Supplementary Table S2. List of excluded studies and their justification for exclusion.

Studies identified but not included due to insufficient incidence data (n=42)
	Author
	Country
	Sample
	Publication year
	Journal
	Reason for exclusion
	Outcome 

	Bamrah
	England
	Salford
	1991
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No data after contacting the author
	Inception rate of schizophrenia over all ages was 19 per 100.000

	Bhugra
	Trinidad
	Trinidad
	1996
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No data after contacting the author
	Rates for narrow defined/nuclear schizophrenia in the age group 15-54 was15.9 per 100.000

	Bland
	Canada
	Whole Country
	1984
	Canadian Journal of Psychiatry
	Paper too old to contact author.
	The first admission rate of "ICD-8" schizophrenia in 1978 over all ages was 31 per 100.000 for males and 21 per 100.000 for females.

	Cantor-Graee
	Sweden
	Malmo
	2005
	Psychological Medicine
	No data after contacting the author
	Annual first-contact rate for DSM-IV schizophrenia was 9.0 per 100.000 in persons aged 18-54. 

	Carpenter
	England
	Manchester
	1980
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Paper too old to contact author.
	Age group: 15 to 64 years. First-admission rates for clinically diagnosed schizophrenia were higher in immigrant populations (111 per 100.000 in West Indies/Africa; 120 per 100.000 in Indian sub-continent) than in the British-born population  (20 per 100.000). 

	Chien
	China
	Taiwan
	2004
	Psychiatry and Clinical Neurosciences
	Only rate data. No reply from author.
	Higher incidence density in males in the age group 25-34 (0.76 per 1000). Women had highest rates in the age group 65+ (0.81 per 1000).

	Chowdhury
	Pakistan
	East Pakistan
	1966
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Paper too old to contact author.
	The number of cases occurring in older age groups declined by age, with peak incidence for men and women in the age group 20-29.

	Der
	United Kingdom
	England and Wales
	1990
	Lancet
	No data after contacting the author
	First admission rates showed a substantial decline over the years 1952-1986

	Eagles
	England
	Aberdeen
	1988
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Paper too old to contact author.
	Significant decline in the rate of schizophrenia over the period 1969-1984. Mean age at first contact showed no changes over time.

	Eaton
	USA
	Maryland
	1974
	Journal Health and Social Behaviour
	Only rate data. Data not available.
	Age distribution of schizophrenia incidence varies across urban level; early incidence peak in urban area (age 30-34, rate: 1.55 per 1000), a peak 5-years later in suburban areas (age 35-40, rate: 0.69 per 1000) and again a 5 year later peak in rural areas (age 40-44, rate: 0.66 per 1000).

	Folnegovic
	Croatia
	Croatia
	1990
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Author could not be traced for original data
	Hospital based annual incidence rates for schizophrenia in people aged 15 years and older ranged from 26 to 20 per 100.000 over the period 1965-1984

	Giggs
	England
	Nottingham
	1986
	Social Science and Medicine
	Paper too old to contact author.
	Age 15-59. First-contact rate for ICD schizophrenia over the period 1978-1980 was 16.9 per 100.000.  

	Giggs
	England
	Nottingham
	1973
	Nursing Times
	Paper too old to contact author.
	The incidence of schizophrenia over the period 1963-1969 was about six times higher in immigrants then in native-born people. 

	Goater
	England
	North-London
	1999
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No reply from author
	The annual incidence of ICD-9 schizophrenia was 34 per 100.000 in patients aged 15-54.

	Hafner
	Germany
	ABC-study
	1991
	Nervenarzt
	No data after contacting the author
	Rates for ICD9 psychosis (295, 297, 298.3 and 298.4) shows a peak in men aged 20-24 (46.1 per 100.000) and women aged 25-29 (35.4 per 100.000). Incidence declines with age. Incidence rates in females exceed those of males after age 25.  

