Supplementary Table 1: Characteristics of participating (n=57) and non-participating (n=60) ICUs in 2004

	ICU characteristic
	Participating ICUs 
	Non-participating ICUs 

	
	n (%)
	n (%)

	Hospital type:
	
	

	University
	17 (29.8)
	10 (16.7)

	University-affiliated
	11 (19.3)
	11 (18.3)

	Non-university
	29 (50.9)
	39 (65.0)

	Number of beds:
	
	

	5 or less
	10 (17.5)
	14 (23.3)

	6-10
	33 (57.9)
	35 (58.3)

	11-15
	9 (15.8)
	8 (13.3)

	16 or more
	5 (8.8)
	3 (5.0)

	
	
	

	Admissions 
	Participating ICUs a
	Non-participating ICUs b

	
	n (%)
	n (%)

	No of admissions/year, mean:
	
	

	100 – 400
	25 (46.3)
	31 (66.0)

	401 – 800
	23 (42.6)
	11 (23.4)

	≥801
	6 (11.1)
	5 (10.6)

	Range
	112 – 1343 
	116 – 1193 

	ICNARC model predicted risk, median:
	
	

	0.04 – 0.20
	19 (35.2)
	17 (36.2)

	0.20 – 0.30
	21 (38.9)
	17 (36.2)

	>0.30
	14 (25.9)
	13 (27.7)

	Range
	0.11 – 0.56
	0.04 – 0.51

	
	
	

	ICU-intensive care unit

a 3 ICUs excluded as validation of data incomplete for 2004 at the time of analysis

b 13 ICUs excluded because either data for 2004 had not been submitted or had not been validated at the time of analysis 
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