1. WALES

By EVAN M. CHAPMAN
Flintshire

(1) Halkyn (SJ 21 71): a hoard of 13 denarii dating to between a.d. 64 and 117, including coins of all but two of the emperors reigning between Nero and Trajan. The latest coin, while relatively unworn compared to others in the hoard, shows evidence that it had been in circulation before deposition, so a later date of deposition at the end of Trajan’s reign or near the beginning of Hadrian’s is likely. Evidence for nearby lead mining and smelting provides a possible context for the deposition of the hoard. Nero, 1; Galba, 1; Vitellius, 2; Vespasian, 2; Domitian Caesar, 2; Titus, 1; Domitian, 1; Trajan, 3.

Gwynedd

(1) Caernarfon, 10 Cefn Hendre (SH 48518 62230): a watching-brief identified no archaeological structural evidence or cut features, but a midden or ‘dump’ layer containing a large quantity of Roman material was recorded. The context was a dark brown-black silty clay layer with a maximum depth of 0.26 m, which extended beyond the trench limits. Although the assemblage was dominated by Roman pottery and ceramic building material, it was clear that it was not an in situ Roman layer as late medieval and post-medieval pottery was recovered within all levels of the deposit. It is possible that this material was spoil from the bath-house excavation undertaken nearby during the 1890’s. 

(2) Llanuwchllyn, Caer Gai Roman Fort (SH 877 314): monitoring during groundworks close to the line of the north-east defences of the fort, lead to the collection of 15 fragments of roof-slate from amongst undergrowth at the foot of the field wall. Six of these are thought to be largely complete, although possibly some have been reshaped slightly for reuse. The slates are distinct in shape and thickness compared to those of the nineteenth century. Their similarity to roof-slates found at Tremadog, Gwynedd and Abermagwr Villa, Ceredigion, combined with the location at which they were found, suggest they are Roman.

Isle of Anglesey

(1) Bryngwran (SH 36 77): a group of 19 radiates, of which the official coins range in date from a.d. 260 to 274. The group also contains two barbarous radiates, which may be of later date, to c. a.d. 285. Gallienus, 3; Claudius II, 1; Divus Claudius II, 1; Victorinus, 2; Tetricus I, 4; Tetricus II 1; uncertain Gallic emperor, 5; irregular radiates, 2.

(2) Monmouth, Town Centre (SO 50772 12867): a watching-brief recorded very few features, but a single pit was identified in a small exploratory excavation opposite the entrance to Church Street, which proved to be Roman in date.
 The pit measured 0.4 m in diameter and 0.25 m deep with a single fragment of Roman pottery recovered from its fill, dated to a.d. 250-410.

Newport

(1) Caerleon, (a) Bulmore House (ST 35996 91491): an archaeological evaluation, consisting of eight test-pits, showed that no stratified Roman archaeology extended into the evaluation area. The topsoil and recent compacted building rubble overlaid a thick deposit of colluvial clay containing scarce, small, and rounded fragments of Roman pottery dated from the late second century to the early sixteenth century.

(b) 19 Goldcroft Common (ST 33751 90792)
: an archaeological evaluation, consisting of two trenches, revealed a metalled surface, interpreted as the Via Sagularis of the fortress, overlaid by a reddish sandy clay layer, and undamaged by modern features. Elsewhere, fragments of Roman pottery or roof-tile suggest that the Roman horizons are probably preserved below the post-medieval deposits.

(c) Orchard Centre, 11a Norman Street, (ST 33942 90819): a field evaluation, consisting of four trenches, encountered archaeological features in each of the trenches. The features were all stone surfaces, with the addition of the possible remains of a wall in Trench 3. The depth at which the archaeological features were encountered varied from 0.5 m to 0.97 m below ground level. The finds included Roman pottery as well as post-medieval pottery and glass.

(d) Pear Tree House, Isca Road (ST 34450 90100): an archaeological evaluation, consisting of two trenches, produced fragments of Roman pottery and brick, suggesting that Roman horizons were probably preserved below the late medieval deposits.

(e) 4 Uskside Cottages (ST 34289 90440): a watching-brief on foundations associated with the construction of a two-storey side extension, recorded a single piece of residual Roman tile.

Powys

(1) Caersws, Main Street (SO 0323 9194): a watching-brief recorded Roman deposits, including a stone surface, although the small scale of the work restricted the interpretation of the results.

2. SCOTLAND

By FRASER HUNTER
THE ANTONINE WALL

FALKIRK

(1) Falkirk, 7 Grenville Court (NS 8783 7997): evaluation trenches showed that all archaeology in this area, just south of the Wall line, had been destroyed in previous development.

(2) Laurieston, 6 Hayworth Avenue (NS 9173 7952): a small-scale evaluation located what is probably the north cheek of the Wall.

ENGLAND

3. HADRIAN’S WALL

By ANNA H. WALAS

No online material received.

4. NORTHERN ENGLAND

By ANNA H. WALAS

No online material received.