	Hemsi
	England
	Camberwell and Lambeth
	1967
	Social Psychiatry
	Paper too old to contact author.
	First-admission rates for clinically diagnosed schizophrenia. Age group 15-54. Rates in west Indians were 131 per 100.000 in males and 51.0 per 100.000 in females. Rates in Natives were considerably lower: 27 per 100.000 in males and 20 per 100.000 in females.

	Hitch
	England
	Bradford
	1980
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Paper too old to contact author.
	Age group: 15 to 64 years. Foreign-born people had substantially higher rates of schizophrenia and paranoia than native born. 

	Jorgensen
	Denmark
	Aarhus
	1986
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	Paper too old to contact author.
	Age group: 15 years and older. The first admission rate for paranoid disorders was 26 per 100.000.

	Joyce
	New Zealand
	New Zealand
	1987
	Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry
	Paper too old to contact author.
	Significant decline in first admission rates for schizophrenia which was observed in all age groups

	Kelly
	New Zealand
	New Zealand
	1973
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	Only rate data. Paper too old to contact author.
	Incidence rates for schizophrenia were highest in the age groups 20 to 39. Women had higher incidence rates than men. 

	Kendell
	Scotland
	Edinburgh
	1993
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No data after contacting the author
	The inception rate for schizophrenia fell significantly over the period 1971-1989.

	King
	England
	North-London
	1994
	British Medical Journal
	No reply from author
	Age-standardized incidence: 22 per 100.000

	Krupinski
	(1) United Kingdom (2)  Australia
	(1) England and Wales; (2) Victoria
	1980
	Journal of International Studies
	Paper too old to contact author.
	Age group: 15 years and older. The first-admission rate for schizophrenia over 1970-1972 were higher in groups who migrated to Victoria-Australia than native-borns. 

	Lehtinen
	Finland
	UKKI study
	1996
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No reply from author
	The annual incidence of ICD8 functional psychoses was 160 per 100.000 for men and 200 per 100.00 for women

	Li
	Sweden
	Sweden
	2007
	Schizophrenia Research
	No reply from author
	Overall hospitalization rates of psychotic disorders were 37.5 per 100.000 for men and 35.2 per 100.000 for women. Rates increased up the age of 30-35 years and decreased in older age. Females tended to exceed male rates after the age of 40 years.

	Loffler
	Germany
	ABC-study
	1999
	Social Science and Medicine
	No data after contacting the author
	Incidence rate of ICD-9 schizophrenia (295) for persons was 19 per 100.000

	Lynge
	Greenland
	Greenland
	1999
	International Journal of Circumpolar Health
	No data after contacting the author.
	High first admission rates for ICD-8 schizophrenia in young men.

	Mahy
	Barbados
	Barbados
	1999
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Author could not be traced for original data
	Incidence of narrow schizophrenia in the age group 18-54 was 28 per 100.000

	McGovern
	England
	Birmingham
	1987
	Social Psychiatry
	Paper too old to contact author.
	Age 16-64. First-admission rates for schizophrenia were higher in first-generation Afro Caribbean than in Whites. 

	McNaught
	England
	Hampstead
	1997
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No reply from author
	Age 15 years and older. The mean annual incidence of DSM-III-R schizophrenia was 16 per 100.000.

	Nicole
	Canada
	Quebec
	1992
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No reply from author
	All ages. The annual first-admissions rates for schizophrenia over the period 1981-1986, were lower for DSM-III-R (men: 12.6 and women: 4.9 per 100.000) than for ICD-9 diagnosis of schizophrenia (men: 39.8 and women: 22.4 per 100.000) 

	Nielsen
	Denmark
	Samso
	1976
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	Paper too old to contact author.
	Age 15 years and older. Rural area. The first-admission rate for ICD schizophrenia over the period 1957-1971 was 10 per 100.000.

