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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL Video recordings of the behavioural responses of elephants 

Elephas maximus to playback of felid growls at study sites in the vicinity of the Nilgiri 

Biosphere Reserve in southern India (Fig. 1). 

 

VIDEO 1 A male elephant attempted to break down the electric fence at Nenmeylikunu on a 

night when the active infrared beam-triggered playback system failed because of an 

electronic malfunction. 

VIDEO 2 A solitary female elephant turned around and retreated upon being exposed to a tiger 

growl playback from the active infrared beam-triggered playback system at Bachahalli. 

VIDEO 3 A solitary, tuskless male elephant (known as a makhna) was alert on hearing lion 

growl playback from the passive infrared-triggered system at Manimunda. The elephant was 

not deterred from crop-raiding in this instance and proceeded to enter the crop fields. 

VIDEO 4 A solitary, tuskless male elephant backed away cautiously on hearing a tiger growl 

playback from the passive infrared-triggered system at Manimunda. The elephant was 

deterred from crop-raiding in this instance. 

 

 

 

 

 


