurse(105)


	

	GROUNDED THEORY SYNTHESIS

3 reviews were identified which

reported using the terms ‘grounded theory’ and ‘synthesis’ in title or abstract
	Caring(28)

	Withdrawing life-sustaining treatments: the experience of family decision-makers(59)
	Experiences of domestic violence(46)

	META-INTERPRETATION

3 reviews were identified which

reported using the term ‘meta-interpretation’ in title or abstract
	Lay beliefs about hypertension(89) 

Courage(27)


	
	Parental involvement(16)



	CRITICAL INTERPRETIVE SYNTHESIS

3 reviews (5 reports) were identified which used the term ‘critical interpretive synthesis’ in title or abstract
	
	Morphine to treat cancer related pain(29;30)

Access to primary health care(2;3)

Access to healthcare by vulnerable groups(18)
	

	QUALITATIVE CROSS-CASE ANALYSIS
2 reviews were identified which used the terms ‘cross-case analysis’ and ‘synthesis’ in title or abstract
	
	Home visiting(56)

Prenatal cytogenetic diagnosis(102)
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