	Ohta
	Japan
	Nagasaki City
	1992
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	No reply from author
	Urban parts of Nagasaki city. Age groups 15-54. The annual incidence rate ICD-9 schizophrenia was 25 per 100.000 for males and 18 per 100.000 for females.

	Oldehinkel
	Netherlands
	Groningen
	1995
	British journal of Psychiatry
	No data after contacting the author
	First-admission rates for schizophrenia for patients aged 15 years and older were 8.3 per 100.00 in 1975-1988, 7.7 per 100.000 in 1974-1984, 6.7 per 100.00 in 1975-1984 and 8.4 per 100.000 in 1983-1987. 

	Os (van)
	Netherlands
	Maastricht
	2000
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Complete overlap with sample from the Netherlands.
	The crude first-contact rate for ICD-9 schizophrenia in persons aged 15-64 was 22.3 per 100.000. 

	Osby
	Sweden
	Stockholm County
	2001
	Schizophrenia Research
	No reply from author after initial contact,
	Age 15-69 years. First admission rates for ICD-8/ICD-9 schizophrenia peaked in the age range 25-29 years among males. In females the peak occurred in the age range 30-34 years and was less pronounced. Males had a higher rate at younger ages, but from 35-39 years of age and older, rates in females were higher.

	Pelayo-Teran
	Spain
	Cantabria
	2008
	Early intervention in Psychiatry
	Only raw data in figures. No reply from author
	Annual incidence of DSM-IV schizophrenia, schizoaffective and schizophreniform disorder in persons aged 15-55 was 12.0 per 100.000. Maximum incidence rate was observed in the age group 20-24, with a steady decline in males. For females a second incidence peak was observed in the age group 35-39.

	Preti
	Italy
	Italy
	2000
	Psychiatry Research
	No data after contacting the author
	First-admission rates for schizophrenia increased over the period 1984-1994.

	Vazquez-Barquero
	Spain
	Cantabria
	1995
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	No reply from author
	Incidence rate of narrow defined schizophrenia for patients aged 15-54 was 12.7 per 100.000 for males and 14.4 per 100.000 for females.

	Weyerer
	Germany
	Mannheim
	1992
	Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology
	No data after contacting the author
	The age-adjusted incidence of treated psychiatric disorder between 1974 and 1980 among the German population exceeded that of foreign residents.

	Yucun
	China
	Suburb of Beijing
	1987
	International Journal of Mental Health
	Paper too old to contact author.
	All ages included. The incidence of schizophrenia over the period 1974-1977 was 11 per 100.000. with highest rates in the age group 20 to 29 years old.

	Zolkowska
	Sweden
	Malmo
	2001
	Psychological Medicine
	No data after contacting the author
	Age 18-64. First-admission rates for DSM-IV schizophrenia like psychosis were higher in immigrants than in native-borns.


Studies excluded because of restricted age of onset (n=35)
a exclusion of older people (only data for people <50 years of age)

b exclusion of younger people (only data for people aged 40 years and older)

	Author
	Country
	Sample
	Year of publication
	Journal
	Age of onset range

	Amminger
	Australia
	Melbourne
	2006
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	15-29 years.

	Boonstra
	Netherlands
	Friesland & Twente
	2008
	Tijdschrift voor de Psychiatrie
	18-54 years.

	Bray
	Canada
	British Colombia
	2006
	Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology
	14-23 years.

	Brennan
	Denmark
	Denmark
	2000
	Archives of General Psychiatry
	≤ 44 years.

	Bresnahan
	USA
	Alameda County (California)
	2000
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	≤ 38 years.

	Cannon
	USA
	Philadelphia
	1999
	Development and Psychopathology
	<40 years.

	Cantor-Graae
	Denmark
	Denmark
	2003
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	15-44 years.

	Cantor-Graee
	Denmark
	Denmark
	2007
	Psychological Medicine
	15-44 years.

	Copeland
	England
	Liverpool
	1998
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	65+ years.