5. THE MIDLANDS
By ALICE LYONS
BEDFORDSHIRE

(1) Barton le Clay, Greenwoods (TL 08237 31868 to TL 09592 34649): an evaluation identified five archaeological sites
. The earliest evidence for settlement, which comprises finds of Iron Age date, was located to the south in Fields 16/17 (Site 5) and 18 (Site 4). During the later Iron Age and Early Roman period, there was a northwards expansion of settlement (Sites 1, 2 and 3). Sites 2 and 3 were subsequently abandoned in the first century A.D., whilst Sites 3 and 4 underwent gradual expansion and formalisation, with continuity of occupation into the fourth century A.D. after which time the land reverted to agricultural use.

(2) Cranfield, East End Farm (SP 96150 42400): a c. 1.75 ha excavation undertaken in advance of residential development revealed an Iron Age and Roman settlement located on a plateau which overlooked the Marston Vale. An Iron Age enclosed settlement continued in use into the Roman period with only minor redefinition of its ditches. A central, sub-square enclosure contained an occupation layer along with eight post holes, suggesting the presence of a building which was occupied until at least the third century A.D. Finds included 18 copper alloy coins, four bow brooches, a cast copper alloy disc brooch, and three mill and rotary quern fragments. A decorated samian bowl from a ditch just outside the sub-square enclosure probably represents a placed deposit. 

(3) Langford, Land to the west of Church Street (TL 18630 41652): finds recovered during excavation suggest the presence of a Late Iron Age-to-Romano-British structure or settlement within the vicinity of the site.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

(1) Slough, George Green Quarry, Wexham (SU 9985 8095): excavations on this 5.1 ha quarry site revealed Early Roman remains. There was evidence of first century A.D. settlement whose form, namely clusters and spreads of pits and postholes, mirrors that of the preceding prehistoric periods. There were no house sites nor enclosures but a few linear features hint at land division, without recognizable fields being evidenced. It is possible that the deposits here are but part of a much larger site whose focus lies to the north. The Roman activity ceased in the second century A.D.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

(1) Hilton, Land West of Wychwood, Church End (TL 2890 6586): an archaeological evaluation in advance of new dwellings and associated infrastructure revealed 18 archaeological features which included Roman agrarian ditches
.

(2) Multi-parish, Barrington Water Main (TL 4006 4924 to TL 3867 4764): evaluation revealed a large Roman agrarian ditch from which few finds were recovered. The results of the trenching have corroborated the results of crop mark analysis carried out by the South West Cambridgeshire National Archaeological Identification Survey (Historic England), which indicated the presence of linear features in this location.

(3) Multi-parish, Cambridge South-East Transport Project Phase 2 (TL 4599 5439): evaluation and monitoring along the corridor of the proposed route of the Cambridge South-East Transport scheme revealed a focus for Roman settlement located on the low-lying gravels beside the River Granta in Stapleford and Babraham, with a network of ditches and pits yielding material dating from the mid-first to early third centuries A.D.
 

HAMPSHIRE

(1) Alton, Land at Treloar College, Holybourne (SU 7310 4102): evaluation trenching on the site of new college buildings funded by the college, revealed one large Roman (possible) ditch that contained 16 sherds of Roman pottery including Alice Holt wares and Lezoux samian, and part of a blueish glass vessel.

(2) Eastleigh,  Area 5a, North Stoneham Park, Chestnut Avenue (SU 43387 17878): a Strip Map and Sample excavation of two Areas, 1 and 2 revealed a large pit and two parallel ditches in Area 1 and three ditches, two of which are thought to be segments of a curvilinear boundary in Aera 2. Features from areas contained pottery which could only be dated broadly to the Roman period.

(3) Horndean, Horndean Care Village, Rowlands Castle Road (SU 71290 12854): an evaluation revealed six linear features and three pits, mainly focused on the centre of the site. Large amounts of pottery were recovered from the features which were dated to the Early Romano- British period (A.D. 40-200). While the features do not indicate a readily identifiable site type, the relatively large amount of pottery suggests it is probably related to a small settlement or farmstead with field or enclosure boundaries, ditches and pits. The site lies within a known landscape of Romano-British activity with tile production sites located to the south of the site.

(4) North Fordingbridge, Land at Tinkers Cross (SU 14289 15584): evaluation revealed a number of Romano-British features including boundary and enclosure ditches and also small to medium size pits. The majority of datable material recovered is Late Roman and includes products of the New Forest and Alice Holt Potteries. A fragment of Roman quern stone was also recovered.

(5) Stockbridge, Wollbury Ring Hillfort (SU 38279 35282): an archaeological watching brief for a new waterpipe revealed a total of three archaeological features. The largest feature was a large sub rectangular shallow pit, with shallow sloping sides (13 m long by 2,2 m wide and 0.27 m deep); the full extent to the south and east is not known as it extended beyond the area of excavation. Within the pit were a large number of Late Roman finds comprising animal bone, oyster shell and Roman pottery (which included Hampshire grog tempered ware and New Forest colour coated ware). Two parallel contemporary linear features, seen on the geophysical survey,
 also contained large amounts of Late Roman material. It is thought a that a small farming community was established in the late Iron Age which continued throughout the Roman period until the end of the fourth century A.D.

