[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary Table S4. Genetic distance (%) between Ophiothela spp. estimated from the mitochondrial gene fragments COI. Abbreviation: Nc, Value not calculated because of the lack of groups’ sequences for the gene; WGMD, Compute Within Group Mean Distance.
	
	Taxon
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	WGMD

	1
	Ophiothela sp. BR
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.2

	2
	Ophiothela mirabilis PE, MP, FG
	2.1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.9

	3
	Ophiothela danae NZ, AUS
	2.5
	1.7
	
	
	
	
	
	1.8

	4
	Ophiothela vincula AUS
	2.7
	1.4
	1.8
	
	
	
	
	0.0

	5
	Ophiothela venusta MA
	16.2
	15.4
	15.2
	14.7
	
	
	
	Nc

	6
	Ophiothela tigris MA
	20.3
	20.0
	20.6
	19.5
	18.8
	
	
	Nc

	7
	Ophiothrix group
	20.7
	20.1
	21.3
	20.1
	19.5
	20.8
	
	1.0

	8
	Amphipholis squamata
	23.8
	23.8
	23.5
	24.0
	23.9
	24.2
	24.8
	Nc