	Corcoran
	Israel
	Jerusalem
	2009
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	21-33 years. 

	Crow
	United Kingdom
	England, Wales and Scotland
	1992
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	<28 years.

	Giel
	Netherlands
	Groningen and Drenthe
	1980
	Tijdschrift voor de Psychiatrie
	15 - 44 years.

	Grawe
	Norway
	Sør-Trøndelag
	1991
	Nordisk Psykiatrisk Tidsskrift
	≤ 45 years

	Haukka
	Finland
	Finland
	2001
	Psychological Medicine
	≤ 41 years.

	Haukka
	Finland
	Finland
	2003
	Schizophrenia Research
	≤ 41 years.

	Holden
	England
	London: Camberwell
	1987
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	>60 years

	Jones
	United Kingdom
	England, Wales and Scotland
	1994
	Lancet
	16-43

	Jones
	Australia
	Tasmania
	1997
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	20-29 years.

	Klaning
	Denmark
	Denmark
	1996
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	10-41 years.

	Leao
	Sweden
	Sweden
	2006
	The Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease
	20-39 years. 

	Lewis
	Sweden
	Sweden
	1992
	The Lancet
	18-32 years.

	Malaspina
	Israel
	Jerusalem
	2001
	Archives of General Psychiatry
	21-34 years.

	Morgan
	Australia
	Western Australia
	1997
	Schizophrenia Research
	≤ 45 years

	Mors
	Denmark
	Aarhus
	1993
	European Psychiatry
	18-49 years.

	Nica-Udanqik
	Romania
	Bucharest
	1983
	Revue roumaine de maedicine. Neurologie et psychiatrie.
	Students.

	Raman
	Mauritius
	Mauritius
	1972
	The Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease
	15-44 years.

	Rasanen
	Finland
	Northern Finland
	1999
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	16-28 years.

	Reimann
	Germany
	Mannheim
	1965
	Social Psychiatry
	60+ years.

	Rodriguez-Cano
	Spain
	Cordoba
	1996
	International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry
	65+ years.

	Selten
	Netherlands
	Netherlands
	1997
	Psychological Medicine
	≤ 40 years.

	Susser
	Netherlands
	Netherlands
	1996
	Archives of General Psychiatry
	24-48 years.

	Suvisaari
	Finland
	Finland
	1999
	Archives of General Psychiatry
	16-26 years.

	Svedberg
	Sweden
	Three catchment areas in Stockholm
	2001
	Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology
	18-45 years.

	Wahlbeck
	Finland
	Helsinki
	2001
	Archives of General Psychiatry
	≤ 36 years.

	Zornberg
	USA
	Different centers
	2000
	American Journal of Psychiatry
	18-27 years.


Reviews/editorials with no new primary incidence data (n=44)
	Author
	Year of publication
	Journal
	Type of study

	An der Heiden
	2000
	European Archives of Psychiatry and Clinical Neuroscience. 
	Review.

	Ananthanarayanan
	1994
	British Journal of Hospital Medicine
	Review.

	Ayonrinde
	2002
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Correspondence.

	Babigian
	1980
	Schizophrenia: epidemiology.
	Book chapter

	Bloom
	1967
	PsycCRITIQUES
	Summary.

	Boydell
	2003
	The epidemiology of schizophrenia. 2003, Cambridge University Press: New York, NY US
	Book chapter.

	Brink
	2005
	Current Opinion in Psychiatry
	Review.

	Bromet
	2002
	The early stages of schizophrenia. 2002, American Psychiatric Publishing, Inc.: Arlington, VA US.
	Book chapter.

	Cabot
	1990
	Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology
	Review.

	Castle
	1993
	American Journal of Psychiatry
	Letter to the editor.

	Castle
	1993
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Letter to the editor.

	Castle
	1998
	Hove England: Psychology Press/Erlbaum (UK) Taylor & Francis.
	Book chapter.