(6) Winchester, (a) M3 Junction 9-14 Improvement Scheme, SU470268: a trial trench evaluation was undertaken in advance of a road scheme on the M3 between Junctions 9 and 14. Trenches were placed to record a section of Romano-British road established by both geophysics survey and historical study but no evidence was found – possibly destroyed by extensive farming in a shallow topsoil.

(b) 1 Rosemary Close, Blue Ball Hill (SU 48658 29600): a watching brief revealed two human inhumations graves cut into the natural chalk. It is thought that the burials date to the late Roman period and form part of the wider later Roman cemetery in the area to the east the Roman city of Venta Belgarum. Also uncovered was a small irregular pit which could represent a Roman burial that had been heavily disturbed during the building of the sixteenth-century house. The exposed burials were recorded but left in situ and backfilled.

HERTFORDSHIRE

(1) Berkhamsted, 320a High Street (SP 98764 08064): an evaluation uncovered a single large NW-SE ditch containing a small assemblage of Roman pottery. The feature was probably related to road construction or roadside drainage. 

(2) Bishop’s Stortford, Grange Paddocks 3G sports pitch (TL 4903 2210): an evaluation of a proposed sports pitch revealed the continuation of a known Roman settlement. Cropmarks relating to the Roman settlement across the playing fields and the extent of a cemetery, previously identified during an evaluation by Hertfordshire Archaeological Trust in 2001, were further defined.

(3) Hatfield, Onslow St Audrey School (TL 2281 0809): excavation was undertaken in three separate areas located to the south of the school. A previous evaluation on the site had revealed a series of ditches and pits that were thought to be Romano-British. Excavation Areas A and B concurred with the evaluation results. A small enclosure was noted in Area A with outlying linear features relating to field boundaries and a possible well. In Area B, a Romano-British ditch terminus was recorded on the same alignment as the Roman features in Area A. Area C was truncated by modern demolition from a previous phase of school buildings.

(4) Hemel Hempstead, Land at Marchmont Farm, Hemel Hempstead, TL 05855 09038: evaluation revealed a series of field boundaries and pits. A single sherd of pottery dating c. 50 B.C. - A.D. 50 was found in a possible boundary ditch.

LEICESTERSHIRE

(1) Gaddesby, Land North of Pasture Lane (SK 6909 1358): an archaeological evaluation was carried out in advance of a residential development. A geophysical survey had detected several linear anomalies and the evaluation was able to confirm that they reflected underlying archaeological features, namely a series of ditches. An unusual accumulation of stones was also recorded and may comprise a revetment or collapsed bank associated with the corner of an enclosure. The finds assemblage was modest, but all features yielded some pottery, and this was largely confined to a single phase of use in the fourth century A.D. This later Roman activity appears to represent parts of a bounded field system with a possible trackway; an associated settlement may lie to the east.
, 

(2) Leicester, (a) Aylestone Road (SK 5839 0267): an archaeological evaluation was undertaken in an open area of hard standing at Leicester City Football club in advance of proposed development. The site lay within the agricultural hinterland of the Roman town, which was known as ‘South Fields’ by the medieval period. The site lay immediately north of the Raw Dykes Scheduled Monument (NHLE 1017391), interpreted as a possible Roman aqueduct. Two 30 m x 4 m trenches were excavated across the projected line of the Raw Dykes. One contained heavy modern truncation, though the lower part of the dyke ditch was located below. The second trench located the main channel of the Raw Dyke along with evidence for partial collapse of both banks subsequent to its silting up.


(b) 100 Aylestone Road (SK 5857 0305): an archaeological evaluation was undertaken on land at the junction with Brazil Street (480 m north of the site above), in advance of proposed new development of student accommodation. The projected line of the possible Roman aqueduct known as the ‘Raw Dykes’ runs through the site along the western side of Aylestone Road, itself a former Roman road. Four trial trenches were excavated across the site, two along the line of the Raw Dykes. The trenches identified both the east and west sides of the channel of the Raw Dykes, indicated by a steep-sided cut feature over 7 m wide. A small amount of Roman material was recovered.

(3) Lutterworth, Land Adjacent to Glebe Farm, Lutterworth Post Excavation Report (SP 52107 83958): a c. 0.64 ha excavation revealed substantial elements of an Early Roman enclosed farmstead. This comprised a system of enclosures and the remains of an L-shaped timber-built structure dating between the first to the mid-second century A.D. Current evidence suggests that the site did not persist into the third century A.D. In light of the relative paucity of finds and environmental data, the site is tentatively interpreted as having been occupied seasonally by livestock herders.
, 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

(1) Deene, Priors Hall (SP 93342 92114): four areas (B–E) were excavated, in addition to one previously (Area A), in the immediate vicinity of a possible Late Romano-British villa, approximately 100 m to the west of Areas B–E. 

