Supplementary Materials A: Experimental materials

Note: “Thematic” true/false statements probe the subject and object positions of the relative clause.

1a. Mark may know the instructor who the students have avoided since last semester.

1b. Mark may know the instructor who the students *has avoided since last semester.

1c. Mark may know the instructor who the student has avoided since last semester.

1d. Mark may know the instructor who the student *have avoided since last semester.

Q. The instructor avoided the student(s). (Thematic, False)

2. Over there is the stewardess who the passenger(s) have/has insulted during the flight.
Q. Someone was offended during the flight. (Other, True)
3. The news report is about the man who the guard(s) have/has attacked from the back.
Q. The attack was from the front. (Other, False)
4. I don't know the woman who the designer(s) have/has kissed several times during the show.
Q. The woman was at a designer show. (Other, True)
5. I don't know the gardener who the boy(s) have/has seen in the yard.
Q. The gardener was in the yard. (Other, True)
6. That may be the scientist who the scholar(s) have/has cited in numerous articles.
Q. Someone was cited in an interview. (Other, False)
7. The audience laughed at the clown who the acrobat(s) have/has pushed over many times.
Q. The clown fell down. (Other, True)
8. I wonder about the trainer who the athlete(s) have/has liked from the start.
Q. The athlete(s) liked the trainer. (Thematic, True)
9. That man is the contractor who the architect(s) have/has told about the job.
Q. The man was told about a meeting. (Other, False)
10. That must be the painter who the sculptor(s) have/has invited to several exhibitions.
Q. The sculptor(s) refused to invite anyone. (Other, False)
11. There is only one friend who the girl(s) have/has trusted for many years.
Q. The girl(s) did not trust any other friend. (Other, True)
12. John may recognize the boy who the girl(s) have/has teased every day this week.
Q. The boy teased the girl(s). (Thematic, False)
13. We heard about the manager who the secretary(ies) have/has advised to stop smoking.
Q. The manager was a smoker. (Other, True)
14. I heard about the coach who the swimmer(s) have/has detested since the Olympics.
Q. The relationship had worsened since the Olympic Games. (Other, True)
15. We know about the spy who the informant(s) have/has revealed in the report.
Q. The spy revealed the informant(s). (Thematic, False)
16. Peter Dawson is the chemist who the physicist(s) has assisted for many years.
Q. Peter Dawson is a physicist. (Other, False)
17. That must be the surgeon who the nurse(s) have/has disliked for several years.
Q. The nurse(s) disliked the surgeon. (Thematic, True)
18. John will interview the coach who the referee(s) have/has reported for minor violations.
Q. John will interview the referee(s). (Other, False)
19. I don't know the doctor who the researcher(s) have/has met at a few conferences.
Q. I know the doctor. (Other, False)
20. I know about the technician who the actor(s) have/has befriended on the set.
Q. The technician and the actor(s) met on the set. (Other, True)
21. I don't trust the editor who the writer(s) have/has contacted about various projects.
Q. I don't trust the writer(s). (Other, False)
22. Annie Smith is the woman who the neighbor(s) have/has welcomed to the reception.
Q. The neighbor(s) has/have met Annie Smith. (Other, True)
23. I don't know the editor who the journalist(s) have/has approached about the next project.
Q. The journalist(s) approached the editor. (Thematic, True)
24. The manager should talk to the supervisor who the worker(s) have/has deceived with false information.
Q. The manager needs to talk to the worker(s). (Other, False)
25. Pat heard about the chef who the organizer(s) have/has invited to several upcoming events.
Q. The chef invited the organizer(s). (Thematic, False)
26. Let's just call the electrician who the plumber(s) have/has recommended on various occasions.
Q. The plumber(s) think(s) the electrician is good. (Other, True)
27.  Kim Matthews is the director who the dancer(s) have/has admired ever since they met.
Q. The dancer(s) admire the director. (Thematic, True)
28. I don’t know the general who the soldier(s) have/has honored in three different ceremonies.
Q. The soldier(s) honored the general. (Thematic, True)
29. I heard about the photographer who the artist(s) have/has inspired with new techniques.
Q. The artist(s) used traditional techniques. (Other, False)
30. John read about the king who the knight(s) have/has betrayed on several occasions.
Q. John read about a prince. (Other, False)
31. I don't know the guy who my friend(s) have/has driven to school several times.
Q. The man drove my friend(s). (Thematic, False)
32. The principal questioned the teacher who the student(s)  have/has spotted twice at the bar.
Q. The student(s) was/were at a bar. (Other, True)
33. Alicia Porter is the cousin who my sister(s) have/has visited every summer vacation.
Q. The girls see each other every summer. (Other, True)
34. The President will address the congressman who the senator(s) have/has endorsed since the elections.
Q. The senator(s) endorsed the congressman. (Thematic, True)
35. My friend knows the hairdresser who the model(s) have/has hated since the Gucci fiasco.
Q. The hairdresser hates the model(s). (Thematic, False)
36. I recently met the executive who the advisor(s) have/has nominated for multiple awards.
Q. I met the executive. (Other, True)
37. That man is the investor who the banker(s) have/has known for many years.
Q. The man is a banker. (Other, False)
38. Tell me about the captain who the pirate(s) have/has observed from far away.
Q. The pirate(s) was/were very near. (Other, False)
39. Over there is the president who the politician(s) have/has supported on many occasions.
Q. The politician(s) never supported anyone. (Other, False)
40. John will talk to the student who the graduate(s) have/has interviewed for several assignments.
Q. John will talk to the student. (Other, True)
