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This article examines the long-term impact of conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV) on 

prosocial behavior in Sierra Leone. Two theoretical arguments are developed and tested. The first 

draws on the feminist literature and suggests the presence of a decay mechanism: victims and their 

families are stigmatized by their community and excluded from social networks. The second 

integrates new insights from social psychology, psychological trauma research, and anthropology, 

and argues for a resilience mechanism. It argues that CRSV-affected households have a strong 

incentive to remain part of their community and will invest more effort and resources into the 

community to avert social exclusion than unaffected households. Using data on 5,475 Sierra 

Leonean households, the author finds that exposure to CRSV increases prosocial behavior—

cooperation, helping, and altruism—which supports the resilience hypothesis. The results are 

robust to an instrumental variable estimation. The ramifications of this finding go beyond the case 

of Sierra Leone and generate a more general question: What makes communities resilient to shocks 

and trauma? 
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