	Clunie
	1994
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No original study

	Dassori
	1995
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	Review.

	de Alarcon
	1990
	The Lancet
	Letter to the editor.

	Eagles
	1991
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No original study

	Eagles
	1993
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	No original study

	Hafner
	1997
	Canadian Journal of Psychiatry
	Review.

	Hafner
	2005
	Schizophrene Störungen im Alter, chapter 14.
	Book chapter.

	Hafner
	1986
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	Review.

	Harris
	1988
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	Review.

	Henderson
	1997
	European Archives of Psychiatry and Clinical Neuroscience. 
	Review.

	Henderson
	2010
	Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry;44(1):1-3.
	Review.

	Howard
	2000
	American Journal of Psychiatry
	Review.

	Jablensky
	2000
	Australian and New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry
	Review.

	Jacobs
	2002
	BMJ
	Letter to the editor.

	Johannessen
	2002
	Tidsskrift for den Norske lægeforening
	Review.

	Kay
	1972
	British Journal of Hospital Medicine
	Review.

	Kay
	1992
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Correspondence.

	Louden
	1995
	Journal of Social Distress and the Homeless
	Review.

	Prince
	1990
	The Lancet
	Letter to the editor.

	Ratan
	1997
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Commentary.

	Riecher-Rossler
	1997
	European Archives of Psychiatry and Clinical Neuroscience. 
	Review.

	Riecher-Rossler
	1996
	Munchener Medizinische Wochenschrift
	Review.

	Riecher-Rossler
	1997
	Nervenarzt
	Review.

	Riecher-Rossler
	1995
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	Review.

	Selten
	2002
	Tijdschrift voor Psychiatrie
	Review.

	Skoog
	2004
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	Review.

	Streiner
	2005
	Canadian Journal of Psychiatry
	Editorial.

	Thara
	1993
	International Review of Psychiatry
	Review.

	Wiersma
	2007
	Oxford University Press: New York, NY US
	Book chapter.

	Williams
	1950
	Journal of Negro Education
	Review.

	Wynn Owen
	1993
	Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry and Neurology
	Review.

	Wynne
	2007
	Oxford University Press: New York, NY US
	Book chapter.


Studies excluded because they did not contain incidence data or studied specific sub-populations (n=66)
	Author
	Country
	Sample
	Year of publication
	Journal/Book chapter
	Type of study

	Agius
	England
	Luton
	2009
	Psychiatria Danubina
	Prevalence study.

	Akincigil
	USA
	USA
	2008
	Psychiatric Services
	Included readmissions.

	Alberdi
	Denmark
	Denmark
	1994
	Nordic Journal of Psychiatry
	Annual incidence rates for psychiatric admissions among the preverbally deaf people.

	Amin
	England
	Nottingham
	1999
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Measures diagnostic stability of first episode psychosis over a three-year follow-up period.

	Andreoli
	(1) Australia

(2) Brazil
	(1) Queensland

(2) Pelotas
	2002
	Schizophrenia Research
	Presents age-at-first-registration distributions without relating it to the population size.

	Ayuso-Mateos
	Spain
	Spain
	2006
	Schizophrenia Research
	Prevalence study.

	Ballon
	(1) France 

(2) French West Indies
	(1) 7 sites 

(2) Martinique & Guadeloupe
	2004
	The Canadian Journal of Psychiatry
	Prevalence study.

	Baptista
	Venezuela
	Merida
	1989
	Research Communications in Psychology Psychiatry and Behavior
	Presents frequency distributions for schizophrenia without relating it to population data.

	Barret
	Malaysia
	Sarawak
	2005
	Psychological Medicine
	Prevalence study

	Bates
	Canada
	British Colombia
	1984
	Journal of epidemiology and community health
	Examination of the incidence rates for schizophrenia in a group of Coastal Indians. Rates for a comparison group of Caucasians are provided, but these were based on both new cases and readmissions. 

