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Supplementary Figure 1. Ascertainment of the original Great Smoky Mountains study sample
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Supplementary Figure 2.
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Supplementary Table 1. Prevalence of childhood loneliness between ages 9 to 16 and 
association with childhood peer relationship

	
	Child- and parent-report loneliness

	  
	Never lonely 
n (%) 
	Ever lonely 
n (%) 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]p value a

	
	
	
	

	Overall childhood loneliness
	1230 (86.6)
	190 (13.8%)
	

	Peer relationship
	
	
	

	  Frequency of contact with peers
	 494 (40.2)
	106 (55.8)
	 0.081

	  No Confidant(e) among peers
	712 (57.9)
	116 (61.1)
	 0.843

	  No confidant(e) in family
	685 (57.9)
	116 (61.1)
	 0.322

	  Number of arguments with peers
	            104 (8.5)
	 48 (25.3)
	 0.001

	  Shyness with peers
	            369 (30)
	 93 (48.9)
	 0.056

	  Teased or bullied
	372 (30.2)
	115 (60.5)
	 <0.0001












Numbers denotes children included in one or more analyses. Numbers are unweighted, and 
percentages are weighted. 
 ap value from binary logistic regression of childhood loneliness and childhood peer relationship 
outcomes. The models (Odds ratio [ORs]) are adjusted for child sex.  





















Supplementary Table 2. Comparison of latent class growth analysis of 
loneliness trajectories model fit indices 

	
	Fit indices

	  
	Entropya
	AICb
	BICc
	BLRTp valued

	Number of class
	
	
	
	

	2
	 0.91
	175.86
	180.21
	 <0.001







aAIC = Akaike’s Information Criterion; bBIC = Bayesian Information 
Criterion; cBLRT = Bootstrap Likelihood Ratio Test.
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LONELINESS

A feeling of being alone and/or friendless, regardless of the
justification for the feeling; total daily duration of at least 1
hour.

NOTE RELEVANT INFORMATION FROM PEER
RELATIONSHIPS.

Do you think s/he feels lonely?

How often is that?

When was the last time?

How did s/he feel then?

Sometimes children feel that they have no one who
would help them. Does s/he ever feel like that?

Does s/he feel cared for by friends?

Does s/he feel lonely even though s/he has some friends?
Does s/he feel left out by others?

Does s/he get left out of other children's activities?

How does s/he feel about that?

Does s/he think that's likely to change?

Can you stop him/her feeling lonely?

What happens if you try?

When did s/he start to feel lonely like that?

LONELINESS

0 = Absent

2 = The subject definitely feels intrusively
and uncontrollably lonely, in at least 2
activities.

3 = S/he feels lonely almost all the time.
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