Area C, the largest of the excavation areas, revealed an east to west aligned trackway or avenue, which may have acted as an approach for the possible villa. It survived as parallel linear ditches with a metalled surface in places. A single Early Roman pottery kiln, dated between A.D. 60–120 was discovered parallel to the trackway. In Areas D and E, a well-preserved Roman road was uncovered, aligned NNE to SSW, and extending for at least 280 m. Its agger was in a remarkable state of preservation (surviving to a height of 0.6 m) and was constructed using redeposited sand and clay, with evidence of repair in the form of compacted limestone and deposits of reused tap-slag. The road was flanked by twin drainage ditches to the east and a large extant bank to the west to facilitate drainage. A single inhumation burial of an adult female uncovered in the outer drainage ditch was dated to cal 48 B.C. – A.D. 126. This dates the construction of the road itself to the mid–late first century A.D. and is likely to be military in provenance. The road may have been utilised as a boundary of the later villa estate to the west.
 

(2) Irchester, Farndish Road (SP 9268 6525): excavation in Area 1 revealed a north to south aligned Romano-British trackway which cut across an earlier ditch. Defined by a pair of parallel ditches, in places the original metalled surface of the trackway had survived. Finds were scarce but included a copper alloy Late Iron Age to Early Roman brooch from one of the trackside ditches. In Area 2 another set of parallel ditches, possibly a trackway, were exposed against the northern edge of the development area. Their southern extent had been truncated by post-medieval quarrying, and although they were offset, and on a slightly different alignment, they may represent the continuation of the routeway uncovered to the south in Area 1.

(3) Kettering, Land at Symmetry Park, Kettering, Northampton (SP 88079 75370): excavation identified a small number of archaeological features, primarily located in the southern part of the area. Roman field boundary ditches including a series of smaller ditches, one of which contained a high concentration of near-complete Early Roman, late first to second centuries A.D., pottery vessels, were found.

(4) Multi-parish, Harpole to Weedon pipeline (SP 65595 60412 to SP 62200 60642): during evaluation three Roman enclosure ditches were found at the eastern end of the survey area. The small pottery assemblage retrieved suggests a sustained period of Roman activity in the area. These ditches may have been closely related to numerous ditches revealed towards the western end of Phase 1, as some of these features also produced assemblages of Roman pottery.

(5) Northampton, Dallington Grange (NGR 473000 263369): evaluation trenching revealed Late Iron Age and Roman ditches, pits and postholes.

(6) Thrapston, Land East of Halden’s Parkway (TL 0172 7821): evaluation uncovered evidence for Romano-British activity in the south-western part of the site which peaked between the mid-second to fourth centuries. This activity was characterised by a set of parallel ditches, small enclosures and an area of intercutting pits in the south.

(7) Towcester, Land North of Bell Plantation (NGR 468603 250299): evaluation trenching identified two areas of Late Iron Age to Early Roman remains, one comprising a ring ditch and rectangular enclosure, the second a smaller square enclosure. A further concentration of Roman activity was adjacent to Watling Street, and features there produced pottery of the second to fourth centuries.

(8) Wellingborough, (a) Glenvale Park (SP 87466 70150): a first phase of evaluation confirmed the presence of Romano-British ditches in the north of the field, probably part of a rural settlement. The layout of the ditches correlated with features identified in an earlier geophysical survey, forming part of a rectilinear field system. Finds associated with the ditches included pottery, dating primarily to the later Roman period, with a suggested peak between A.D. 150–400. A later layer of colluvium located in the east of the western field, and following the natural topography of the site, suggests an absence of activity after the Roman period.

(b) Glenvale Park (Phase 2, Zone 1) (SP 87466 70150): a second phase of evaluation uncovered features containing Roman pottery at the eastern end of the site. The results suggest that this area encompassed a western continuation of the Romano-British settlement remains uncovered by the Phase 1 evaluation.

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

(1) Sutton Bonington, Land off Park Lane (SK 5129 2400): an evaluation revealed a single large linear feature containing pottery and ceramic building material dating from the Roman period. The feature is likely to represent a boundary or enclosure ditch and correlates with a positive anomaly on an earlier geophysical survey. It is difficult to establish the significance of this single large ditch with a relatively large pottery assemblage. The fills of the ditch contained residual pottery of early to mid-first century A.D. date redeposited with material from the fourth century A.D. The composition of the assemblage suggests that it originates from a site of relatively high status.

OXFORDSHIRE

(1) Banbury, Broken Furrow, Warwick Road (NGR 443488 242679): Late Iron Age/Early Roman remains were recorded the earliest of which comprised a large rectangular enclosure. This was remodelled in subsequent phases, along with internal partitions. Undated features may have been contemporary with the enclosure, these including ditches, pits and postholes, amongst which were clay-lined pits.

(2) Bicester, Land west of Himley Village, Bicester, Oxfordshire (SP 55809 23215): of the 39 trenches excavated during evaluation 15 contained the remains of various shallow ditches and ditch termini; sherds of Roman pottery were recovered from the fill of several of these features.

(3) Dorchester-on-Thames, 10 Tenpenny (SU 5772 9391): a watching brief was maintained during excavations associated with house extensions. No archaeological features were observed but a thick deposit with abundant Early Roman pottery was recorded suggesting the presence of occupation and rubbish disposal of this date in the vicinity. The pottery (just over 200 sherds) included a wide range of fabrics and mainly dates to the first and second centuries with nothing later than c. A.D. 150.