	Beratis
	Greece
	Patras
	1997
	Schizophrenia Research
	Studies the phenotypic expression of the subtypes of schizophrenic disorders.

	Bogers
	Surinam
	Surinam
	2000
	Psychological Medicine
	Emigration patterns to the Netherland in a convenience sample of Surinam patients with schizophrenia.

	Bogren
	Sweden
	Lundby
	2009
	Nordic Journal of Psychiatry
	Prevalence study.

	Bromet
	USA
	Suffolk County
	1992
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	Presents preliminary demographic and clinical characteristics in a convenience sample of first-admitted patients.

	Castle
	England
	Camberwell
	1997
	International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry
	Examination of the phenomenology of late-onset psychotic disorder.

	Castro-Forniles
	Spain
	CAFEPS study (multicenter)
	2007
	Schizophrenia Research
	Examination of first-episode psychoses in a convenience sample of child and adolescents.

	Davidson
	Israel
	Israel
	1999
	American Journal of Psychiatry
	Examines whether behavioral and intellectual abnormalities predict the vulnerability for schizophrenia.

	de Alarcon
	England
	Chichester and Salisbury
	1975
	Psychological medicine
	Included readmissions.

	Dube
	India
	Agra
	1968
	Social Psychiatry
	Prevalence study. Although the study does present the age of onset distribution of schizophrenia, no population data is presented. Paper is too old to contact author for data. 

	Eaton
	Multicenter 
	Australia: Victoria; USA: Maryland; United Kingdom; Salford; Denmark: Denmark
	1992
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	Examination of the probability of rehospitalization following the initial discharge diagnosis of schizophrenia.

	Essen-Moller
	Sweden
	Lund
	1956
	Acta Psychiatrica et Neurologica Scandinavica Supplementum
	Examines individual traits and morbidity

	Fish
	Scotland
	Edinburgh
	1960
	Journal of Mental Science
	Descriptive study of paranoid psychosis in the elderly.

	Gorwood
	France
	Reunion Island
	1995
	American Journal of Psychiatry
	Prevalence study

	Hafner
	Germany
	ABC-study
	2001
	Nervenarzt
	Examines diagnostic subtypes and symptoms in first-admitted patients with schizophrenia across the life cycle. No population data.

	Helgason
	Iceland
	Iceland
	1989
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	No incidence data for schizophrenia

	Hickling
	Jamaica
	Jamaica
	1991
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Included readmissions.

	Howard
	England
	Camberwell
	1993
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Examination of the differences in phenomenology of early versus late-onset schizophrenia.

	Hoye
	Norway
	Tromms and Finnmark
	2000
	Nordic Journal of Psychiatry
	Included only patients with schizophrenia who had at least three admissions over a 16 years period.

	Hutchinson
	Trinidad
	San Fernando General Hospital
	2003
	West Indian Medical Journal
	Examines the distribution of diagnostic categories in the admission rates to psychiatric units. 

	Ichinowatari
	Japan
	Sashiki Village & Ikema Island
	1987
	Japanese Journal of Psychiatry & Neurology
	Prevalence study.

	Jorda-Moscardo
	Denmark
	Denmark
	1986
	European Archives Psychiatry Clinical Neurosciences
	Prevalence study

	Jorgensen
	Denmark
	Aarhus
	1985
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	Descriptive study of paranoid psychosis in the elderly

	Kebede
	Ethiopia
	Addis Abbeba
	1999
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	Prevalence study.

	Kendler
	Sweden
	Sweden
	1996
	Psychological Medicine
	Examination whether the treated incidence of psychiatric illnesses in twins would deviate from population expectations.

	Køster
	Denmark
	Multicenter
	2008
	Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology
	Examines gender differences in a prospective longitudinal multicentre study.

	Lay 
	Zwitserland
	Zurich
	2007
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	Included readmissions. Only presents data for all mental admissions and not schizophrenia specifically. 

