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Analysis of Tom interviews: evidence of ToM skills  
In 1 the participant introduces the experimenter’s belief state using the item ‘decided’, and explains that the experimenter decided to be generous in helping the participant get to his destination at the cost of failing to get to her own. In the second turn, he describes the interviewer as “wanting to unlock the gates” and provides a rationale for her doing so in that she “wanted to get to the S letter”.  In 2 the participant states that the experimenter “was determined to win” and justifies this interpretation based on the experimenter’s position on the maze being closer to her destination as described by the experimenter and her increased number of requests for help in reaching her destination. In contrast in 3, while the participant claims to know the experimenter’s belief state when asked if he thought she understood what he was doing, he provides no evidence for this based on the context of their interactional exchanges, but instead attributes his belief to an un-evidenced, discourse-external rationale. Such examples were not counted as evidence of ToM.

1. Interviewer:	And could you work out where I was going on the maze, where I was    
 		and where I was going?
Respondent:	Well I know you, I know that after a while you sort of, because I was 
closer you decided that it would be better for me to, you were more,  very generous in that one, in terms of your strategy.
I: 		Okay and did you understand where I was and where I was going?
R:	I didn’t quite understand, I thought, I didn’t quite understand, I knew that you wanted to unlock the gates for me so you wanted to get to the S letters, but I didn’t quite understand how they worked in terms of changing the gates, that I didn’t grasp.

								EB non-FTD

2. Interviewer:	Okay erm do you think I understood where you were going?  
Respondent:	I think you was more determined to win that you wasn’t really taking much notice of where I was going. 
I:		Oh really?
R:		Yeah.
I:	So what made you think that I wasn’t interested in where you were going?
R:	Because you were getting near to your destination and you was asking for a lot of, a lot more help than you had done previously.  
																TD healthy control

3.         Interviewer:	Right okay and do you think I worked out what you were trying to do,       
     		do you think I understood what you were doing?
Respondent:	Yeah, yeah.
I:		What makes you think I understood it?
R:		It’s your job isn’t it, you’re a psychic.  

								CL FTD

