Visitors’ willingness to pay for snow leopard Panthera uncia conservation in the Annapurna Conservation Area, Nepal
Maurice G. Schutgens, Jonathan H. Hanson, Nabin Baral and Som B. Ale
Supplementary Material 1 The economic valuation scenario to establish tourists’ WTP for snow leopard conservation

Economic valuation scenario: About 100 snow leopards are found in Annapurna Conservation Area (ACA). But their number has been decreasing over the past three decades as a result of various social and environmental factors. Therefore, the Government of Nepal is developing a Snow Leopard Conservation Action Plan to ensure the long-term survival of snow leopards. If the plan is implemented successfully, the number of snow leopards would remain stable and perhaps increase in population in a 10-year period. If not, they may disappear from the park. The plan will be implemented by the park authority and it has a high probability of success. Many conservation measures, such as improving habitats and preventing illegal hunting, will be included in the plan to prevent the disappearance of snow leopards from the park. These measures are expensive and will require additional funding to implement. One option to secure additional funding is to charge international park visitors a conservation fee in addition to the current entry fee of USD 27. The conservation fee would provide the necessary financial resources to protect the snow leopards. Please remember that any money you spend on snow leopard conservation is money that you could spend on other things. Please weigh costs and benefits of the above plan for answering the following questions.

PAGE  
1