	Loffler
	Denmark
	Denmark
	1994
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	Validation study of CATEGO diagnosis using a sample in Denmark and Mannheim.

	Loranger
	USA
	New-York
	1984
	Archives of General Psychiatry
	Examination of sex differences in age of onset of schizophrenia in a convenience sample of 100 female and 100 male patients.

	Maharajh
	Trinidad
	North East & Central Trinidad
	2006
	Reviews on Environmental Health
	Presents age-categorized rates for out-patients with schizophrenia without providing population data.

	Makanjuola
	Nigeria
	Ilesa
	1985
	Tropical and Geographical Medicine
	Prospective evaluation of all patients aged 60 years and older presenting with psychiatric disorder

	Messias
	Brasil
	Mossoro
	2000
	The Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease
	Prevalence study.

	Mezey
	England
	Borough of Edmonton - North London
	1971
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Included readmissions.

	Mietunnen
	Finland
	Lapland & Oulu
	2006
	Nordic Journal of Psychiatry
	Rehospitalization study. 

	Moreno-Küstner
	Spain
	Malaga
	2009
	International Journal of Social Psychiatry
	Presents the characteristics of patients with schizophrenia, no incident cases.

	Nielsen
	Denmark
	Samsø
	1977
	Psychological Medicine
	Prevalence study.

	Noreik
	Norway
	Norway
	1966
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Risk for admission for a broad diagnoses of psychosis in people with a background of higher education.

	Norredam
	Denmark
	Denmark
	2009
	Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology
	Risk of mental disorders among refugees compared with that among native Danes. 

	Parker
	Australia
	New South Wales
	1985
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Examination of changes in diagnostic patterns for ICD-8 schizophrenia over a ten-year period.

	Peen
	Netherlands
	Netherlands
	1997
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	Included readmissions.

	Perala
	Finland
	Finland
	2008
	Schizophrenia Bulletin
	Prevalence study.

	Pihlajamaa
	Finland
	Helsinki
	2008
	Nordic Journal of Psychiatry
	Examines the validity of schizophrenia in a representative sample.

	Rin
	Taiwan
	Formosa
	1963
	Journal of Mental Science
	Comparative study of mental illness among aborigines.

	Robin
	USA
	Plains and Southwestern American Indians
	2007
	BMC Psychiatry
	Prevalence study in tribal Indians.

	Rodriguez-Ferrara
	England
	Suffolk
	2004
	International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry
	Descriptive study of schizophrenia in people aged 60 years and older.

	Salvatore
	Italy
	Parma
	2009
	Journal of Clinical Psychiatry
	Examines diagnostic stability in a sample of first-episode patients.

	Sugarman
	England
	Manchester
	1994
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Examination of the lifetime morbidity risk for first-degree relatives of Afro-Caribbean and white parents admitted with RDC schizophrenia

	Takei
	England
	Camberwell
	1998
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Examination of the consistency of diagnosis over a follow-up period and examines the effect of ethnicity on outcome.

	Tian
	Taiwan
	Taiwan
	2006
	Schizophrenia Research
	Included readmissions.

	Toshitani
	Japan
	Jichi Medical School and Kamitsuga General Hospital
	2006
	Seishin Shinkeigaku Zasshi
	Examination of changes in the proportion of schizophrenic patients to the total number of patients in two Japanese hospitals.

	Vazquez-Barquero
	Spain
	Cantabria
	1999
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Presents results from a three-year follow up. No incidence data. 

	Waddington
	Ireland
	Eastern Half of County Cavan
	1994
	British Journal of Psychiatry
	Examination of gender-specific declines in morbid risk for schizophrenia over a 50-year period

	Widerlov 
	Sweden
	Stockholm County
	1989
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica
	Prevalence study.

	Woogh 
	Canada
	Kingston
	2001
	Canadian Journal of Psychiatry
	Prevalence study.