(4) Eynsham, A40 Smart Corridor (NGR 438555 210050 to 448999 210675): evaluation trenching revealed a crop-processing oven which may have been associated with a post-built structure and ditches. The pottery from these features dates between the second to fourth centuries. Further ditches may date to the Late Iron Age/Early Roman transitional period.

(5) Great Milton, Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons (SP 6295 0229): a 16-trench evaluation was conducted at the site of proposed new buildings and extensions at the hotel.
 Two ditches were of possible Late Roman date.

(6) Moulsford, Land at Moulsford Preparatory School, Reading Road (SU 5900 8445): a small area excavation found two Roman gullies.

(7) Nuneham Courtenay, Nineveh Farm (NGR 455119 200740): evaluation trenching recorded extensive and complex enclosures and trackways dating to the Late Roman period.

(8) Oxford, Littlemore, Armstrong Road (SP 5350 0218): a programme of archaeological excavation and monitoring revealed several ditches in the central-southern part of the excavation area which provide evidence of late Roman land division. A c. 6.5 m-wide ditch crossed the excavation area on an NNE–SSW alignment. Directly to the east was a slightly irregular linear feature, c. 11 m long, on a roughly ENE–WSW alignment. Adjacent to this was a roughly N–S aligned ditch that may have been related to a shallow, c. 1 m-wide, L-shaped ditch on a NW–SE and NE–SW alignment located farther to the east. Together these two ditches may have delineated an enclosure with a south-west-facing entranceway. All the ditches contained late Roman pottery.

(9) Sutton Courtenay, Sutton Courtenay Lane (SU 50100 92400): an excavation of a c 10 ha development site established the presence of Roman remains. An inhumation burial radiocarbon dated to 120 cal B.C. – cal A.D. 63 (UBA-43690, 2038 ± 33, 95% probability) and a small assemblage of pottery and metal finds demonstrate that some activity occurred on the site at this time and may indicate the earliest phase of a Romano-British rural settlement. Evidence of activity spanning the Roman period was revealed across the excavated area and predominately composed of land boundaries and a trackway that underwent several phases of maintenance and modification. Other subsidiary ditches were inserted to reorganise the landscape during the middle and late Roman periods. Evidence of associated activity was limited to a small number of pits and postholes. Nonetheless, the quantity and variety of finds indicate the deposition of domestic waste from nearby settlement. Signs of more deliberate, placed deposits are evident, including a probable coin hoard. The addition of a corndryer and a rectangular post-built building in the late Roman period are suggestive of a developed arable farming regime, while the animal-bone assemblage highlights the importance of a mixed agricultural economy. A small number of Roman cremation and inhumation burials were present, some showing signs of trauma, including those that were placed within the latest phases of the Roman ditches and potentially associated with the abandonment of the site.

WARWICKSHIRE

(1) Nuneaton and Bedworth, (a) Callendar Farm (SP 3854 9347): after an evaluation which had identified three areas of concentrated Roman features 
 a programme of archaeological excavation was undertaken in advance of a major residential development.
 These works revealed a second century A.D. farmstead set back from Watling Street. The northern part of the farmstead comprised at least one roundhouse, two possible rectangular buildings, several activity areas and a rectilinear enclosure system. Further from Watling Street were a series of likely drove-ways, indicating mixed agriculture, as well as additional activity areas. A Roman presence continued into the fourth century.

(b) Land at Faultlands Farm, Gipsy Lane (SP 36420 89288): a programme of archaeological trial trenching and subsequent excavation was conducted in advance of redevelopment. The evaluation uncovered several Roman ditches and a cremation burial which contained hobnails. Significantly, the excavation also revealed two largely intact pottery kilns, one of which exhibited evidence of blast firing with a stoke hole that contained thousands of pottery waster fragments.
 Initial examination by Dr Jerry Evans suggests the kilns were in operation during the late first to early second centuries A.D. and that pottery was manufactured in the Mancetter-Hartshill tradition. Located close by were numerous postholes suggesting the former presence of one or more timber buildings; possibly workshops associated with the kilns, but settlement appears to have outlasted pottery production.

(c) Top Farm, Higham Lane, Nuneaton (SP 37046 94046): an archaeological evaluation comprising 312 trial trenches was carried out in advance of residential and mixed-use development.
 The site had previously been subject to geophysical survey which identified no significant remains. Nonetheless trial trenching uncovered Roman activity which was located close to features of the preceding Iron Age phase but no evidence for continuous occupation was revealed. The ceramic evidence suggests Roman occupation from no earlier than the second century A.D. Roman features in the north-easternmost fields may represent domestic buildings, with hypocaust tile, roof tile, brick and fine wares suggesting that they either formed part of a high-status site, such as a villa, or were possibly associated with a pottery industry, an outlier of the Mancetter-Hartshill industry, known to exist c. 400 m to the west. The possible structures lie c. 200 m south-south-west of Watling Street which may be one reason for the settlement’s location. Other features included several pits, boundary ditches and a cremation burial. Further Roman features, comprising pits and ditches, were also present in the north-western field, again in the vicinity of Iron Age remains.

