COREQ Checklist, Reporting Qualitative Research
(referring to study 1- stroke family caregiver group)   

Title. “Two-level multi-methodological evaluation of a new complex intervention for stroke caregivers in Germany”
	Domain 1: Research team & flexibility

	Personal characteristics

	1
	Interviewer
	First author

	2
	Credentials
	Public health expert, nurse, PhD student

	3
	Occupation
	Researcher 

	4
	Gender
	Female

	5
	Experiences and training
	She is experienced in research in public health within different cultural settings and attended two specific workshops in qualitative research and a capacity building activity in participatory health Research. 

	Relationship with the participants

	6
	Relationship established
	During the study a professional relationship to the participants was established.

	7
	Participants knowledge of the interviewer
	Before each interview started the researcher presented herself and explained the aim of the study. 

	8
	Interviewer characteristics
	The interviewer has extended working experiences within the German health and rehabilitation system, health education and project development. She is interested in exploring the outcomes of a complex intervention on different levels for different stakeholders.  

	Domain 2: study design

	Theoretical framework

	9
	Methodological orientation
	Content analysis (deductive and inductive approach)

	Participant selection

	10
	Sampling
	Convenience sampling


	11
	Method of approach
	Face-to-face 

	12
	Sample size
	30 family caregivers post intervention (after completing T1)

	13
	Non-participation
	No prospective interviewee refused the invitation to participate and none dropped out during the interview.

	Setting

	14
	Setting of data collection
	Participants were interviewed at their home 

	15
	Presence of non-participants
	In two cases the stroke survivor was present during the interview, however was not involved actively in the interview.

	16
	Description of the sample
	Sociodemographic data, length of caregiving 


	Data collection

	17
	Interview guide
	A semi-structured interview guide (topic list) was developed, piloted and applied with the target group including 7 questions (annex 2).

	18
	Repeat interviews
	none

	19
	Audio recording
	Data were recorded digitally 

	20
	Field notes
	In addition, notes were taken during the interview to support memorization.

	21
	Duration
	45-75 minutes   

	22
	Data saturation
	No confirmation if saturation was reached.

	23
	Transcripts returned
	None.

	Domain 3: analysis and finings

	Data analysis

	24
	Number of coders
	One (first author)

	25
	Description of a coding three
	Themes, subthemes, example quotes

	26
	Derivation of themes
	Deductive themes were derived from the quantitative data and inductive themes derived from the qualitative data.

	27
	Software
	No specific software was used.

	28
	Participants checking
	In the end of each interview the researcher summarized briefly the issues highlighted by the participant and actively asked the participant for feedback. 

	Reporting

	29
	Quotations presented
	Yes. 

	30
	Data and findings consistent
	Yes.

	31
	Clarity of major themes
	Yes. 

	32
	Clarity of minor themes
	Yes.

	Domain 4: ethical considerations

	33
	Ethical approval
	Before starting the study, ethical approval was given by the Committee of Ethics of the Catholic University of Applied Sciences North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany.

	34
	Participants & data protection
	Anonymity of the participants was protected to any time of the process. All data were saved on a specific server of the University. Access was possible only for members of the project team. 






COREQ Checklist, Reporting Qualitative Research
(referring to study 2- professionals of the stroke support system)   

Title. “Two-level multi-methodological evaluation of a new complex intervention for stroke caregivers in Germany”
	Domain 1: Research team & flexibility

	Personal characteristics

	1
	Interviewer
	First author

	2
	Credentials
	Public health expert, nurse, PhD student

	3
	Occupation
	Researcher 

	4
	Gender
	Female

	5
	Experiences and training
	She is experienced in research in public health within different cultural settings and attended two specific workshops in qualitative research and a capacity building activity in participatory health Research. 

	Relationship with the participants

	6
	Relationship established
	During the overall research project a professional relationship was established to the participants.

	7
	Participants knowledge of the interviewer
	Participants new the researcher from project advancement meetings. Before starting the interview the researcher explained the aim of this study and clarified questions. 

	8
	Interviewer characteristics
	The interviewer has extended working experiences within the German health and rehabilitation system, health education and project development. She is interested in exploring the outcomes of a complex intervention on different levels for different stakeholders.  

	Domain 2: study design

	Theoretical framework

	9
	Methodological orientation
	Content analysis (deductive and inductive approach)

	Participant selection

	10
	Sampling
	Convenience sampling


	11
	Method of approach
	Personally (face-to-face n=9, telephone n=2)

	12
	Sample size
	11 professionals from different disciplines 

	13
	Non-participation
	No prospective interviewee refused the invitation to participate and none dropped out during the interview.

	Setting

	14
	Setting of data collection
	Participants were interviewed in their working environment  

	15
	Presence of non-participants
	None.

	16
	Description of the sample
	Phase of stroke trajectory, setting, profession, position within the setting

	Data collection

	17
	Interview guide
	A semi-structured interview guide (topic list) was developed, piloted and used during the interview including 4 questions (annex 3).

	18
	Repeat interviews
	none

	19
	Audio recording
	Data were recorded digitally 

	20
	Field notes
	In addition, notes were taken during the interview to support memorization.

	21
	Duration
	15-26 minutes   

	22
	Data saturation
	No confirmation if saturation was reached.

	23
	Transcripts returned
	None.

	Domain 3: analysis and finings

	Data analysis

	24
	Number of coders
	One (first author)

	25
	Description of a coding three
	Themes, subthemes, example quotes

	26
	Derivation of themes
	Deductive themes were derived from the quantitative data (study 1) and inductive themes derived from the qualitative data.

	27
	Software
	No specific software was used.

	28
	Participants checking
	In the end of each interview the researcher summarized briefly the issues highlighted by the participant and actively asked the participant for feedback. Moreover, participants were asked to check on their contributions during the final project presentation. 

	Reporting

	29
	Quotations presented
	Yes. 

	30
	Data and findings consistent
	Yes.

	31
	Clarity of major themes
	Yes. 

	32
	Clarity of minor themes
	Yes.

	Domain 4: ethical considerations

	33
	Ethical approval
	Before starting the study, ethical approval was given by the Committee of Ethics of the Catholic University of Applied Sciences North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany.

	34
	Participants & data protection
	Anonymity of the participants was protected to any time of the process. All data were saved on a specific server of the University. Access was possible only for members of the project team. 
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