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Appendix 1

Questionnaire used for the socioeconomic survey of fishermen operating in Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary.

Date of Interview:

Name of Interviewer:

Signature:

1. Name of the Respondent:

2. Address:

3. General information  on household respondent:
(a) Name of household head:——————————— Father’s name:———————————

Number of household members: ———————
(b) Status of fishing:

Commercial fishing: ————————— Subsistence fishing: —————————————
Other occupation: ————————————————————

4. Details about family members:

Name of Sex Age Religion Marital Education Nature of work Individual
family Status employment incomesdaily/
members (occupation) weekly/

monthly (INR)

1.

2.

Instruction for interviewer: Use only code
Religion: Muslim – 1, Hindu – 2, Christian – 3, Others – 4.
Sex: Male – 1, Female – 2.
Age: Full figures required.
Education: Illiterate – 1, Adult literate – 2, Primary – 3, Secondary – 4, College education – 5.

5. Information on fishing activities:
(a) Fishing period:——————————————(months)
(b) Types of nets and gears used:

Name of Nets / gears Common name Number Length (L) Width (W) Number in common use

1.

2.

(c) Do you have
Fishing boats (numbers per household)————————

(d) Whom do you pay for fishing?
License (DFO)————————Lease holders————————
Local traders————————— Criminals—————————— Nobody——————————

Conservation and biomonitoring in the Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin
Sanctuary, Bihar, India
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Appendix 2 Aquatic and terrestrial wildlife recorded during dolphin surveys and field trips in 2001–2003, with
observation dates, number of individuals seen, IUCN Red List status (IUCN, 2004) and any extra information
recorded.

No. Red List
Species Dates observed individuals Status1 Remarks

Indian smooth-coated otter 12/2/2001 2 NT First two records, presence recorded from fresh
Lutrogale perspicillata 22/6/2001 4 scat and tracks. Third record, all adults sleeping &

30/12/2003 4 huddled in the open.
Indian water monitor 26/3/2001 2 DD Observed exploring holes in steep mud bank

Varanus bengalensis
Indian wild boar 23/5/2001 3–4 Presence recorded from track on same island where small

Sus scrofa pratincoles were nesting
Unidentified hard-shell turtle 27/12/2001 50+ Basking on a sand island 16 km upstream from Bhagalpur
Indian Softshell Turtle 24/05/2001 5 VU Basking on a sand island 33 km upstream from Bhagalpur

Aspideretes gangeticus 20/05/2002 3 Basking on a sand island 18 km upstream from Bhagalpur
Indian Peacock Softshell turtle 20/05/2002 2 VU Recovered from poachers near Kahalgaon

Aspideratus hurum
Gharial 26/2/2002 1 EN Juvenile <2 m basking on a sand island upstream from

Gavialis gangeticus Bhagalpur
Jackal 29/12/2003 1 On rock island at Kahalgaon

Canis aureus

1DD, Data Deficient; NT, Near Threatened; VU, Vulnerable; EN, Endangered.

(e) Do you fish individually——————————— In group——————— Both——————
(f) Where do you fish?

Near the river bank—————— Middle stretch of the river—————
Inundated area————————— In side channels———————

(g) Where do you sell your catch?
Near river bank—————— In the local market——————Through Cooperative———

(h) To whom do you sell?
Local consumers—————Wholesalers/Money lenders ————— Retailers—————

6. Sources of drinking water:
River———————— Tube well——————————City supply————————

7. Household income per year (INR):———————————
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