(2) Rugby, Newton and Biggin, Coton Park B3 (SP 2576 9704): archaeological excavations were carried out in advance of a large-scale housing development. A previous geophysical survey had identified anomalies that suggested Roman settlement which was confirmed by trial trenching
. Subsequent excavation focused on 2.5 hectares in the northern part of the site, on a south-facing slope, where a Roman farming settlement was found which included post-hole buildings with an associated finds rich pebble surface and ditched field enclosures.
, 

(3) Stratford-upon-Avon, (a) 104 Tiddington Road, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire (SP 21633 55559): an archaeological evaluation was carried out as part of an application for a replacement dwelling adjacent to the Scheduled Monument of Tiddington Roman Settlement (NHLE No. 1003741). Archaeological features, including linear features, dating from the Roman period were recorded in all five trenches. Three trenches revealed layers that included pebble surfaces or yards; an infant burial was also recorded. The pottery recovered dates from the mid-first to the third or fourth centuries; several late Roman objects were also found. In view of these findings’ modifications were made to the design of the new structure to minimise further impact to buried archaeological features. Consequently, a strip, map and sample excavation was undertaken
 which revealed few additional remains except for a more extensive patch of one of the pebble surfaces previously recorded in the evaluation.
, 

(b) Bishopton Lane, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, (SP 17646 55692): a programme of archaeological investigation revealed two phases of Roman activity. The Early Roman phase was characterised by a large square enclosure with a series of other smaller enclosures found, within which a significant amount of military-type metalwork was found. The later phase of Roman activity on site was characterised by a pair of parallel ditches, which defined the extent of agricultural activity; within the area bounded by these ditches was evidence of possible structural remains.

6. EAST ANGLIA
By ALICE LYONS
ESSEX

(1) Billericay, Land between the Willows and Cranbourne, Little Burstead (TQ 67127 92058): an evaluation followed by an open area excavation uncovered six ditches and three pits, dating broadly to the second century, based on the pottery and ceramic building material assemblages recovered. Although no building foundations were found the ceramic building material probably represents demolition debris from high status a building(s), due to the presence of tesserae and the combed box flue tile.

(2) Coggeshall, Land North of Colchester Road (TL 85739 23121): excavation of Area 3 uncovered a c. 0.33 ha sub-rectangular ditched enclosure whose eastern side funnelled to a 10 m wide entranceway or trackway leading eastwards towards Stane Street (Colchester Road). The enclosure dated to the Roman period and contained several internal linear and discrete features.

(3) Frating, Lufkins Farm, Great Bentley Road (TM 09737 21975): evaluation revealed ditches that could comprise a potential prehistoric or Roman field system. The lack of artefactual evidence and the indeterminate pattern of the ditches suggests activity peripheral to that uncovered in previous excavations to the north.

(4) Great Chesterford, Land North of Great Chesterford (TL 50953 44656): evaluation undertaken over three areas revealed a Roman field system in Area 3.

(5) Multi-parish, Chelmsford North-East Bypass (TL 72435 16180 to TL 72435 16180): evaluation was undertaken on land for a proposed by-pass road in fields between Great Leighs in the north and Boreham in the south. Roman remains were uncovered in six fields, including concentrations of Roman pottery in Fields TT01 and TT11, the latter possibly indicating a kiln nearby. A broad scatter of archaeological features was spread through Field TT09, with a concentration of Roman pottery in the south-west of the field, while in Field TT13 a single ditch yielded a small amount of Roman pottery. Amongst multi-period remains in the central part of Field TT16 – dominated by shallow ditches – was several Roman features. Lastly, the northern half of Field TT21 was dominated by linear cropmarks, which were found to be predominantly Roman in origin and produced a small assemblage of Roman pottery.

(6) Terling, Longfield Solar Farm (TL 74179 14620): an evaluation on 43 trenches revealed Roman activity, confined to two discreet area situated roughly to the southeast of the study area. A series of intercutting ditches and a large pit, cut into an earlier occupation layer were recorded. The features produced an assemblage of pottery dated A.D. 40-100+ and A.D. 40-400+.

(7) Thurrock, Thames Park, Grays (TQ 6340 7840): a moderate number of features were uncovered during archaeological evaluation on the site of a new school; these included a possible trackway of Late Iron Age/Early Roman date.

(8) Weeley, (a) Land at Weeley (TM 15080 22180): evaluation revealed several ditches and pits associated with small quantities of finds of Iron Age and/or Romano-British date. This suggests the area was on the edge of settlement, with the ditches potentially representing field systems.

(b) Land at Weeley (TM 15080 22180): following evaluation, excavation was undertaken across seven areas. In the northern portion of the site five small excavation areas exposed dispersed clusters of Roman features, including pits and a Roman boundary ditch. The two southern areas revealed several north to south aligned Roman ditches, associated with other features including a small oven.

NORFOLK

(1) Chedgrave, Land off Snows Lane (TM 36136 99997): evaluation revealed evidence for possible Early Roman stock-keeping enclosures or agricultural plots in the northern part of the site; these were probably established during the first century A.D. and abandoned between the mid-third to early fourth century A.D.