	Youssef
	Ireland
	Southern half of County Monoghan
	1999
	Schizophrenia Research
	Examines prevalence and morbid risk in patients aged 15-44 years.

	Zharikov
	Soviet Union
	Moscow
	1968
	Social Psychiatry
	Prevalence study


Studies excluded because they were written in languages that we were unable to translate (n=18)
	Author
	Year of publication
	Journal

	Astrup
	1962
	Tidsskrift for den Norske lægeforening

	Bergey
	1999
	Encephale-Revue De Psychiatrie Clinique Biologique Et Therapeutique

	Chen
	1984
	Zhonghua shen jing jing shen ke za zhi

	Chen
	1987
	Zhonghua shen jing jing shen ke za zhi

	Garcia
	2001
	Anales de Psiquiatra

	Gavrilov
	1983
	Zhurnal nevropatologii i psikhiatrii imeni S.S. Korsakova

	Gerard
	1973
	Psychiatria polska

	Handal
	1997
	Revista panamericana de salud pública

	Johannesen
	1987
	Nordisk Psykiatrisk Tidsskrift

	Kastrup
	1991
	Ugeskrift for laeger

	Liberman
	1974
	Zhurnal nevropatologii i psikhiatrii imeni S.S. Korsakova

	Mata
	2000
	Anales Sis San Navara

	Orcajada Jover
	1985
	Revista de Psiquiatra, Psicologa y Psicosomaca

	Rotshtein
	1982
	Soviet Neurology and Psyciatry

	Tansella
	1986
	Rivista di Psichiatria

	Tizon
	2004
	Archivos de Psiquiatria

	Tsirkin
	1987
	Zhurnal nevropatologii i psikhiatrii imeni S.S. Korsakova

	Yursinova
	1982
	Zhurnal Nevropatologii i Psikhiatrii imeni S.S. Korsakova


Excluded because we were unable to retrieve the paper (n=14)
	Author
	Country
	Sample
	Year of publication
	Journal

	Bremer
	Unknown
	Unknown
	1951
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavicaet Neurlogica

	Eaton
	Unknown
	Unknown
	1982
	The Israel journal of psychiatry and related sciences

	Hart
	Ireland
	Unknown
	2007
	Irish Journal of Psychological Medicine

	Lin
	Unknown
	Unknown
	1953
	Psychiatry

	Neehall
	Unknown
	Unknown
	1991
	West Indian Medical Journal

	ni Nuallain
	Ireland
	Unknown
	1984
	Irish Journal of Psychiatry

	Nielsen
	Unknown
	Unknown
	1962
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica

	o Hare
	Ireland
	Unknown
	1974
	Journal of the Irish Medical Association

	Rajkumar
	India
	Madras
	1993
	Indian Journal of Psychiatry

	Rao
	India
	Madrai
	1981
	Indian Journal of Psychiatry

	Somasundaram
	Sri Lanka
	Northerh Sri Lanka
	1993
	The Ceylon medical journal

	Tsoi
	Unknown
	Unknown
	1979
	Annals of the Academy of Medicine, Singapore

	Walsh
	Ireland
	Unknown
	1992
	Irish Journal of Psychiatry

	Wig
	India
	Unknown
	1993
	Indian Journal of Psychiatry 


Studies were excluded because they only presented data based on a broader psychosis phenotype, and not data for schizophrenia only (n=5).

	Author
	Country
	Sample
	Year of publication
	Journal

	Matilla
	Finland
	Turku
	1987
	Acta Psychiatrica Scandinavica

	Mitter
	England
	London Tower Hamlets
	2005
	Internal Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry

	Mitter
	England
	London Tower Hamlets
	2004
	International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry

	Reeves
	England
	London: Camberwell
	2001
	British Journal of Psychiatry

	Walsh
	Ireland
	Dublin
	1969
	British Journal of Psychiatry