(2) Postwick, Plot 2b, Broadland Gate (TG 2902 0906): excavation uncovered a series of east-to-west aligned field system ditches, which produced pottery dated to the Early Roman period. Several pits and postholes, although poorly dated, were probably contemporary with this field system. Evidence for mid-to-late Roman activity was also identified within the boundaries of the earlier field system, including at least three corn dryers and a well. These features produced finds which probably derived from a nearby farmstead, including animal bone, fired clay and two copper-alloy bracelets. A substantial assemblage of mid-to-late Roman pottery included imported central Gaulish samian and south Spanish amphora. This assemblage suggests an affluent, well-connected, agrarian community that was established in the Early Roman period, flourished between the mid-second and mid-third centuries A.D., with diminishing artefact deposition suggesting the settlement declined during the fourth century A.D.

SUFFOLK

(1) Bacton, Land South of Pretyman Avenue (TM 05632 66991): excavation confirmed the presence of an enclosed farmstead dating from the Early Romano-British period. Only its western extent was revealed, with the settlement’s boundary ditch continuing beyond the eastern limit of excavation. The pottery assemblage recovered from this settlement suggests a peak in activity during the mid-first century A.D., with the farmstead probably abandoned in the early second century. The remains of four sub-circular roundhouses were present, one of which contained a placed deposit of a Neolithic hand axe. Not all of the structures were contemporary, and evidence of truncation by later ditches and discrete features suggested that the domestic foci of the settlement shifted episodically during the first and early second centuries A.D. Possible ritual activity associated with these settlement shifts was evidenced by a pit, which truncated the gully of one of the roundhouses. The pit contained a group of pottery indicative of special deposition, with one complete pot containing a copper-alloy brooch.

(2) Hadleigh, Land off Ellen Aldous Avenue (TM 03786 42951): while excavation identified that occupation started during the Iron Age, most of the datable material is from the second century A.D. A series of enclosures were present across the site with evidence for posthole structures interspersed between them. Midden-like deposits were identified close to the centre of the excavation area, possibly associated with light industrial activity. Two kilns were also identified. These features together suggest an area of industrial and agricultural activity with the focus of settlement located elsewhere. Of note was the burial of an unfurnished single individual in a coffin; although the remains have yet to be dated, some late first to early second century A.D. pottery fragments were recovered from the backfill of the grave cut.

(3) Multi-parish, Land North of RAF Honington, Euston Estate Solar Farm (TL 8817 7638): evaluation across three areas provided limited evidence for Roman activity, including a probable Romano-British boundary ditch in Area 3 and two pits in Area 2 which contained single sherds of Roman pottery.

7. GREATER LONDON
By OWEN HUMPHREYS
HOUNSLOW
(1) Syon Park Access Road (TQ 17016 77010): a 3-trench evaluation and metal detector survey (SYP21) were carried out on site. Metal-detecting finds included a fourth-century nummus and two third-century coins of Carausius, consistent with the occupation of a nearby Roman roadside settlement. They were found in a buried soil which also included post-medieval material.

8. SOUTH-WESTERN COUNTIES

By JOHN P. SALVATORE

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

(1) Birdlip, A417 Missing Link (SO 93957 14852): an archaeological evaluation exposed Roman structural remains, a well, a cremation grave, and ditched enclosures. These were associated with substantial quantities of Roman pottery, as well as brooches, coins and a rare example of a metal figurine representing Cupid as Hercules.
 
(2) Cheltenham, (a) Land West of Cheltenham (SO 91100 23230): evaluation trenching revealed Roman enclosures with internal subdivisions, along with contemporary trackways.
 

      (b) Swindon Farm (SO 93060 24599): evaluation trenching identified ditches likely associated with Roman settlement and agricultural activity.

(3) Cirencester, Cirencester Primary School, Victoria Road (SP 0288 0149): a watching brief identified a metalled mortar and limestone surface, probably associated with intramural Street D. Roman demolition deposits were also recorded.

(4) Gotherington, Land at Gretton Road (SO 96954 29705): an excavation recorded Iron Age to Roman remains, including nine circular or oval ditched enclosures, the corner of a rectangular enclosure, and further ditches. Most of these features produced pottery assemblages spanning the Middle Iron Age to the second century A.D. A colluvial deposit containing Roman pottery was also identified.

(5) Moreton-in-Marsh, Land East of Evenlode Road (SP 21442 31979): an excavation revealed prehistoric and Roman remains located on sandy gravels. A late prehistoric unenclosed roundhouse settlement was overlain by rectilinear enclosures which included smaller ditched enclosures that may have surrounded dwellings, although no building remains survived. These enclosures may have been late prehistoric or early Roman in date. The site was remodelled when Roman-period enclosures were laid out.

(6) Naunton, Naunton Downs Golf Club (SP 11856 22989): an evaluation in 2020 recorded limited archaeological preservation. However, a watching brief of 2021 encountered archaeological remains, but it is uncertain whether the features recorded represent the outer ditches of an enclosed settlement, focused on the hill at the centre of the site, or if they form elements of a field system. The presence of two discrete pit features, the quantity of the ceramic assemblage and the former discovery of an inhumation burial perhaps indicates that a settlement of late Iron Age to early Roman date is located nearby.

(7) Quedgeley, Hunts Grove R4, R9, R10 (SO 80822 11959): multi-period remains in an area of wider development were identified. Roman occupation spanning the first to fourth centuries was evidenced, comprising rectilinear enclosures, pits and postholes, and a stone-built structure. At least two large wattle-lined waterholes were present, but these are currently undated.
 

(8) Siddington, Land East of Ashton Road (SP 03487 99107): evaluation trenching confirmed the presence of a Roman settlement as suggested by a preceding geophysical survey. The remains included walls, a stone-built industrial structure, ditches, pits and postholes.
 

(9) Stroud, Moreton Valence Solar Farm (SO 77627 09863): evaluation trenching recorded enclosures and trackways. These likely originated in the Late Iron Age/Early Roman period and continued, with modifications, into the second to fourth centuries.

(10) Winchcombe, Proposed Recreation Ground, Greet Road (SO 02583 29207): an excavation identified Roman remains, including intercutting ditches, eleven inhumation graves and two possible cremation deposits.

SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE

(1) Thornbury, Park Farm (ST 63680 91460): an excavation revealed ditches forming part of a Romano-British enclosure.

BRISTOL

(1) Brislington, Brislington Meadows (ST 62639 71085): an evaluation identified Roman enclosure ditches datable to the second to fourth centuries. Industrial waste, including a crucible fragment and an assemblage of glass beads and glass waste, may indicate small-scale industrial activity.

NORTH SOMERSET 

(1) Locking, Winterstoke Hundred Academy Expansion (ST 36354 60262): excavation revealed part of a large rectilinear enclosure. Although finds from were sparse, previous excavation of the enclosure beyond the current site suggested an Iron Age to Roman date.

DEVON

(1) Ivybridge, Filham, Combe Cross (SX 6511 5584): excavations in advance of residential development revealed a rectilinear enclosure and attached triple-ditched enclosure. Within these were located clusters of pits, possible ovens and gullies, along with postholes, although no patterns representing structural features have so far been identified. With no evidence for dwellings in the excavation areas the enclosures may have had a more specialised use, being related to small scale rural industry, including metalworking and crop drying. Preliminary dating indicates Romano-British activity beginning on the site in the mid-third century.

(2) Sparkwell, Langage South (SX 56899 55524). A small rectangular double ditched (farmstead) enclosure, with an internal area of c. 56.6 m х 65.75 m, was part excavated with further work expected in 2022. Apart from the ditches that defined the enclosure the majority of the scatter of internal features were relatively shallow, with only their bases surviving and many were subject to bioturbation/root disturbance. No clear structural pattern in the postholes was established. Romano-British pottery was recovered from eleven of the features; including Black Burnished Ware and a single sherd of samian. Radiocarbon determinations of between 125 and 238 cal. A.D. were obtained for two postholes within the enclosure.

9.1. SOUTHERN COUNTIES (WEST)

SUPPLEMENTAL 

By JOHN P. SALVATORE

WILTSHIRE

(1) Trowbridge, Land at Whaddon (NGR 387328 161038): evaluation trenching identified two possible enclosures and a pit. The larger enclosure appears to be square, encompassing an area of 1 ha with a possible entrance to the west. The ditches produced Iron Age to Roman pottery. Similar finds came from the smaller enclosure. The pit, lying outside the enclosures, was undated but contained a large amount of charcoal and a piece of slag.

SWINDON
(1) Swindon, Commonhead (SK 4220 4510): an excavation recorded later Iron Age and Roman field systems, trackways, and enclosures. These, along with a few cremation deposits, were associated with pottery of the first to fourth centuries. Anglo-Saxon pottery of the fifth to eighth centuries came from the upper fills of several Roman ditches.

9.2 SOUTHERN COUNTIES (EAST)
By OWEN HUMPHREYS
EAST SUSSEX 
(1) Crowborough, Land North of Walshes Road (Phase 2), East Sussex (TQ 5270329400): 62 trial trenches were excavated across four fields, revealing linear ditches that were mostly field boundaries, one of which was dated to the Late Iron Age-Early Roman period. Environmental assessment of samples taken from features across the site gave no information of previous site economy, and all finds retrieved were modern except for a single sherd of Roman pottery.

WEST SUSSEX
(1) Amberley, Land adjacent to Strawberry Villas, (TQ 0344 1306): evaluation trenching on the site of a new housing development revealed several pits and ditches suggesting occupation in the Late Iron Age or early Roman period. Dating is based on just 20 sherds of pottery, although one of these was from a Dressel 20 amphora.
 

(2) East Grinstead, Ashplats House, Holtye Road, (TQ 4082 3926): evaluation of a 1 ha site for new housing in April found a Late Iron Age or Early Roman ditch, along with a similarly dated pit which also produced a small amount of iron slag. Follow-up excavation of a small area in May and June extended the evidence to iron smelting from the Middle Iron Age but added nothing more for the Roman period.
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